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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The following experimental and mterestingc 
Dialogues came into the Translator's possession 
some years back. At that time he had a head 
knowledge of the doctrines contained in them, 
but no heart acquaintance with the grace of those 
doctrines. This, working with the pride of nature^ 
led to daring presumption, which would have pre- 
cipitated his soul into the yawning gulph of eternal 
niin, had not mercy prevented. But God was 
merciful ; and^ to the conviction of sin, added the 
gifts of repentance and faith, which, conducting 
to the cross of the Lord Jesus, begot in him a 
living hope, and eventually issued in the attain- 
ment of peace with a justly offended God. He 
can now subscribe to much of the experience, so 
faithfully and scrip turally detailed in this excellent 
little Treatise ; and being persuaded that it is a 
work pre-eminently fitted, as a means, under the 
divine blessing, to promote the increase and pro- 
gress of vital religion, he humbly presents a 
translation of it to the public, praying that, where-, 
ever the providence of God may direct its course-, 
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he will accompany it with the light and grace of 
his Holy Spirit, without which, Paul might have 
planted, and Apollos watered, in vaiuy 1 Cor. iii. 6. 

The Pharisee will find therein exposed the 
ruinous foundation he builds upon ; and, that it is 
equally irrational as unscriptural, to rest the hope 
of immortality and glory, in any degree, upon the 
works of a creature, "conceived in sin, and 
shapen in wickedness," Psa. li. 5. 

The mere PKOFESSORvWill be shown (however 
^eii stored his head may be with the knowledge 
of the doctrines of the Gospel), that knowledge, 
vvithout grace, will not reach the heart, or impress 
upon the soul the image of the meek and lowly 
Jesus — a work inseparable from the new creation, 
and the only thing that renders it acceptable in 
the sight of God, 9, Cor. iii. 18 ; 1 Pet. iii. 4. 

The Awakened Sinner, burthened with 
guilt, and labouring under the painful convictions 
of bis deplorable aud hopeless condition by nature; 
alarmed at the malediction of an infinitely holy 
law, which affords no hope to the guilty, will, in 
these Dialogues, find described the saving work 
of the Spirit, in his first operations upon the con- 
science, and will be led progressively, and, in 
the end, comfortably, into the experience '* that 
judgment must first begin at the house of God," 
I Pet. iv. 17 ; and thence to the blood of sprinkling. 



which alone can speak pardon and peace to the 
guilty and condemned. 

The Belie VBR will also meet with much 
interesting and instructive matter, respecting the 
causes of the weakness of faith, and occasional 
relapses into unbelief; together with the means 
pointed out, by which faith is established. 

The last Dialogue treats of Sanctification, as 
being productive of a growing meetness for glory, 
antl concludes with some observations respecting 
the Believer's transit from the cross to the crown, 
through the y alley of the shadow of death. 

In fine, this little Book, under the teaching of 
the Holy Spirit, will be a valuable guide to those 
who are saying, *' What shall I do to be saved ?" 
and are truly in earnest about their eternal feli- 
city. The Translator is induced to publish it in 
Monthly Numbers, being a mode more conve- 
Bi^nt to himself, and, at the same time, rendering 
the purchase of it easier to persons of limited 
means. It will, moreover, enable the reader to 
give the subjects treated of the deliberate and 
often resumed attention they merit and require. 
There are a few occasional notes by the Translator.' 

January 1st, 1838, 



PREFACE 

TO THB FRENCH EDITION. 



God has a heart filled with the most tender 
love for maDkind: he has not only created them in 
his own image> and heaped upon them the richest 
blessings, but, since they have been deprived of 
the happy innocence in which they were formed, 
he has not been weary of supporting them : he has 
made known to them his determined design to 
bring them back, by grace, to holiness and happi- 
ness ; and ^' when the fulness of time was come, 
he sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made, 
under the law, to redeem them that were lender 
the law, that we might receive the adoption of 
sons/' Gal. iv. 45. 

^' God," then, ^' has shown the exceeding 
riches of his grace, in his kindness towards us, 
through Jesus Christ," Ephes. ii. 7; and he still 
manifests it by the multiplied cares which, without 
ceasing, he takes, in order that we should parti- 
cipate in the fruits of the death, resurrection, and 
ascension of our Divine Head, that is, to bring us 
to the salvation Jesus has merited for us. 



H^eu any one inqoire by ^at way God con- 
dads souls to the enjoyment of the «salv9tion and 
gll the blessings which are in Christ? The following 
4ork will reply to this interesting question, and it 
is on that account entitled : ''The Order of Evan- 
^li0al Grace in the Bconomy of Salvation/' 

Thd Author is a divine equally distinguished 
for his intelligence as respectable for his piety — 
Mr. David Hollae, pasto^r of the church of Gun- 
thersberg^ near-Stai^aid inf;Pbmerania, and son of 
the oelfAMrated Doctor and Professor HolbB^ from 
whom we have a masterly system of Theology. 

His little Treatise vrniA first printed in Germany » 
at Stargard, in 1741. Since which it has' gone 
through several editions in that country and- in 
France, and has constanftly obtained the': ^pproba* 
tion of enlightened persons; whom the wisdom <^ 
this worid has not turned from the simplicity of 
l6e Grospel. 

As to the edition now presented to the public, 
it ia hoped that it will not experience a less 
favourable reception; as every care has been 
taken to render it more correct than the preceding 
ones, and, at the same time, to rid it of everything 
which added nothing to the author's sehtiments, 
already clearly expt^essed, or to the edification 
which he had at heart to commanicate. ' ' 

May you, dear Header, learn by this work, to 
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know yourself well.; to become poor .m.apirit; to 
flee, under. the sense of your miseries, taJeso» 
Christ by faith ; to receive, freely, the pardon of 
your sins, grace and peace, the Spirit and life ; to- 
preserve with care the graces you have received; 
and to watch without ceasing, waiting . till your 
heavenly Bridegroom shall come to perfect, your 
deliverance. and felicity. 

But if you are desirous of attaining to.this^ 
remember the following admonitions : 

First. Read it with a collected mind^ and a 
heart truly wilting to be made wise unto salvation*,^ 

Secondly, Frequently question yourself thus : 
Dost thou understand this? Dost thou sincei:ely 
believe that? Art thou such a man a$ herer 
described? Thy heart, is it. thus disposed? Hast 
thou experienced that? Dost thou truly desire to 
become so and so? Hast thou practised that? &c. 

Thirdly, Read this book till you have, well 
discovered these two things,. Qjamcily, what you 
want, and the means of obtaining it. If the 
first reading does not sufficiently inforin you, read, 
it a second and third time, always imploring God^ 
for. the light of his Spirit. 

Fourthly, Do not resist the influences of tbe^ 
Holy Spirit, when he would convince you of the. 
bad and dangerous condition in which you may. 
find yourself; but suffer him to conduct you into a 



deep and thorough knowledge of your misery, and 
every thing hitherto hidden from you^ however 
strange^ humbling, and painful it may be. 

Finally. Take no repose till you can say, , 
with perfect assurance, * Formerly, it is true, I 
was blind, unbelieving, dead in sin, a slave to 
Satan, rebellious against God, an enemy to my 
Saviour, and the most unworthy of all men ; but 
the Lord has shown me mercy ; has pardoned my 
sins, through his merit, blood, and death ; and it is 
God's will that I should " glory in nothing but 
Christ crucified:'' by faith in him, I am clothed 
with a perfect righteousness, and animated by 
divine power.' If, hereafter, you should be able 
to hold this language, you will then truly belong 
to Jesus Christ, and, after a happy death, will 
enter into his kingdom of glory. But, without 
this, you can have no part in h m. 

God grant that these truths may become, in 
your heart, a living and prolific seed, which may 
bear fruit to eternal life. May the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you! Amen. 
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DIALOGUE THE FIRST. 



Wherein is shewn in what manner false Professors, and 
such as glory in their goodness, must be stript of their 
own righteousness, and learn to know their misery 
by nature. " For I bear them record that they have a 
zeal of God, but not according to knowledge ; for they 
being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about 
to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted 
themselves unto the righteousness of God ; for Christ is 
the end of the law for righteousness to every one that 
believeth," Rom. x. 2—4. 

In these words the Apostle has particularly in 
view false professors, who, prepossessed in their 
own favour, and depending upon their own righte- 
ousness, pass lightly over repentance and faith, 
and pretend to save themselves by the perform- 
ance of certain works of piety, as if it could be 
done out of the communion of Jesus Christ, and 
without their having need of the reconciliation 
made by his blood. In like manner, I purpose to 
address myself to those persons who, calling them- 
selves good and religious people, and endeavour- 
ing to pass in the world as such, have never ex- 
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perienced in their souls the depth of their misery 
by nature^ or any sincere desire produced by 
divine grace. It is intended to show them how 
delasive is the good opinion they entertain of 
themselves, and how much their vain self-suffi- 
ciency, with all its miserable assemblage of pre- 
tended good works, ought rather to cover them with 
confusion. It is not presumed that they are in 
possession of faith and godliness ; all that is ex- 
pected of them is, that they will suffer themselves 
to be conducted into the knowledge of their cor- 
ruption, and that they will not oppose the truth, 
or fortify themselves in their self-righteousness. 

Pastor. — My dear friend, are you well assured 
of your salvation ? 

Disciple. — Yes, without doubt; why should t 
not be saved ? 

Pastor. — Have you then made a serious in- 
quiry into that salvation .on which you rely ?* Do 
you remember the time and place wherein you 
wrestled with God, by prayer and tears, to obtain 
the forgiveness of your sins, and that, not with 
the mouth only and negligently, but with fervor 
and perseverance? Have yon experienced that 
solicitude and perplexity the soul is in when it 
fears being lost ; when one cries, " Lord, save or 
I. perish ! Lord, what wilt thou have me to do V 
1 am lost, my God, unless thou help me. Ho- 



13 

sea xii. 4. Answer ine, and give a reason (ot the 
hope that is in you. 

Disciple,-^l pray to God night and morning ; 
I read his word ; I do no wrong to anybody^ and 
I go regularly to church and the sacrament; so, f 
trust God will not reject me. 

Pastor. — I have been solicitous for you every 
time I have thought of your conS^ition. It is true, 
I have judged charitably of you, observing that 
you are not so disorderly or profane as many 
others ; but^ by the knowledge God has given me 
of his truth, I have also remarked, that your hope 
of salvation is the creation of your own imagina- 
tion, and not the work of God in your soul ; that 
in thus seeking in yourself a false support, you 
build upon a quicksand, and that in relying upon 
it, you run the risk of falling into perdition. In 
fact, it appears that you are yet a stranger to the 
corruption of your natur.e, and the poison of 
original sin with which the heart is infected ; and 
also to the sovereign and only remedy for all our 
evils, which is the effectual grace of our Saviour, 
received by faith. Perhaps you will not credit 
what I say, but I feel myself constrained to de- 
clare it, and I am happy in having, to-day, an 
opportunity. 

Disciple. — I believe, however, in the Lord 
Jesus, and I put my trust in him. 
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Pastor. — ^I wish your declaration was trae and 
sincere; bat faith, and a finn confidence in the 
merits of the Saviour, are only found in a soul 
that deeply feels its great misery, and full of 
** godly sorrow/' £ Cor. vii. 10, perceives its state 
of sin and condemnation. It b to soch poor souls 
Ae grace of the Gospel u proclaimed. The Son 
of God is come ''to comfort those that mourn, 
and to bind up the broken-hearted," Isaiah Ixi. 
1' 3. Maoy persuade themselves that they 
shall be saved ; bat when the foundation of their 
hope is examined, we discover that it rests upon 
the sand ; that it cannot stand against the assaults 
of the enemy, and that it vanishes, like a shadow, 
before the light of divine truth. One relies upon 
the decency of his outward conduct ; another upon 
the goodness of his disposition; a third upon^the 
regularity of his attendance upon the ordinances, 
being, as St. Paul says, '' touching the righteous- 
ness which is in the law blameless/* Phil. iii. 6 ; 
and because, in his own eyes, he is better than 
others, he thinks he has faith, and a sure hope of 
salvation. But what faith and hope can that be, 
which is not fixed upon Jesus Christ, but upon 
oneself? True faith discovers to us our great 
misery and natural state of condemnation, con- 
ducts us to the Saviour, and unites* us firmly to 
him, who is the propitiation for our sins, by his 
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blood ; and whicb operating by love to him, pro- 
cures us an unmerited pardon, for his sake.* He 
who has obtained this grace, though he may live 
many years as a child of God, always remembers 
it is an unmerited grace he has received. 

Disciple, — «As for me, I know how to apply to 
myself the promises of the Gospel, and the grace 
of God. 

Pastor. — If you have made that application 
with so much ease, without prayers, tears and 
groans, your assurance appears to me to be very sus- 
picious : I fear, as I said before, it is the mere 
work of your own imagination. I must inform 
you that no one can, in his own strength, believe 
in the Lord Jesus, or draw nigh unto him : *^ No 
man can come to mc," said he, ^' except the 
Father draw him," John vi. 44. Without this 
gracious attraction, and the conviction of his 
misery, under the malediction of the law, man 
remains cold and insensible ; or at most, makes 



* It is plain the Author does not treat of faith, here, as 
being the meriioriyus cause of pardon, which is the blood 
and righteousness of the Lord Jesus, to the utter exclusion 
of every thing besides. He speaks of it as a grace of the 
Holy Spirit, and the operative means by which the soul 
is made partaker of the pardon, already merited and ob- 
tained for sinners, aRd which is styled by the Apostle, 
** Faith which worketh by love," Gal. v. 6. 
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bat lu^ectoal efforts; and certainly is, as yet, no 
partaker of the grace of God. It is for this rea- 
son St. Paol says, " Sin, that it might appear sin, 
working death in me, by that which is good, that 
sin, by the commandment, might become exceed- 
ing fflnfol," Aom. vii. 13. Besides, if yon ha^e 
not in you the same mind that was in Chiist Jesns, 
and yon are not seen following hi^ steps in hnmi- 
lity, loYO, meekness, and contempt of the world, 
it is a sign that yoor pretended stale of grace is 
a mere illusion. Yon are one of those of whom 
the Saviour sa?s, they " Receive the word with 
gladness, and have no root in themselves,'* Mark 
iv. 16, 17. 

Disciple. — ^I cannot believe that I am in such 
a bad condition ; I pray, I stody to act properly, 
and knowing what it is to live as a Christian, I 
exhort others to do so, and rebuke them when 
they do wrong. 

Pastor. — ^It appears that yon entertain a good 
opinion of yourself; bat you do not see that, in 
the eyes of the Lord, you are " Miserable and 
poor and blind and naked," Rev. iii. 17. Have 
you ever, in the course of your life, discovered 
with grief the total depravity of the heart of man ; 
his blindness, impotency; the depth of uubelief, 
ingradtude, insensibility and coldness he naturally 
has towards his God, towards that good aud com- 
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psfiS^on^te SaTiour who has purchased the saka-^ 
tion of a lost cmd wicked world at the price of his 
blood and life ? Cau yon recollect the day, the 
moment, when as a poor leper you threw yourself 
at the feet of this Jesus, to implore life and the 
cure of your soul? Have you, indeed, expe- 
rienced how efficacious his blood is to definse the 
heart, to blot out sin, to extinguish the impure flame 
of the passions, and to communicate a new life to 
the soul ? If this language appear strange to you, 
or rather, if you have never fqlt its reality, I can 
consider you only as a man who knows not the 
Saviour, and consequenlly distant from salvation : 
for, you mvist know, . that no one remains at a dis'- 
tance from the Saviour, but he who is ignorant of 
his misery. '' Those who need the physician," 
who in^plore his help, and confide in him, '^ are 
they that are sick,'' Luke v. 31. He came to 
heal the sick, the blind, the leprouj^, . the unclean, 
the. sinful; that is, the wicked and ungodly, so 
that there are none but those who regard them-^ 
selves as outcasts and lost that come and prostrate 
themselves before him, Isaiah xxvii^.15. The 
Church of Jesus Christ, his kingdom of grace 
upon earth, resembles closely that of David ; 
" and every one that was in distress, and .every 
one that was in debt, and every one that was dis^ 
contented, gathereil themselves. to Hm, and he 



18 



beeame Captain over them/* 1 Sam. xxii« £• 
conscioasness* of oar misery, whi<)h leads tt» to 
Jesus, is the only things necessary ; bat it is asaally 
wanting in those who, from their yoath, think they 
have " kept all the commandments/' Marie %. 
«0, 21., 

Disciple — I have, neverdieless,- a good heart; 
it is to be wished that many others resembled me, 
and that there was no one more wicked than 
myself. 

Pastor. — ^Yoar langnage is that of the greater 
part of natural men, and even of the avowed on- 
godly ; at the time that they make no scrapie to 
carse, swear, lie, deceive and practise all kinds of 
wickedness, they flatter themselves that they have 
a good heart. It is, by far, the saddest and most 
dangerous state they can be in. On the contrary, 
the soul that the Saviour has visited by the light 
of his grace, immediately perceives how defiled, 
poor, and unworthy it is. A man that knows his 
own heiart, thinks no one so bad as himself; and 
the moment wherein he discovers his miserable 
condition, is precisely that in which it begins to 
amend, for he directly seeks a remedy for his 
miseries. The less a person is willing to be con- 
vinced of his corruption, the less he is able to get 
rid of it ; whilst the more he is enlightened by the 
Holy Spirit, and draws nigh to the Saviour, the 
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more also he discoyers fresh spots, which he seeks 
to be cleansed from in the blood of the Lamb ; 
and it is thus he is renewed^ day by day, in the 
image of the Son of God. A pare heart is not 
one that b exempt from spots, but one which, 
perceiving them, hastens to Jesus, who blots out 
the offence. An impure heart, on the contrary, 
is that which presumes itself to be clean, when it 
is defiled. Solomon says, *' There is a genera- 
tion that are pure in their own eyes, and yet is 
not washed from their filthiness/' ProT. xxx. 12. 
O ! how great and deplorable is the blindness of 
men, and how many th^e be that resist the light 
of truth, the admonitions of their consciences, and 
the convictions of the Holy Spirit^ to create for 
themselves a pleasing, but fatal illusion ! ** If we 
say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us,'' 1 John i. 8. 

Disciple* — I can, however, say that I am dif- 
ferent, at present, from what I formerly was. 

Pastor. — What do you mean by that? Is it 
because your conduct is a little more decent than 
heretofore, that you do not swear or rob, and that 
you have reformed your outward behaviour ? This 
change is praiseworthy, indeed, in the eyes of 
men; but you will experience a m»eh greater 
alteration if ever you come to know your own 
heart thoroughly, and seriously flee to Jesus, by 
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faith. AltbbiTgh you should attain to the highest 
degree of virtue and devotion that man could 
arrive at, yon vrould be obliged continually to 
descend into the dust, and become nothing, under 
the sense of your extreme misery and unworthi^ 
ness. 

Disciple.-^I have known my misery, a long 
time since, God be praised. 

P««/or.— Perhaps you have known it, in some 
degree; but it is necessary you should sensibly 
and keenly feely it, in the bottom of your beart: 
The Prophet Jeremiah says : '• Because it is 
bitter, because it reach eth unto the heart," Jer. iv. 
18. True repentance, or contrition, is that self- 
abasement, mised with confusion, and that bitter 
compunction, which a real sight and feeling of sin 
excites in the heart. As I perceive you are 
always inclined to justify, or rather to deceive 
yourself, it is proper that I should describe to you 
some particulars, by which you may judge whether 
you have a deep knowledge and real feeling of 
your misery or not. Observe, in the first place; 
if you still love sin. We love sin, when we ex- 
cuse it, and find a secret pleasure in committing 
it, and when we do not abhor it, to the last de- 
gree. Secondly, if you have a good opinion of 
yourself, and are desirous of justifying yourself, 
instead of confessing that you are poor, naked; 
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and void- of all good. Thirdly, if^ instead of 
ardently sighing after the experience of the recon- 
ciliation Jesus has effected, you live contentedly 
under the dominion of sin^ and the malediction of 
the law^ and if you contemplate without emotion 
and shame what the Saviour of mankind has done 
and suffered for you ; his labours, griefs, dgony> 
bloody sweat, his bleeding wounds and pierced 
side, his cries, sighs and tears which accompanied 
his death upon the cross. Do you recognize your- 
self in this description ? I must then declare to 
you, that you have not yet any experience of 
your misery, or of the grace of God. You are in 
a state of unbelief, impenitence and death. From 
the moment Jesus approaches a sinner, to open 
his eyes to his miserable condition, and draw him 
to himself, that sinner becomes a *' new crea- 
ture," 2 Cor. V. 17. He has no more pleasure in 
committing sin, he detests it ; the propensity that 
draws him to it becomes an insupportable yoke, a 
grievous burdeYi, a heavy chain, by which Satan 
holds him in slavery. The load of his corruption 
makes him sigh, groan, and cry to Jesus: '^ O 
wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death V Rom. vii. 24. His 
soul is humbled, his heart is cast down; every 
good opinion of himself, every self-righteous feel- 
ing, ceases and disappears from his eyes : great 
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but tbey have reftised to receive oorrectioa r they 
have made their faces harder than a rock, they 
have refused to return," Jer. v. 3. The truly 
penitent and contrite sinner, like the woman of 
Canaan, redoubles- his importunities, until he has 
received pardon. You build upon some ocea* 
sional good feelings, which is deceiving yourself. 
If you had been more faithful in preserviQg and 
following these first impressions, they wcmld have 
led you to Jesus; you woald have found him, 
and he would have received you. 

Disciple., — ^Without doubt, one can do no- 
thing better than to apply to Jesus Christ and 
supplicate him; and so I have ardently desired 
that he would grant me mercy. 
. Pastor. — So long as a sinner feels his malady 
he prays, but his importunity diminishes in pro- 
portion as he loses sight of it, and he often goes 
the length of throwing himself into worldly amuse- 
ments in order to forget his pain and sorrow. 

Disciple, — I perceive, however, that God 
blesses me, and prospers my affairs, which prove 
me to be an. object of his grace and Jove. 

Pastor. — These outward blessings only show 
that tiie Lord is willing to draw you to him by the 
cords of love, otherwise the satisfaciion you feel in 
prosperity makes me suspect that you have, in your 
heart, a secret attachment for the goods of this life. 
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JDUciple^ — I have already bad many crosses 
in my life ; I have been exposed to calumny* and 
even persecution. You know this is the . lot of 
the children of God. 

Pastor. — Do not call a cross those evils you 
have brought upon yourself by imprudence, ca* 
price, or bad conduct. The real cross, which is 
the portion of true Christians upon earth, is what 
they suffer, not for having done evil, but for the 
love of J esus, and in the same spirit of patience 
and resignation to the will of. God the Father. 

Disciple. — Notwithstanding, I can assure you, 
God has supported and visibly protected me from 
my enemies, an evident proof that tny prayers 
have been acceptable to him. 

Pastor. — In that, God has done for you what 
he does for many of the ungodly, whom he pro- 
tects and preserves by his all-powerful providence 
iu his kingdom of nature. If you reflect, perhaps, 
you will remember, that you have employed every 
means in your power to avoid those sulBferings the 
wisdom of God had ordered for your. good. When 
the Saviour burthens us with the cross, he gives 
us patience and strength to support it. 

Disciple. — But after so long a profession of 
being a Christian, and having been considered 
such by others, is it possible that they and myself 
can be deceived ? 

c 



d6^ 



Pastor. — ^To appear so, in the eyea of the 
world, it is safficient to haire some knowledge, to 
abstain from gross sins, to lead a regular life, to 
perform the outward duties of worship, and to 
know how to talk religiously ; but it is not so easy 
to deceive the real children of God ; as spiritual 
men, they know how to judge of spiritual things. 
Having their senses exercised to discern good 
from evil, truth from falsehood, they perceive, in 
an instant, whether the foundation be solid, whe- 
ther any other be laid save Jesus Christ, and 
whether a person be animated by his spirit or 
another. 

Dttfctpfe.— Is it not, then, permitted us to 
apply to ourselves the grace of God, aud manifest 
to others what is good in us ? 

PcLstor. — He only knows what grace is, who 
feels in his heart th^i he is a poor sinner, and un- 
reservedly confuses it; and none other can apply 
to^ himself the grace of the Gospel but he who 
has received it, and experienced its efficacy. You 
will never hear the pardoned sinner make a parade 
of his good qualities ; the hypocrite alone exalts 
his own righteousness, in order to stifle the re- 
proofs of his conscience. The children of God 
seriously endeavour after sanctification, * but they 

* It possibly may be objected by some, that, when any 
one receives the spirit of adoption, in regeneration, he is 
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glpry only ia ther Lord Jesus Christ, in hu cross^ 
and tbci^nierits of hisblpod and deaths Gal.vi. 14; 
Fhil.iU;; Jer, ix^ 23^ 24. Every cause of self- 
glory is excluded in them who know they are 
s^ved by grace, -through faith, and that not of 
themselresj but by the free and unmerited gift of 
God ; ** i^)t of works, lest any nian should boast/' 
£phes< ii. 9». Besides, there is a great difference 
between a Pi^arisee who displays his pretended 
merits, in saying, '^ God, I thank tbee that I am 
not as other men are," iScc, Luke xviii, 1 1 ; and a 
bumble sincere Christian, who in the lowest self- 
abasement, says with St. Paul, '' I am the chief 
of sinneirs ; ho.wbeit, for this cause I obtained 
qsercy, that in iQe first Jesus Christ might show 
forth all long suffering, for a pattern to them 
wbiph should hereaflejr believe on him to life ever- 
lasting," 1 Tim. i. 15, l6« A self-righteous man 
is always harsh and severe ; but the child of God 
is compassionate and charitable towards all men, 
Qnd especially towards poor afflicted sinners. 

sanctified ; but such should consider that, from that mo- 
me<it and nol before,' the ChriMian's wartoe commences. 
. It coDAists in daily putting off concerning the former con- 
versation, the old man, which is corrupt according to the 
deceitful lusts, and " in puttinjsf on the new man, which, 
after God is created in ti^hceoiisness and true holiness," 
Eph. iv. 22. 24,. and thift is what the apostle Paul enjoiqs 
and calls '^p^rfecting holiness in the fear of God," 
2 Cor. vii. 1. 

C 2 
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Disciple- — It teems tiiat yon desire to de- 
prive me of my fiuth; nevertlidesSy it is not right 
that I shoold open my heart to vnbdief and dis- 
trast 

Pastor, — My poor friend, I dedare freely to 
yon that I do not think you have fiuth. It does 
not even appear that yon ever had any. It is 
indeed trae that poor repentant sinners ought to 
shun unbelief and mistrust, because they have 
every thing to expect from the mercy of the Lord ; 
but those who live in impenitence and security, 
ought not to arrogate to themselves a faith which 
they do not possess. A thorough knowledge and 
lively sense of his mbery does not lead a man to 
distrust and despair; on the contrary, it is the 
salutary path by which the Holy Spirit usually 
conducts the sinner, through faith, to Jesus Christ. 
It is, then, unreasonable that you should object to 
enter this path, and to avoid it, you should attri- 
bute to yourself a faith which is only imaginary. 
Instead of thinking so advantageously of yourself, 
I would rather see you disquieted about your 
state, accusing, judging, and abandoning yourself 
to the influences of the Holy Spirit, in order that 
be might carry on his work in you. 

Disciple. — Ah well ! I am willing to submit 
myself entirely to the guidance of the Lord. 

Pastor, — It is, without doubt, the best thing 
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you can do ; but then you muist follow tfae road h^ 
leads, surrender your heart to him, without re- 
serve, and sincerely implore his grace ; you must 
avail yourself of every means he affords, and troid 
every thing that may tend to prevent or destroy 
his work in you. 

Disciple. — If the good that is tilready in ine 
goes for nothing — if, in reality, I am to consider 
it nothing, what is to become of me ? 

Pastor, — You will become a poor sinner,, 
whose pretended virtue and self-righteousness 
Will cover him with confusion. You will discover 
yourself to be blind, and that you have lived in 
darkness and ignorant security as to what relates 
to your salvation; one who has never seen or 
known Jesus the Saviour of the world, because, 
like the Jews, a veil of unbelief and self-righteous- 
ness has covered your eyes: yon will discover your* 
self to be a paralytic that can neither act nor move 
by yourself; a body of sin and death, destitute of 
the life of God, and of every feeling that can lead 
to him ; a leper, corrupt, defiled, impure in every 
part of your body, and every faculty of your soul ; 
and besides which, a man senseless enough to 
think he has a pure, upright, and good heart. In 
jSne you will regard yourself as a lost man, who 
can find neither succour nor refuge in any crea- 
ture^ whether in heaven or earth. Then your 
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heart, sigliing for deliveranceyiwill tani towards 
** the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin 
of the world/^ Jobii i« £0, who pardons, ab&ohres; 
justifies, and saves i the ungodly that . beiieTb ;iii 
him, Rom. ir. &. Then the Gospel of grace and 
reconciliation will be preached efficaciously to you^ 
and you will tasie and experience its divine and 
consoling 'virtue. ' - 

Disciph.-^l begin to see that I have been 
deceived in the good opinion I have entertiiined 
^ of myself. 

Pa«/dr.'^In truth, up ta the present moment, 
you have thought yourself capable of some good ; 
you have esteemed yourself to be wise and 
clear-sighted : therein you have *' deceived your«- 
self," 1 Cor. iii. 18,^nd because you say " you see, 
therefore your sin remaineth,'^ John i^. 41. lu 
order to draw yon out of this delusion, it is neees^- 
sary that the Saviour should confound your pre- 
tended wisdom, and convince y(>a that your know* 
ledge, capacity, and talents, are only folly and wedc- 
ness, 1 Cor. i* 27> 28. This, without doubt, will 
appear to you harsh and inoomprehenBibIe,f fatit 
such is the good will of our God, and such are hisL 
gracious dealings; for what is that.wisdoifa and 
knowledge, winch does not proceed from^sovereq^ 
etenial wisdom, and is not the productiod df the 
spirit of Jesus.? . It is only a.. mass of cbnfused 
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id^^ vague dfniiioils^ todlfalsio decisionsK-the 
offspring of human relisoibr-that reason whicb, 
^hen we hav^ iQ03t cultivated, aod: carried it to 
its, bigliest perffietion,. still. cemains an enemy to 
Jesusjt and inspires, us ^g^itb Aothing biit fedings of 
aversion to and rebellion against him.. Ton see, 
;in yourself, that your opinions atid ro^pmngs have 
only produced in yo«tr haa^rt, objections favour- 
able to its natural opposition to the work of ^ace, 
Eph, ii. 3m To conclnde, in a word; *' Go^.'' 
says the blessed X^uther^. ** hasn^ver nj^de a 
saint,, whom be bad not be&fie.rendj^ed aini^er^ 
able sinner." . .. ; . 

Disciple, — ^Yes, I 900 it; J must iu^ploi^ the 
grace of God.: ,,; .. .; 

Pastor^ — Yott begw .to follow the right way ; 
but the first gfst^ Jp^. ikould pray for/ in your 
present situationy is.tbe«arp^ii»«nf a/ knowledge 
of your misery, l^e go^d yoU have foiPced your- 
s^li^ hitherto,,: to piactise/ instead of advancing 
you in the wayf <>(. salvatibn,. has only- served to 
estrange yqu.nore .and ;noJre. from them. In 
wrapping. yqur&^fjUp, in yoar own righte6nsn.e9s, 
you have lost sight of youtr great corruption, and 
you have ; not peo^lv^d the nece^ity of fleeing to 
JesuSy that you might be wiashed in. his .bloody 
clothed with ; his merit^. and transformed. intp a 
new creature. In fact, what are th^ works of 
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ngfateousuess, the deeds of charity, wifh whicb 
you would cover your nakedness, before Grod and 
his children ? Poor party-coloured rags, badly put 
together, which cannot hide your misery and cor- 
raption, and in the day of judgment will be con- 
sumed in the fire of divine justice. 

Di$ciple..-^I hope, however, that God, who is 
the Father of mercies, will have pity on me. 

Pastor. — Without doubt, be will have pity 
on you: but the first act of hi^ mercy towards 
you, will be to let you feel how miserable a sinner 
your are. If you do not resist * this first aet of 
grace, he will bestow upon you a second, which 
will be to give you faith to believe that you are 
redeemed by Jesus Christ, that he is your ransom, 
and that you belong to him, and are his property, 
to the exclusion of every other master. When 
you are enlightened, you will perceive how great 
your blindness has been ; which will be discovered 
to you the moment you sincerely desire, and 
earnestly implore it. The Father of mercies will 
teach you by his Spirit, what you are, and at the 
same time manifest to you, by faith, his divine 
Son Jesus, with all the treasures .procured and 
intended for you, in him. Then you will be ablet 
to say, with truth, that you are apartaker of the* 

* This is scriptural langaage. — See Acts vii. 51, and 
1 Thess. V. 19. 



l^Hmti fmee of your GcA ; for the work of his 
g!r»ce io Qs is to make iis hate sm, and love our 
Sarioar* 

Soon as knotVli, we to ourselves are vile, 

Ahkor sin's r&f aane,. 
Adore the Saviour, court his emil^^ 

To ease us of our pain. 

IH$^pl^ — ^How cau I obtaia a knowledge of 
my misery ? 

P4i$ior. — '• The Iiord ope»s tjbe eyes of the 
biiiid.;" pi^y him to ''a^oiut thine eye^ with eye* 
saLve^'' B^v. iit« VB, tliat is^ tc^ give you U> see, 
olamly, how great yo^r oornq>ti(m;is. Set apart 
a. portioii of time 0f efy day, t^ ejuuBaiine yourself, 
and pwr oat yew s^ul in his presence. .IHsai^ 
palioii aii4 oo^tiHMd: wpridly occupation, are great 
okstaotes to oar saIvat]on» because in such «igi^- 
m^^ts* the. so4il is capliTe to, and engrossed by 
material objects. Tjbe .coptinaal noise of visible 
thiii^ impose siience upon the conscience ; , its 
motions,, its admonitiQiMs, its remorse/ aiie act at- 
tended ta While, this lormQil contiusues,. the at* 
trajctkms of preventing grace have no bold, upon 
the beafft: the work of the Holy Spirit meets only 
witb' resistance ; t^e good .s<^ed of) the word of 
life is stifled ; * we, forget God, aiid lose sight of 
the salvation of pur souls. This sort of trance, 

* See Matt. xiii. 7* 
C 5 
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aceompaiiiad by insensibility, is die cause rf Ike 
profoiind security, in wbidi so mamy poor cres- 
tares Mwe, and is called in Scriptnre jptrtlnaf 
death* 

Yon can contribote nothing towwds the work 
of yonr conyersion and salvation^ but it ^depends 
upon yonrself to use the assbtance and means the 
Lord provides* Read and listen attentively to 
the word of God^ and such books as are foanded 
npon it. Attend to meditation and prayer ; above 
all to the prayer of the heart, without considering 
a form of expression, and without attaching your- 
self to the words of others : adore God in Jesus 
Christ, and make known to him, with simplieity, 
your misery and the extieme need you have 
of his grace. If yoa sincerely enter upon this 
salutary career, the Saviour, who calls you to it, 
will sooti meet you in it, and send into your heart 
tho Spirit of truth to enlighten and ^conduct you. 
When he is come, *' he will convince you of siii," 
for that is his first operation, 1 John xvi. 8. By 
his light you will see yourself, in the glass of 
God's law, such as you are ; you will discover 
yourself to be a dissembler, and guilty in every 
respect. You will say, ' I am an Atheist; I 
have lived without God and without hope in the 
world. I am ao Idolater, in giving to the crea^ 
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tMre^ 4fae Idve' add confidence 119 hi^fa are only due 
td my God; I hare er^n- beenmy-own idol, in 
referring etery- things to myself, in loTing and 
esteeihing myself^' and in expecting to be esteemed 
bjr dthersy as though I were better than they. I 
hiive ofteii profaned the name of God in making 
us€j of it to eoter the falsity and deceit of itiy 
beartk Iha^e rejected and despised the word* of 
G^dy not only^ in being contented to' hiive in my 
b^ad an historical knoiii^ledgfeof it> while I inter- 
nally re^ted'tbe virtue of the Holy Spirit-, who 
woald hare made it life, and rendered it'effica-* 
cfott6 m my heurt; but also in giving to certain 
p^sages of the .Scripture^ which condemned me, 
a-false intetpretatioii^ favourable to my sinful pro* 
penalties. . 1 am -a prddigal- einld^ who after hav- 
ing ^issipelted the benefits of my God, and re- 
jected the salutary yoke of my Saviour, have 
tefused to return to him, as a poor sinner, to im« 
plor^ his pardon. I aiti a Cain, who have pre^ 
tended, by my fruits, «iy self^-righteous works, to 
offidr to God ^orifices meritoriotis and \^ell pleas- 
ing to him;- I have' boen the murderer of my 
brother, in contributing, by my sins, to the death 
of the Son of God, and in crucifying afirdsh the 
Lord of glory, by my ingratitude and inditference 
4oirards him who hath loved me more than bis 



life. I have also ioiiUied Cain in hatingi eou^ 
demning, and representiDg as fanatics persons 
who, stripping themselves of their own righteous* 
ness to be clothed with that of Jesus, present 
nothing bat their misery to God, on account of 
which tbey supplicate his compassion, and an 
application of the merits of the .Lamb, that they 
may obtain mercy. I have been an Ishmael, wild 
and cruel, '' whose hand has been against every 
man," Gen. xvi. 1£ ; for my heart has been full of 
anger, hatred, envy and animosity : a seofet for- 
nicator, an adulterer^ who covered with a decent 
outside, the filthy desires and impure inclinations 
of my carnal nature : an unjust plunderer of the 
property of another in robbing God of the homage 
and gratitude I owe him, for all I am, and all I 
possess ; in appropriating to myself the honour 
and glory that belong only to him, and in taking to 
myself, by unlawful means, the goods of my 
neighbour. I have been a false witness in dis- 
guising the truth ; a false prophet in endeavouring 
to pass for righteous and holy, wheii, at the same 
time, I was nothing less ; an hypocritical pharisee, 
in pretending to become righteous by the per- 
formance of the works of the law, and in rejeeting 
the righteousness Jesus bestows unmeritedly upon 
sinners who believe in him. In fine» I am a 



37 

cUid of peirditiba, a vile rinner, lout and con- 
demned/* 

Behold, in anbstaiice, the confession yon will 
make^ in heart and month, when your eyes ikre 
open, and yoa perceive your misery. Do you 
recogptsse yourself in this description ? Does the 
f oice of yoor eooscience conrince you of being s6 
great a sinner ? 

Disciple. — Alas! it is too tme, aod it is 
enoogh to make me tremble. 

PoMtor. — ^This is not all. The law will show 

* The sorrowful and trembling seeker after Jesus will 
no doubt be disc6ura||red at tins description of the opinion 
he will fonn of himself, when the Holy Spirit discovers to 
him what he really is in the eye of the law of God. But 
let him gather consolation in meditating upon the follow- 
ing words of the son of Sirach : *' Wisdom exalteth her chii- 
db^ and layeth hold of them that s^ek her. He that loveth 
her loveth life, and they that seek to her early shall be filled 
with joy. He that holdeth her fast shall inherit glory, 
and wheresoever she entereth the Lord will bless. They 
that serve her shall minister to the Holy One, and them 
that love her, the Lord doth love. Whoso giveth^ar unto 
her shall judge the nations^ and he that attendeth unto her 
shall dwell securely. If a man commit himself unto her, 
he shall inherit her, and his generation shall hold her in 
possession. For atfirMi she will walk with him in crooked 
loajfs, and bring/Mr and dread upon hia, and tcrmemt him 
with her diseipiine, until she may ,trust. his soul and try 
him by her laws- Then will she rettum the straight tray 
unto him and eom/tn't him, and shew him her secrets.** 
£cclii8.iv. 11— IS. 
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TOU that you are a dissembler: bat it is in the 
Gospel^ and in particular in the contemplation of 
Jedus crucified, of the Son of God suffering and 
dytngr that you will Warn how great a sinner yoa 
are* ^nd what you merit as such. When yoa 
read the histoiy of the blind, the lame, the para- 
lytic^ the leprous, and the many other sick the 
Saviour deigned to make whole, and particularly 
6f the sinners who found grace in his eyes, say to 
yourself. Thou art the man. If you do not thus 
apply the word of God, the reading of it will not 
prpduce in you any good effect. Those who force 
themselves to become, what they .think, righteous 
and holy, before they have well probed the malady 
of their hearts, uselessly torment themselves ; they 
may succeed, perhaps, in avoiding gross sins, and 
in the practice of certain external duties, but in 
so doing they only assume a mask which may 
impose upon short-sighted men, and hide from, 
themselves their inward corruption, so that they 
will not go to Jesus for justification and salvation 
by grace. To them apply these words of our 
Lord : *^ Search the Scriptures, for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life, and they are they which 
testify of me. And ye will not ccime to me, that 
ye might have life/' John v. S9> 40. 

Consider, above all things, the (bufferings and 
death of the Son of God, and remeoiber that yonr 
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sins were the . dauue oft thenu Contemplate tbis 
man of sorrow ; what hupiilityi wiuit abaaoment, 
what silence^ what meekneias, what ;loTe for his 
most.orael enemies!, With ail jobr '.goodness^ 
what are yott compared to lam? A proud, pw^ 
sumptnotiSy detestable being, a demon. You hate 
studied to be vktaons and pioits^ but oniy'ia 
appearance, that yon mi^t enjoy,.: in the wocid, 
the reputation of a good man* The Lord Jesus 
has not, among men, greater enemies than the 
Pharisees^ those self-righteous people^ to whom 
the Gospel is a scandal. 

A inantle> for our souk to prize. 

Of our own merits wrought. 
The Lamb of God, we do despise 

And sdt his blood at naught. 

Cast your eyes upon the saint of saints; he has 
been numbefed with malefactors; dare you deny 
yourself to be one also ? Ah ! fix your attention 
for a. time upon the cross of Jesos^ you will there 
discoyer your ^treme misery, and. the extensive 
demands and infinite holiness of that law. the 
violations of which could only be expiated by the 
blood of God. You will say, with bitterness, how 
great has been my rashness in committing, with- 
out scruple, so, many sins, which have caused the 
death of Jesus? What carelesaness, what in- 
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gratitode ! He died for me^ and I have Kfed so 
long witbont loving him, wiAoat having reeoorse 
to his grace ; and I have pmoined, in contempt 
of his perfect righteousness, to depend npon my 
own pretended good works. To attempt to lay 
the foundation of justification upon saoctiicatiou, 
is to pervert faith ; as if it was in consid^ation of 
our good conduct that God imputed to us the 
merits of Christ ; or^ aH if il was on account of fass 
merits' that he has regard to our good works. It 
is thas die order and economy of salvation is 
reversed, in depending upon our. own works, or 
in only having recourse to the merits of Christ to 
make op their deficiency. The true believer re- 
ceives the imputation of the merits of Jesus Christ, 
under a deep sense of his misery, poverty, and 
urgent necessities, and at the smne time re«> 
nounces every thing that can be called sin. He 
knows that Jesus is the author and source, the 
banning and the end of our salvation, aikl of all 
oar holiness. Before we have^ received recon- 
ciling grace, we are neither happy, holy, or capable 
of any good ; we ore only happy and holy so long 
as we continue by faith in the enjoyment of his 
grace, and persevere in a sincere and close noifon 
of heart with him. 

In fine, reflect that all your sins, even those 
committed against your neighbour, are so many 
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offences and injuries done to God, to him, who if 
goodness and love itself, year Creator, yonr pre* 
server, and yonr Saviour. Is it thus you repay so 
many favours, received daily from his bountiful 
hand, so many attractions of his grace, so many 
proofs of his love? Your heart must be harder 
than a stone, if it is not affected even unto tears. 

Disciple. — My God, make me know what^ 
hitherto, I have been so unhappily ignorant of. 

Pastor* — If you would thoroughly know the 
extent of your misery, do not stop rimply at the 
outward acts of sin, but penetrate into the source 
of them, which is the heart. You will there dis* 
cover a secret enmity against God, a fund of in- 
oredulity, evil and corruption, that surpasses every 
idea. There you will find an abyss, impossible to 
fathom. ''The heart is deceitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked, who can know it ? " 
Jer. xvii. 9, 10. What crooked ways,, what hid- 
den folds in this perfidious heart ! Lord say, as 
at the beginning, *' Let there be light.*' On your 
part, apply yourself to observe every motion of 
your heart. It is from the neglect of this duty, 
that you have not hitherto known yourself. So- 
lomon says, '' he thftt trusteth in his own heart is 
a fool," Pro?, xxviii. 26. '* Bring it again to 
mind, O ye transgressors,'' Isaiah xlvi. 8. Try, 
for a day, to watch your heart, and suffer na 
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thought to e8ca|ie witboui ex»»iiaatiDD. .You: mil 
be stnick ^ith horror ^nd :aslonislimenl» at tlie 
e^ht of tbe abominabletbiiigs whi^ (KQQ^^ediWt 
of. :it* The heart of maD^ bQ£of»t it ia rene wad bj 
gcaee, is a deir of jserpwitfl^ a reneptaole o£ import 
and diabolical t timaghts^ vhich»w^ eiideavonrjlo 
hide, nnder a , y^H of iMsfsr :exca^^> . tett^ry ^ land 
dissimolatioD. ^ThiiicfAheioatiiral :iiMiQr B^han his 
conscience conyinees hini of jki^.pardri^Qs fre^lJr ill 
himself the gieateat crimes. Th^jafe^M his 
eyes, only impetrfeteilions ^nd .WeakM9C|si|s vhieb 
aie common to Ina» with oT^ry otiiar peraooi 
and nnder thisnpnatext, hd makc^ no acrikple of 
tiding. i& sin, and in ^shutting U»eyea against the 
trnth. . . J * ... {.. i ,...;. . 

The. reason Mf'hytso few.* people 'oome i^Of.a 
knowledge of thdir' corruption, is Uie 'ignorance 
which, like Egypiian,vddrkness,i ooyers theiv 
hearts. So, we'ongfatte iBofasidetithat^whioh.eni* 
lightens men iil die present }li£^ to^be.the greatest 
act of grac6.< History IhtnisheSemaBy- examples 
of persons wfae^ by the just .and merei^sk. jiidgi> 
ment of God, hare felleb intoi thocommia&ion.tDf 
the greatest sins/and by siich Ineans, hare ;beeti 
nhdeceived as ta ^he false dod dangeroas^ netioa 
they entertained of their own goodness, i < ' : 

Disciple.^-^! tremble at what you tell'me;! 
fear, lest in ^the . amous consideration . of it, X 
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should fall into desptor) aod you Jld^w deipair 
le^dfl to deai^uctron* . ; . 

Potior, — It h the cnuoiDg of Satim to endea- 
vour to alarm jneD^-in order to prevent: their 
inquiring into their real state ; bvt a person^ flin<- 
cerely and truly penitent/. wiU. not fall tMlo tills 
snare of the. enemy. ' If he des|nir^/it is^not'of 
the grace of Ood^but'of hknself ;: and in.meMiti% 
that be loses all ^oiifidence in ' his Xfwn s^etiglh 
and good works^ he entirely abandeas) faiti»lelf to 
the grace of God,, and places his confidence in 
him. It is true, this change iS' at the expense of 
nature^ but this' is' a reason^ ^hy we ought not to 
shut our ears to the voice that informs us of our 
lost condition. On the contrary, we ought to be 
more attentive to it^ and pray the Lord to render 
his word eflScacious in manifesting to tis, the 
depth of our misery. Suppose a man to be in 
such circumstances, that he believes himself to be 
lost and under condemnation. If in that state he 
can supplicate for pardon, I am persuaded the 
Lord Jesus ^11 draw nigh to him, and console 
him with these words: '^Thy sitfis arei forgiven 
thee." This is the moment oi grace : he who 
sighs and groans after it. idll certainly obtain de- 
liverance : he that would preserve his own life^ 
his own strength, virtue, an,d interests, will lose 
all ; but he who consents to be stripped of:every 
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things and considers himself a lost creature, teill 
recover all in him who is the Savionr of sinners. 
Yes, my friend, you must confess for once, that 
you are a sinner, and as such under condemna- 
tion ; then you may also believe that Jesus has 
redeemed you. These are two truths that you 
must acknowledge and firmly believe, in order to 
be saved. You cannot believe the second, with* 
out being persuaded of the^r«^. You must begin 
with this confession : — 

A wretched slave to Satan's power. 
Dead, plung'd in an abyss of sin. 
My conscience, each revolving hour. 
Reproached me mth my s^uilt within. 

A victim to his tyrant rage. 
Lower and lower yet 1 fell ; 
A captive in an iron cage -, 
My anguish I alone can tell. 

My good deeds, formerly my pride and boast, 
I now perceiv'd a dream and vain ; 
My heart, the seat of enmity and lust. 
Oppressed my soul with grief and pain. 

Despur, ah, now remain'd to me. 
Where'er, alarm'd, my eyfes I threw. 
Indignation made me flee. 
And wrath's dread doom appear'd in view. 

After which you may presume to add — 

But my God, whose compassions flow 
E'en like a stream that knows no bound. 
Toward me tum'd, and beheld my woe — 
In his paternal bosom found 
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A. balm to heal my misery ; 
, Mercy and justice were combin'd. 
When Jesus liv*d and died for me — 
My Father's Son, my Brother kind. 

But it too often happens, when God knocks at 
the door of our heart, and sends into it a sense of 
grief and fear, to convince us^ of sin, we imme* 
diately reject the conviction ; we betake ourselves 
to reading, praying, singing psalms or hymns ; we 
go more regularly to church, and the communion 
table ; we perform various acts of worship ; w^ 
practise good works. Why h all this ? In order 
to persuade ourselves that we are not so bad as 
our conscience accuses us of being, and that the 
spirit, which convinces us of sin, is not the Holy 
Spirit, but the tempter, who desires to drive us to 
melancholy and despair. Not but it is always 
right to pray and praise God, but it should be 
done with a heart contrite, and wounded with 
compunction. " O Lord, righteousness belongeth 
unto thee, but unto us confusion of facejs," Dan. 
ix. 7 : it is under this conviction, that. we should 
pray and sing psalms. God declares that we are 
sinners — sinners totally corrupt, who merit nothing 
but condemnation. Therefore, when we refuse to 
acknowledge ourselves to be snch> we make God 
a liar; but when we confess our sins, God is 
found just in his word, alone true, and every man 



46 

a liar. Gal. iii. 9,2; Rom.iii. 4; 1 Johii i. 10; 
Jer. ii. S9« 35; Psalm 11/5. How do we jus- 
tify and give glory to God ? Luke vii. 29, first 
when we confess ourselves to be sinners ; secondly, 
when we believe that it is only by the grace of 
the Lord Jesus, that we can be justified^ and 
made happy, Acts xv. 11 ; Heb. xi. 7; and, 
lastly, when we let the light and grace of Gt>d 
that is in us, shine before men, Matt, v.' 16. 

Disciple. — Ah Lord! it is indeed truth, I am 
a poor sinner. 

Pastor. — Many people say so, but few truly 
feel it. Man, in his natural state, is doubly mi- 
serable : he is defiled with sin, and under condemn 
nation. Full of enmity, incapable of any good, 
destitute of grace, groaning under the malediction 
of the law, he knows not what is come to him. 
Sin o'erwhelms him, his conscience accuses him. 
Sudh is the portrait of a man in a state of unbe- 
lief; such is yours, my friend.* 

* Tlus representation relates to the experience of a 
natural man, when awakened by the powerful eerwiethns 
and illumisMitiotu of the Holy Spirit, in his application of 
the spirituality of the law to the conscience ; and those, 
Tfho have been in such case, will readily subscribe to its 
truth. Man, in his state of nature, unimprested with 
dwine conviction, is totally a stranger to the maledietion 
of the law, and although living under its curse, is igii^rant 
of the perplexity and dismay, a dread of its sentence, 
occasions to the soul, Rom. vii. 9. 



la the first ^Bice, yoti are defiled with sin, 
which is in you, Yoiir htuertf is corrupt, your 
soul is clocked with Ae image of Satui. Like 
him; you lure full of pride^ hati^ed^ eovetousness, 
uiicleaUDesfl, isfod ^vanity^ Witb what promptitude 
do you not submit to these vices? with what 
iltreiygth do they not reign in you? Behold 
Wh&t you are; tstd wha^ you will remain^ until 
yotf seek deliverance, by faith^ in Jfesus. Ae^ 
kncfwledgOy then^ how much Satan has deceived 
you up to tike present moment. JOften he will 
permit us io be delivered from six chains^ pro* 
vided he -can ho^d us captive in the seventh* 
Arid neverthetesSy you imagine yourself to be 
righfedus and good^ bectose yom* conduct is not 
so criminal as fdrmerly^ or as that of such and 
such persons of your acquaintance. But yon 
ieille'Dot thef le^s the slav^ of Satan on that ac« 
count. Yon arie not a fornicator or revengeful ; 
but you are covetous or worldly-minded ; or if 
aV&ric^ does ncrt reign in- you^ perhaps pride or 
some other vice does, and that deprives you of 
the image of Jesus^ leaves ydu without faith in^ 
and lov^ to the Lord^ cold and indifferent to- 
'wards him. 

Not only you are 'defiled- by sin, which is in 
you^ but you are also under condemnation on 
account of it^ — it makes part of your misery^ 
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For which reason you perceive yourself to be far 
from the grace of God, void of love, confidc^nce, 
and gratitude ; disquieted and tormented in your 
conscience, without the enjoyment of peace and 
happy communion with him. How many years 
have you lived in this sad and dangerous state, 
that every day and every hour you seem as upon 
the brink of an abyss, and the bed on which you 
lie, every night, is only a place of inquietude and 
torment ! Nevertheless, for some time past you 
might have enjoyed the happiness you want ; more 
than once, it has been proclaimed and offered to 
you, * but you have always more and more drawn 
back from your God. See what a poor creature 
you are ! the less you perceive it, the more 
miserable you are. If you were truly to consider 
all this, your heart would bleed, and your tears 
would flow night and day. Ah, what happy 
effects would this godly sorrow produce ! How 
many complaints and accusations you would make 
against yourself! With what bitterness you would 
deplore the stupidity of your heart for not having 
sooner obeyed the call of the Gospel! In the 
name of God, do not hold out any longer against 
the convictions of your conscience, but confess 
that all your pretended goodness and devotion are 

* " Come Unto me, all ye that labour, and are keary 
laden, and i will give you rest," Matt. xi. 28. 
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lAcapable of sastaining or tranqaiGzing y6.ur per- 
turbed soul. Even suppose you could, jn your 
own strength, lead an irreproachable life for the 
future^ your old debts would not. on that account 
be cancelled; your former sins for these twenty^ 
forty, sixty years, would still remain — your simple 
repentance would not efface them. These sins, 
which are still yours, merit the wrath of God — 
the avenger ef iniquity. Your good works can 
neither expiate your sins, nor cancel your debts 
towards God{ for it is written, '* all our righteous^ 
nesses are as filthy rags,'' Isa. Ixiv. 6. Be as- 
sared, then, that without the atonement made by 
J eftus Christ, you must remain under condemna- 
tion '* till thou hast paid the uttermost ikrthing," 
Matt. V, 26; that is to say, for ever. It is. the 
Saviour who must first pardon your sins, : and 
afterwards heal your infirmities, Ps. oiii. 3. 

Disciple, — I can, however, assure you, that 
when I first detemiined to becon»e godly, I well 
<sonsidered that I had need of the grace of God, 
and I have often prayed for the gifts of piety, 
ifumility, and meekness. 

Pastor* — ^You have formed a wrong, idea of 
grace. Grace- teMhes us, in the first place, to 
know our extreme misery and sinful state, in order 
that we may renounce it ; afterwards it disposes 
us to flee to the Lord Jesus Jby faith, to obtain 

o 



50 



from him the paidoB of, and d^veranee from «i0« 
Without this grace, it u impassible to arrive at 
true and solid piety. Bat as joa have eatertaiaed 
a false idea of it, yoa have not been able to pofit 
by what it teases, and on that aeeoant, your 
prayers oonld not be fayowrably received ; for 
without repentance and fiiilh, yon cannot be ac- 
ceptable to God* 

You have, then, great need to pray to the 
Lord, that he may grant you a thorough knowledge 
of your misery, the gift of &ith, and the forgive- 
ness of your sins. But it is also necessary that 
you should wait patient^ the mimient of grace, 
and be vigilant to preserve and rightly employ 
his gifts, before you can prove your fidelity to 
him, by studying to live properly. Yon must, 
before every other thing, experience '' jnstificatioB 
by the blood of Jesns,'' Bom. v. 9. Learn to 
humble yourself for ^ ^ ^^^ humility that you 
will be able, to bear witness that joy follows 
forrow, and that exaltation is the fruit of anni- 
hilatioi^i* '' Whosoever exalteth Imnself shall he 
abased, and he that humUeth hknself riiall he 
exalted," Luke xiv. 11. 

It is the eooaomy of grace to hmaUe us, m 

poor sinners, at the feet of Jesus; and thus we 

become lowly and feulliful sheep, and fdlowers of 

the good Shepherd. 

•SeeRoin.vii. 9— 11. 
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Diseiph^^l «IB persQaded «f die truA of aS 
y»tt ifeaire md« a^d Z .begin tp f«el my fuotiBngnem ; 
tmi I biure yet a doubtr^is it sot poiisible to be 
pip^s, prei^iomly to oor being consciiMis of our 
«Biaery, ^nd beUeTiAgin Jeaus Christ? Before that, 
mu9jt we Ufo ia ?ice and impiety? It is what I 
c^PQot believe ; and if it wiere bq, many persons 
w,oald abuse such a doetriae. 

Pastor^-^l will reply to your obyectioii, by 
fA^ervrng^ firsiy that every mao» however impeni* 
'teat w»d fai^Uess be may yet be, can .and ought to 
live a life momlly giood^ that is to say, externally 
decent and virtuous* Here ]the law opposes a 
harrier to a iorrent of rice, and when it is broken 
through, the magistrate is ready to punish the 
transgressor. Bn.t very much is wanting to make 
this external moral goodness, real piety : it is only 
tihe appearance of piety, it is a body without a 
seal. I must tdl you, secondly^ that we cannot 
expect an unconverted man, who has not received 
the grace of God, to live piously, jbecauso it is 
impossible; and diould he endeavour, with aH 
his strength, to do so, all he might attain to of 
himself, would still ike sin, because not pro- 
ceeding from fialli. Thus, when an unconverted 
man desires to seek salv^on, the first lesson he 
ahould aUend to, the iimt maxim he should follow, 
is this: harm, ioino^ ihy misery^ and as thou 
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banst not acqaire this knowledge without grace^ 
pray the Lofd with all thine heart, constantly and 
unremittingly, that he would let thee know and 
feel thy corruption. From the moment a man 
begins to discover his profound misery^ he also 
commences to lose his taste for sin, and to have 
an aversion to ungodliness. To which I must 
add, that it is not my intention to reject or 
despise godliness, when it is the production of 
faith ; but we should never reverse the economy 
of grace. The poor — poor sinners, compose the 
first rank of happy men, Matt. v. 3. 

It is necessary, then, to repent sincerely of 
our sins arid iniquities, and to be converted from 
them, by being grounded by faith upon Jesus 
Christ, as upon the only and immoveable rock of 
salvation. Then we have a foundation on which, 
we may build a religious life and Christian be- 
haviour, Luke vi. 48. It is thus, St. Paul estab- 
lishes for a foundation, '' repentance from dead 
works," and consequently^ '^ faith in Jesus Christ," 
Heb. vi. 1. ''For other foundation can no man 
lay, than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ,^ 
1 Cor. ill. } 1 . See how the Apostle describes the 
chain of salvation : the Lord Jesus, says he^ is 
made unto us wisdom, that we may know the 
depth of our misery, and the magnitude of his 
grace ; righteousness, that we may lay hold upon 
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his merits; sanctification, that we may learn to 
.follow his steps in true holiness of life^ in conti- 
nually crucifying the deeds, of the flesh ; and 
redemption, that after having proved faithful, we 
.may be delivered from all evil, and, through a 
happy deaths enter into his eternal kingdom. 
But, alas ! men have an aversion^ almost uncon- 
querable, to this knowledge of their mbery. The 
greater part say, like the unjust steward, ** I can- 
not dig, to beg I am ashamed.'* They do but 
slightly glance into the interior of the heart instead 
of fathoming it, and penetrating into^ its inmost 
recesses, that they may acknowledge the truth of 
the words of Ezekiel, chap. viii. We are unhap- 
pily disposed to confess ourselves debtors for only 
fifty, pieces, when we owe an hundred, that is to 
say, palliate our vices and conceal part of our. 
sins ; and we are ashamed to beg, that is, to 
implore the grace of God, as poor unworthy 
sinners. 

Disciple.' — Have the goodness to quote some 
{)assages in Scripture, which speak against self- 
righteoasness and false piety. 

Pastor. — ^Very willingly: you have only to 
read St. Paul's Epistles to the Romans and Ga-r 
latiaus, wherein he censures those who insist npbn 
works before justification. According to him, 
works truly good are the firuit pf faith, and . follow; 
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jvslifiG&tHHi ; for whwh reason, k» tweets tlf^ pre- 
tended good works of the JeWis, and etIAs them 
sinftil. Bead also^ Isakk It^ Q, wherein the Lord 
says, ''wherefore do yo«i spend money 16t fhdt 
which k not bf ead^ and your labour for thdt wMeh 
satisfied! not ?'' As if be had 8ai4 why do yon 
pretend to merit grace by your works? The 
works &( the kw and all yonr eSotU united, 
cannot supply what your poor touU want, or extii- 
cate them from misery ; yon will remain for e^er 
hlindf miserable, and naked, if yon do not, as 
weak and onwortby fflonets, receive gi'aee and 
mercy from Jesus your B.edeenier and Sairionr, 
who freely grants the pardon of sins« The Lord 
says, by th^ month of the* same prophet, '* yet 
they seek me daily and delight 16 know my ways, 
as a nation tfafl^ did righteouanese,** Isa. Wiii. £. 
Observe, in the preceding chapter, he had said ; 
" Thou art wearied in the greatneiM of thy way, yet 
saidest thou not there is no hope," Isa. Ivii. )0. 
In the 59th chapter^ 6th terse, he again says, 
''their webs shall not become garments, neither 
shall they cover themselves with their works;** 
that is to say, bow can man live before God ? The 
performance of the deeds of the law cannot stts* 
tain or coy«r him in the sight of the Lord ; it is 
a spider's web, which cannot hide bis shame and 
nakedness. The Prophet Jeremiah liolds tb6 
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^ame tanguage : *' tralj in vain is salTodoii faop^d 
from the hills, and from the moltftifdcf of moun- 
tains ; troly tn the Lovd emr God is' the saWatieii bf 
Israel. We lie down in ovr shame and onr cen- 
ftisfbtt covereth tfs, for we hare sinned against the 
Lord onr 6od/' Jer. iik €15, ^. St. Paul speaks 
to the same effect in several plaees of his vritingi ; 
among others, in bis Epistle to the Romane (ix. 
16), wherein he declares^ that 'Mt is not of Mm 
Aat wiileth, nor of him that runneth, hot of God 
that showeth mercy." Righteoosnes^ and salvation, 
he wonld say, come not by your will, nor by yonr 
endeavours, nor byyour works or amendment, tfor 
by all yon can do to expiate yonr «ns ; but they 
are the gifis of that grace, which manifests itself 
in the reconciliation wrought out by Jesus Chriflt. 
It is absurd/ then, to require uscon verted per- 
sons to do this or that, to live in such a manner, 
and to perform deeds of piety. ' It is expecting a 
dead body to live and act There is no less ab« 
surdity in saying to people of this description,— It 
is necessaiy you should be quite different from 
what you are ; correct such and such a vice; prac^ 
tise such and such a virtue, 8cc. All this is useless, 
because msm cannot of himself break the chains 
which hold him captive under the law of sin; Alt 
that he can do is to drag himself, in his chains,^ 

♦ See htmh xJr. 14. 
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to the feeVof J^sus, and cry, Lord^have Jiiercy 
upon me^ set me free, deliver me from tbts body 
af death ; Lord, save me, or I perish ! It is indeed 
true that the law says to us, thou shalt do this, 
and abstain from that; but the end of such com- 
mandments is to convince us of our impotency, 
and conduqt us to the Saviour, that vre may say to 
him. Lord, I can do nothing of myself; assist 
me ; '' turn thou me and I shall be turned," Jer. 
xxxi. 18. Then the grace of the Gospel wijl 
come to our aid, to give us faith, inclination, the 
will and the power to live soberly, righteously,, and 
godly. Tit. ii. IS ; 1 Peter xvi. 

If you are desirous o£ other testimony than 
the word of God affords, you can consult the pioiK^ 
works of many of the Divines of the Protestant 
Church. If you read Mead's treatise on ''The 
Almost Christian Discovered," it will show you how 
far a person may, by his natural efforts, carry the 
external duties of Christianity. The natural man, 
he says, may have very extensive knowledge and 
wonderful talents ; he may go so far as to touch 
and awaken the consciences of others ; he may be 
an undaunted witness for the truth, and even a 
martyr for religion. You will see him hate many 
vices that are contrary to his temperament; correct 
and amend himself in many respects ; feel, from 
time to time, motions of grace, love what is good^ 
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be zedous, pray constantly and devoutly, possess a 
sort of faith, that is to say, have a lively persuasion 
of the truth, and even surpass^ in many external 
good worics, those who are really converted, and 
in a state of grace. And with all this, the man i& 
nothing more than an honest heathen, or, if we 
may use the expression, an Almost Christian. The 
same author informs you, that the first real opera- 
tion of divine grace in the heiart, is a deep convict 
tion of our sinful state and profound misery, 
accompanied by a lively feeling on account of it* 
This conviction is the touchstone by which the 
l¥ork of grace is distinguished from that of hypo- 
critical nature. To commit sin, says Mead, is the 
worst of all things; but to see sin in ourselves is 
the best discovery we can make. When a man, 
says he again, is only desirous of freeing himself 
from the reproaches of his conscience, and in order 
to quiet it, endeavours to perform various duties,- 
he may attain to a conscience humanly and natu- 
rally good ; but to give peace to the conscience, 
nothing less will suffice than the sprinkling of the 
bloQd of Christ : thus, when he approaches the 
Saviour, and pours out his heart before, him, in 
sighs and groans, until he has obtained the grace 
he implores, then he has a heart truly purified and 
renewed. In another place, the same author 
remarks, that we must go as poor sinners to Jesus,. 

D 5 
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who beetune poor and stripped Innif elf at has own 
glory» ID order that we may be waftbed '^ ki tbe 
blood of tbe Lamb slain for qb/' He adds^ the 
reason why so many persons delude themselves is, 
that the heart of man is natural^ deeeitfttl. On 
which accottttt the law does not admit any one to 
be judge and witness in his own cause** 

This doctrine is the same the blessed Luther 
constantly teaches in alt his writings* In his 
Commentaries on the Book of -Genesis, chap. 15^ 
he says, ''All other sins, such as anger, impa* 
tienoe, drunkenness, &&. are naturally so disgrace^ 
fuly that all reasonable men are ashamed of them, 
because they are aware they sin in abandoning 
themselves to them; but Seif-confidenoe and es«- 
teem, the advantageous idea one has of his wisdom, 
virtue, and pretended piety^ are those qualities 
which, like the Pharisee in the Gospel, they 
cannot acknowledge and avow* to be sinful; they 
are even gloried in as gifts of the Spirit of God. 
This is truly a spiritual leprosy, a desperate malady, 
and almost incurable.'' Observe, likewise, what 
he says in the sixth volume of bis works, printed 
at Jena, page 42 ; " When my faith is pure and 
exempt* from hypocrisy, it does not fix or setUe 

* The author does not quote literally from Mr. Mead's 
excellent Treatise, but the matter produced may be found 
therein* 
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itpon inyacif, nor trpon my works^ as if^ on account 
of theoY, Gkfd tfhouid be gracibus and propitious to 
me ; do, this is rather the property of a false and 
hypocritieal faith. The Pharisee associates the 
grace of God with his own merits; and although 
he may have tfie word of Christ in his mouth; his 
heart, not the less, trusts in itself. It is a patched- 
up pietj, destitute of foundation, and built upon 
the sand. It must fall into ruin^ with the pre- 
tended faith which upholds it.*' Further on he 
says, '• If proof be necessary, it will be soon seen 
how diflScnlt it is for a man of good works to strip 
himself of all seif-righteousness, and as a poor 
naked sinner to seek grace at the feet of Jesns^ 
by a lively faith> and an entire dependance of 
heart upon him. For these twenty years that I 
have been preaching against self-righteousness, it 
should seem that I ought myself to be entirely free 
from it ; nevertheless, I constantly feel that I am 
not yet quite exempt from this spot. I should 
take pleasure in being able to carry anything to 
God, that he might be gracious to me on account 
of my holiness. On the other hand, it yet costs 
much to my carnal nature to abandon myself 
entirely to his unmerited graoe« It is, and must 
remain true, however, that we must necessarily 
come to this." 

In his explanation of the 2 1st chapter of 



60 



Genesis^ he says, ^' Men da not become children 
and heirs of God, but in proportion as they grow 
into humility, and despair of themselves, so that 
they solely seek consolation and support in Jesus 
Christ. Yet many there are who refuse to humble 
themselves, and who kick and murmur against 
those who endeavour to lead them into a salutary 
self-abasement: these are doubly hardened/' To 
these passages may be joined the remarkable 
words of the same author, who says, in the sixth 
volume of his works, page 40, '^ God has estab- 
lished two tribunals for men: a tribunal of judg-^ 
ment for the proud, who, living in security, will 
neither be convinced of nor confess their sins; and 
a tribunal of grace for poor and fearful souls, 
who, feeling and confessing their sins, tremble 
before his judgment, and pine after hb grace. 
This tribunal is Jesus Christ: it is to this 1 appeal, 
and to this I wUl hold." 

Disciple (now the awakened sinner.) — God 
be praised ! I am sensibly penetrated with all the 
truths you have instructed me in* 



And feeling myself a sinner to be. 
No longer will I stop or delay. 
My holiness, my sins, my misery. 
At thy feet, dear Saviour, to lay. 
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DIALOGUE THE SECOND. 

'* Neither is there salvation in any other; for there k 
none other name under heaven given among meuy 
whereby we must be saved/' Acts iv. 12. 



In this second Dialogue we have chiefly in 
view those weak and distressed persons who con* 
sider themselves lost creatures; and being cast 
down under a sense of their impotency^ after 
many unsuccessful efforts to overcome evil, and 
practise what is right, faint and lose courage* 
W^ likewise address ourselves to those souls who 
desire to ha\e faith, and are anxious to live a 
godly life and be happy, but do not know how to 
attain to it; also to those who dare not receive the 
Gospel, or apply to themselves the benefits it 
offers, so unworthy do they feel themselves of the 
grace promised to them that believe: in general, 
the instruction contained in it has respect to all 
those who think the magnitude of their sins sur- 
passes that of the grace of God. 

The misery of every one of these arises from 
their being yet under the law, that is to say, they 
would convert themselves, and in order to attain 
this object, weary themselves with all kinds of 



devout eicerciseSy and neglect the essential thing, 
which is to flee to Jesus Christ, that they may 
receive^ above all things, the pardon of their sins, 
and the assurance of their reconciliation to God. 
See a faithful portraiture of their condition in 
Rom. vii. 14 — 25 ; and Luke x. 

Let the Priests and Levites of the law of 
Moses, beholding these poor souls, pass on the 
other side : the true servant of the Gospel of God 
will be touched with compassion towards them; 
and endeavouring to strip them of the filthy rags 
of their own righteousness, will present them with 
a better garment — the perfect righteousness of 
Jesus Christ: for such are the people our Divine 
Master has resolved to honour; it is for them he 
says (Luke xv. 29), as Ahasuerus formerly, "make 
haste, and take the apparel, as thou hast said, and 
do even to Mordecai the Jew, that sitteth at the 
king's gate, and let nothing fail of all thou hast 
spoken," Esther vi. 10. These are timorous con- 
sciences, that one should be careful not to strike 
with the cudgel of the law. Ah ! *' lift up, lift 
up the hands that hang down, and strengthen the 
feeble knees," Heb. xii. 12. Say to these fearful 
hearts, take courage, fear not, Jesus is God who 
"will himself come to save you," Isa. xxxv. 4. 
Repeat to them that ^* the kingdom of heaven is 
theirs ;" that " blessed are they that mourn,** 
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Hatt« V. 4t because there diflB be gfiten unto tbenl 
'* beaoty for ashes^ a&d tbe oil of joy for mourn* 
ing/' Isa. Ixi. d. 

In oider^ then, that the persons of whom we 
speak, may obtain true peace^ we do not here 
preaoh to them £uth as. a duty tbe law commands 
us to perform, as a work it enjoais ns to do, but 
we strire, under the Divine blessing, to in^ire 
tbem with that faith by the preaching of the 
OospeL Neither do we require that these per- 
sons sbouM, at the commencement, lead a godly 
life; for we well know they cannot do it before 
they have received fiuth. We direct them to 
Jesus, who knows how to teach them to live 
soberly, righteously, and godly, and who will give 
them the will, inclination, and power necessary to 
a Christian lifis. As to the voluntary slaves of 
sin, who would abuse our words, it is in another 
tone we must address them. 



IHsdple.'-^-AlAsl how much am I to be pitied! 
Since our last conversation I have had no repose: 
I have even passed whole nights without sleep. 
It is only now I see how grossly I Imve deceived 
myself in relying upon my own works, and trusting 
in my own strength. A vain confidence and » 
life morally good have inflated me with a stupid 
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pnde. I baT6 experienced a pharisaical delight 
in being able, when an opportunity offered, to talk 
about religion, particularly when in the company 
of those less virtuously inclined than myself: I 
thought myself much above them in every respect, 
and it arose from a desire to be considered among 
them a good man, or from other motives equally 
criminal. More than once I have rejected and 
rashly condemned others, who were abundantly re^ 
plenished with grace, whilst I myself was entirely 
destitute of it. T now begin to perceive how 
much I have been, and still am, blind, impotent, 
and covered with sins and corruption. The thick 
veil that had hitherto covered my eyes prevented 
my seeing what I now do; and when the Holy 
Spirit began to awaken my conscience, I soon 
found out the unhappy consequence of a sleepy 
one, in having appropriated to myself consolatory 
passages in the word of God, which were not 
applicable to my situation. Now that my con- 
science is awakened, the sius I have committed 
without scruple, appear to my imagination in the 
most hideons shape, terrifying and condemning 
me. A great number of gross sins rise up in 
judgment against me. At this moment I compre- 
hend how the sight of sin is accompanied with 
the anguish which certain of my acquaintance 
have been so. distressed vfitlf on account of it. Ji. 
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cannot now^aB formerly, have recourse to false 
consolations. When I lie down to sleep, it seems 
aj5 if I. was going to appear before the tribunal of 
6od» and receive the sentence of my condemna* 
tion. Good God ! . when I think of it I shudder. 
Sometimes, it is true, I have a little repose, but 
after short intervals of hope, the agony returns as 
acutely as ever. Ob ! shall I ever be delivered 
from these fears that overwhelm me? Is there. 
Sir, is there grace for me?* 

Pastor* — I bless God with all my heart, and 
thank the faithful Shepherd of souls, who has 
deigned to lay hold of his poor wandering sheep. 
I will not y«t say to you, what the kind Saviour 
did to the widow of Naiu: /^ weep not." I will 
cather say, as he did. to the inhabitants of Jeru-> 
salem, *' Daughters of Jerusalem, weep fpr your- 
selves.'' Yes, weep, give free course to your 
tears ; but at the same time be assured that your 
case is not desperate ; that your ** sickness is not 

* The extremity of distress here described is not alike 
felt by every awakened soul : some are draiva by gentler 
means -, but the excess usually prevails where the doc- 
trines of the Gospel have previously been rested upon 
without the heart-experience of them — ^in those who have 
held the truth in unrighteousness. In all cases, however, 
the false peace of a natural state must be disturbed and 
broken ; for the Saviour does not bestow his peace upon 
any who do not feel the want of ft, and implore it at his 
hands. 
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onto deatfi ;** that yofor sorrow is a ''godly sorrow;'' 
and that the hour is not far distant, when yotrr 
Saviour wift draw nigh to pardon and console 
you. 

Disciple. — ^Yott cannot imagine how great my 
distress is. It is as though God, in the rigour of 
his judgments, had already rejected me. What 
wounds me the most, is my having so often 
despised his grace, and now, perhaps, it is too late 
to have recourse to it. 

Pastor. — By no means, my friend ; a proof 
that you are not excluded from grace is, that the 
Lord Jesus is now working in you a sense of your 
misery. He would save you as a '* brand plucked 
out of the fire.** You would, indeed, have had 
much greater reason to despair, had he suffered 
you to remain in security and hardness of heart; 
but sioce he has awakened your sleepy conscience, 
ft is a proof that he will not abandon you. 

Disciple.~t welt understand all that, but I 
am nearly in* the same state that Jacob was, when 
they assured him his sou Joseph was yet alive ; 
that is to say, my heart can hardly be persuaded 
of these thingf, and notwilhslaading I begin to 
believe them to be true. 

Pastor. — What do you think of doing then? 
W^here will you go with your misery? How do 
you hope to be delivered from it? 
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Disdph. — I tUiik tbe best way will be !• 
ccnrrect and amead mysrif. 

Pastor. — ^See^ yon have air^uly retmrtiad to a 
confidence in yom own wofks. You are yet wi^ 
out faitfa^. and yon wcnitd amend yoravelf I Yon 
would inrert tbe order according to which giMe 
constantly acts^ tlmt is to say^ yon are desirous it 
should sanctify, before it justifies yon. You ex^ 
pect to find that in the law which is only to be 
found in the Goi^l^ or rather in Jesus Cbrii^ 
Jmnself. In thus acting, you are yourself the 
jMrincipal obstacle to your adtancement: you wiH. 
never attain to a full assurance of faith, and wiU 
eofltinaally remam without the necessary strength 
to lead a good life« The first grace you should 
aspire after is jostification by faith; so soon as you 
shall have obtained it^ your light wiil dawn as the 
break of day, and your core,. that is your sanctifi^ 
eation^ will bud forth immediately. 

Before having received from on high tbe 
power to believe in the Lord Jesus, all that you 
can do» in your present satuation^ is to desire^ to be 
delivered from the sad condition sin has brought 
you into. By yourself you cannot go beyond thfit^ 
Ae Saviour must set you free, " and if the Son 
shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed/' 
JFohn viiiA 36. But if yon have it not at heart to 
be truly delivered from condemnation and the 
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(dominion of sin, and are willing that only one sin 
should reign in you, however small it may appear 
in year eyes, yon may belieye for certain, that a 
single sin will be a wall of separation between 
you and Jesns. Deliverance from sin is the con- 
sequence and effect of faith; but to obtain this 
faith go to him who gives it, and resolve to 
renounce all that can be called sin. Would you 
not call those senseless who, being sick, should 
isend for a physician without a sincere desire to be 
cured? Would. you esteem those to have been 
wiser, of whom the Gopel speaks, if they had 
deferred going to the Saviour till they had been 
healed by themselves, under a pretext that it was 
not proper to approach him in the condition they 
were then in? If, then, you feel the weight of 
your sins, and desire to obtain deliverance from 
them, flee to Jesus . such as you are, and seek 
pardon of them from him by faith. The moment 
in which, the leprous, the blind, and the other sick, 
believed in the Saviour, was usually that of their 
cure. It is in vain that a man, by all kinds of 
irksome exercbes.and by his own free will, strives 
to deliver himself from his prevailing sins, and the 
inquietude they occasion him ; it is in vain to that 
end, that he multiplies his reading, hears the word, 
weeps, fasts, gives alms, and lives in solitude. He^ 
only augments his misery, and alienates himself 
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further from Ood ; because, instead of depending 
solely upon the work of redemption^ and giving al 
the glory of it to the Son of God, he still relies 
upon his own works. The more a person is rooted 
in Christ/the more he perceives that he is incapable 
of helping himself, and he cleaves more simply to 
Jesus, in whose name alone he can be saved. 

Disciple. — I have more than once experienced 
the truth of what you say. I have frequently re- 
solved to amend myself, and all my endeavours to 
that end did but aggravate my misery. What I 
built one day, tumbled into ruins the next, and 
my hopes vanished as a shadow. 

Pastor. — What you state is not uncommon 
with persons newly affected by grace. Many, after 
their first awakening, remain in the same state. If 
they fall into any sin, instead of going humbly to 
the Saviour for pardon and deliverance from it^ 
they make useless efforts to amend themselves, 
and not succeeding in overcoming their bad habits, 
they resume the attempt again and again. What 
is the consequence ? Some fall by little and little 
into negligence ; and others, though more sincere 
and serious, return to the false opinion, that they 
possess the power in themselves to correct and 
amend their lives ; so true it is, *' that the way of 
man i^ not in himself, and it is not in man that 
walketh to direct his steps/' Jer. x. 23. How 
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faappy would «uch eoals be, if, from ^ eomiMMe^ 
m^nt of thw being awak«i)ed« (bey w^e iitiioe<* 
fUately to go to JT^esus, aikl imploria of biai« tbe life 
and power tbey ar^ iQ want of 1 Certainly tbey 
would be beard, and jpeeeive jfrom bi«a wbat tbey 
in ¥ain iook for in tbem^lvas or elsewhere. But 
man by nature is unhappily pinone to reverse Ibe 
order of salyatioB which God has establi^ed. 
This disposition is also yours^ my dear friend^ 
inasmuch as yon expeet that ^aoetifieaiion and 
amendment of life, should precede iaitb and a 
change of heart. 

Disciple. — It is prepis^ly wli^ I have done 
before tbe^Iiord av^aJt^ened me from the sleepy 
security I was in. 

Pcw^or*— Know, then, that so long as you 
remain without being united to the Saviour by 
faith, you will be 4estitttte of life and pewer« eskd 
as unable to amend yourself^ as a deiad persom is 
to rise up, or a siek one to work. Wbat planta 
can the jbeart produce^ what firuit bring forth, 
before it has received the seed of the Gospel ? 

Disciple .—^Y on draw a faithful picture of my 
sad condition. 

Pastor.-^It Is neiwrly the eame, when jaot 
having a thor<Mjgh e;Kp^ienQe of our laisery, and 
without being animated by tbe spidt of Ghriet* 
(wbp alone om enable ns to live like bim, UAd Cor 



71 

kim) ve pretend to have true faith. This pre- 
tended faithf or rather this shadow of faitb> i» 
without foundation and without life ; without fouI^• 
dation> because not preceded by sincere repent- 
ance; and without life^ because unaccompanied 
by.sanctifii^ation. The faith which is really the 
Work of God, is to be found in him alone^ who 
approaches the Saviour as a lost sinner, in order 
to obtain pardon through his blood ; and who fol- 
lows him that he may live in him and for bim« 
This faith has root and alone bears fruit. 

Disciple. — I have had^ however, a sinc^e de- 
sire to amend myself; but when I could not suc^, 
ceedy I was so distressed as to lose all courage. 

Pastor. — It is the unalterable wUi of the Lord^ 
who being a God jealous of his glory, is pleased 
to confound the works of men, done in their own 
strength, in order to compel them to go to Jesus, 
that they may draw life and power from the blood 
of reconciliation. Therefore, I do not wish that, 
by your own power, you could succeed in amend*^ 
ing yourself; for, supposing it to be possible, yot|. 
wx)uld never know the Saviour, never feel faow 
precious and efficacious his blood ia ; iiever expe-r 
lience the pardon of sin, and the joy it produces. 
Yes, my dear friend, be that is desirous of re- 
clauning and saving himself, by his own means, i» 
igm^ant of the worth ^f a 3$^vioiir. While h^ 
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confesses Jesas with his mouth, in the bottom of 
his heart, he regards himself as his own saviour, 
^nd never can attain to true peace of mind. 

Disciple. — God has, hov«^ever, informed me in 
his word, what things are good, and what are not 
so ; that I ought to do this, and avoid ,that. This 
our clergy also teach us, in their sermons, in order 
that we may lead a Christian life. Do you not 
think I ought to follow the path the Gospel 
traces? 

Pastor. — It is true the law of God shows you 
what is good and what is not so ; not that it 
expects, in the state of impotency and death in 
which you still are, that you can do all it commands, 
or avoid all it forbids, but that you may learn to 
know yourself to be poor, miserable, and corrup t; 
that you may feel your own inability to do good, 
and that as such you may. go to Jesus, who will 
grant you life and power, which neither nature or 
the law can. It was for this reason St. Paul said, 
*^ The law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto 
Christ," Gal. iii. 24. 

In the first place, you must be convinced that 
you ai'e spiritually blind, miserable, poor, and 
naked ; and when you shall have learnt and felt 
this, the Saviour will apply to you these reviving 
words, ** Son, be of good cheer, thy sins be for- 
l^ven thee., • Arise and walk." 3^fore he shall 
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Have freed you from the bonds of Satan, in grant- 
ing you the remission of your sins, you will never 
be able to walk in his ways ; and he will say to 
you, as heretofore to Peter, '*Thou canst not 
follow me now, but thou shalt follow me after- 
wards;" that is to say, when thou hast found life, 
by my bloody death, and art endowed with a new 
spirit, ** then thou shalt follow me," John xiii. 36. 
' Disciple. — But teU me, I intreat you, why God 
does not bestow upon me the strength I desire, 
that I may lead a good life ? 

Paster.^— The succour of God is not manifested' 
till we despair of the assistance of every creature. 
Such are his ways in temporal a^ well as in spiritual 
deliverances. 

Disciple, — It is, likewise, necessary I should 
trfl you, that T have often endeavoured to combat 
tny sins, but have always had the misfortune to 
yield to them. 

Pastor. — It was because yon strove against 
them alone, without Jesus, and was not armed 
with the hnckler of faith ; for without that, it is 
impossible to stand against the «nemy : thus to be 
attacked is to be vanquished. It is only love armed 
with faith that renders us more than conquerors. 
Before every thing, then, pray importunately for 
true faith, and an assurai>ce of your reconciliation ; 
when you shall have obtained them, you will easily 

6 
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triumph oyer yoar euemies. In fact, this is not 
the time for yon to combat, bat to acquire faith in, 
and feed upon the word of the Gospel, to*the end 
that your inner man may be nourished up, and 
one day become a soldier of Christ. The moment 
you perceive any enemy or temptation approach- 
ing, whether within or without, imitate little fright- 
ened children, who run quickly to hide themselves 
in the bosom of their mother; that is to say, hasten 
in spirit and by faith to take refuge in the bosom 
of Jesus, for it is there you will be in safety. In 
your present state of spiritual infancy and weak- 
uess, you must studiously avoid every opportunity 
of sinning. When you shall ' have arrived at a 
riper age, and become a man in Christ, you wiH 
be able to resist, conflict, and overcome. The love 
and faithfulness of our dear Saviour towards new- 
born and weak believers are so great, that he 
carries them in his arms, hides them in his bosom, 
and drives the enemy from them, so that as yet 
thay are unacquainted with his craft and his power ; 
but when the time of their trial arrives, the enemy 
is permitted to approach nearer, and then they 
learn to resist him atid Overcome his temptations. 

Disciple. — I have often combatted in vain^ 
which makes me despair of success. 

Pastor, — If you were so cowardly as to be 
discouifaged in the sequel, and suffer yourself to be 
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agaio drawn away by the worlds you would be of 
the Dumber of those fearful and unbelieviog per- 
sons, who will have their part "in the. lake which 
burneth with fire and brimstone/' Rev. xxi. 8, 
and. of those who lose patience and depart from 
the right way. 

DUcipU,~^l can assure you that I desire, with 
all my heart, to be changed. 

Pnsior. — This desire is a proof of your sin- 
cerity ; but as I have already told you^ ypur wishes^ 
resolutions, and promises of amendment are vain 
and useless, if you do not go as a misi^rable sinner 
to Jesus to implore your cure from him. Matt. 
XV. SO. How many times have you made a de- 
termination to live better ? How often have you 
endeavoured to convert and amend yourself? Yet, 
to this moment, you have done nothing towar^ls it. 
Why ? Because you still secretly confide in your 
own strength. Do you really desire pardon and 
remission of your sins I Go to Jesus ; but go as a 
sinner, who csui neither promise nor perform any 
thing. ^ 

DUcipk, — I confess that I have need of being 
seriously and entirely converted, without which 
I 09n neither- possess faith, nof obtain the grace 
of God. 

Pastor J — You are right; but remember^ faith 
must precede amendment and sanctificatipn. 

B 2 
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Wheu one talks of con version, the entire work of the 
change and renewal of man is often meant^ that is, 
repentance^ faith, and an alteration of life. Here 
we use the term conversion in a sense less exten* 
fiive, and mean a change of heart and mind : or^ 
as St. Paul expresses it, '' repentance from dead 
works/' Heb. vi. 1. Conversion, in this significa- 
tion^ consists in knowing not only the sinful acts 
we have. committed, but also the depth of misery, 
corruption^ and depravity there is in our hearts; 
in a lively sorrow on account of our state, accom* 
panied by a sincere detestation of, and ardent 
supplication for^ deliverance from it. To this 
grace, the Lord adds that of faith in Jesus, and 
confidence in his merits ; then we may apply our<> 
selves successfully to the work of sanctification, 
A true and entire conversion is always attended 
by faith and a dependance upon grace. It is 
simply by faith that we renounce all and cleave to 
Jesus Christ; so, likewise, it is only to a true 
believer that the Lord grants a sincere desire to 
depart from evil and the necessary strength to do 
so ; from whence may be concluded, that without 
true faith there can be no real and entire conVer- 
8ion« Thus, the part you have to take is to apply 
to the Lord Jesus, to bestow upon you grace and 
j[>ardon. It is not imagined that you can save 
yourself: Christaloneis our Saviour and Deliverer, 
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He bas already purchased ns, paid our ransom, 
and obtained grace for us* It remains on our 
part to accept this grace by faith^ and cleave to 
him, that we may be found in Christ, as in an 
impregnable fortress. '^ The name of the liord is 
a strong tower. The righteous runneth into it, 
and is safe," Prov. xviii. 10. 

Disciple. — I understand and believe all this ; 
but tell me, sir, what do^you think of me? Do 
you believe that the Lord Jesus will receive such 
a sinner as I am, and pardon my sins? 

Pcistor. — ^Yes; without doubt I believe it, and 
you may go to him in full confidence of it. He 
'knows that no otie can help you but himself; and 
he has already waited a long time, that you might 
turn to him. Read the Gospel, and see who were 
they that were received by Jesus ; they were the 
.sick, the miserable, publicans, people who had led 
a bad life ; in a word, sinners. The servants of 
the king were commanded to bring in the jpoor, 
who had no righteousness to produce; the lame 
and the impotent, who were incapable of acting or 
doing any thing; the blind, who, not seeing their 
way clearly, abandoned themselves to the pity of 
those willing to conduct them. As for such as 
were unconscious of their misery and necessities, 
they refused to go to the Saviour, and so excluded 
themselves from his grace, liuk^ xiv. 
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IHscipk. — Yoia do not know aH the eTiI that 
is in me. In the first place, T have a heait 90 
cormpt that it mast be changed. 

Pastor. — It iis good that yon should know the 
evil of your heart ; but it is precisely because it 
is so bad that you have need to appFy to the 
Saviour. Go to him then — go, such as you are; 
place all your confidence in him, and you will find 
in him the change you desire ; for it is he who will 
cleanse and sanctify yonr heart, and prepare a 
place in it for himself to dwell. 

XHsciple. — ^I have great difficulty in believing 
that the Lord Jesus will draw nigh to a heart 
defiled like mine, and dwell in it by his grace. 

Pastor. — But the light he has communicated 
to you^ proves (hat he has commenced his work 
of grace in you ; without it you could not know 
yourself so well, or feel so painiiilly your mahdy. 
In fact the Lord '' looks to him that is poor and of 
a contrite spirit ;'' and *' dwelleth with him that is 
of a contrite and humble spirit,'' Isaiah Ixvi. 2, 
and Ivli. \5. 

As dodn as you are enabled to believe in the 
Lord Jesus, with all your heart, you will be washed 
in his blood from all sin, and delivered from all 
ooodemnation ; purified from dead works and fi^ed 
from the servitude of sin, that you may serve th6 
living God, Itom. viii. I ; Ueb. ix. 14. A new 
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spirit will be given /you, a clean heart and a will 
inclined t6 good. You have received already the 
earnest of these graces. Your will is pure since 
you entertain sincere desires after sanctification, 
and are fearful of contracting the least pollution. 
If the germ of original sin is yet alive in you, 
know that the most advanced in sanctification are 
not entirely exempt from its motions; but the 
course these faithful souls take is to go daily to the 
fountain of salvation, to implore they may be 
washed afresh in the blood of the Lamb, and ab- 
solved from their faults ; and that they may be 
enabled to strip themselves, more and more, of 
their sinful tags, and of every stain of the flesh 
and spirit. Here you must be oo your guard 
against two rocks equally dangerous. One con- 
isists in believing ourselves to be so pure and holy, 
as to be exempt from sin, weaknesses, and imper- 
fections. This is the character of the hypocrite, 
in whose mouth the truth is not, 1 John i. 8 ; 
Luke xvL \5; Prov. xxx. 12. This is the lan- 
guage of the proud Pharisee. The other rock 
consists in extenuating our faults, and allowing 
otu^elves to live after the flesh, under pretext that 
it is impossible to be entirely perfect; that the most 
pious are not without failings ; that the Saviour 
is not so particular, and we need not be so scru- 
pulous. This is the language of the Old Serpent, 
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audjf Qver so little attended to^will insenbly lead 
us into the paths of remissness and deatfa. .The 
right and sure way is, after having obtained by faith 
the purification of our hearts^ to aspire,. more and 
more, to be ''cleansed from all filthiness of the 
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of 
the Lord," 2 Cor. vii. 1 ; 1 John iii. S. We should 
continuaUy seek fresh applications of the blood of 
Jesus Christ, become more sensibly united to him, 
more i^incere, more serious, more upright, more 
faithful ; in a word, more established in the grace pf 
justification as well as ia that of sanctificatioiiy 
Ephes, iii. and Heb. xii. 

Disciple. — I easily conceive that there, is no 
concord between Christ and Belial. 

Pa«/or.:--AssuredIy none. Jesus cannot-dwell 
in a heart that loves sin> and rests satisfied under 
its donunion ; but the compassionate Saviour does 
not disdain to draw uigh to pOor sinners, who 
groan under the weight of their misery. These 
miseries, when sensibly felt and acknowledged 
with grief, are the maladies that move bis com^ 
passion, and of which he is the physician. 

Disciple, — If I were better, I should have 
more confidence in the Saviour ; but I feel myself 
so unworthy that I dare not approach him. 

Pastor. — That is to say, you are not willing 
to go to him, as an ungodly and sinful creature to 
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be justified, but iis a saint. Observe what St. 
Paul says upon the subject: ''But to him that 
vorkefth not, but believeth on him that justifietb 
the ungodly^ bis faith is counted for righteous- 
ness," Rom« iy. 5. This humility accompanied by- 
fear, proceeds from spiritual pride : yet there is 
nothing so truly pitiable as a proud person. You 
desire to stand before God in your own merits, 
wiulst neither in heaven nor on earth has there 
been found any one sufBcieutly holy but the Lamb 
of God, Rev. v. 4. As for you, you merit 
nothing but hell ; that is the sum of your deserv- 
ings: and the more you imagine of yourself, or 
appropriate to yourself any thing better, the further 
you are from that free grace, which has been 
obtained and is intended for sinners. As for 
holiness, there is now none in the nature of man ; 
it has been destroyed by oripnal sin : but in our 
extreme unworthiness, onr consolation is, that 
** worthy is the Lamb that was slain," Rev. v. 12. 
It is in his blood that we are washed from our 
sins : su6h is the road to jttstifi<^ation. When the 
Saviour calls to him those that are burthened and 
heavy laden, you are comprehended in .the invi- 
tation. Draw nigh then, only believe : all is 
yours ; do not deprive yourself of the proffered 
grace by unbelief and mistrust. Be assured that 
the Lord Jesus will effect the conquest of your 
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lieftrt; not because it is good, but that he may 
make it so. Pride prevents your going As a poor 
sinner to him, so that you must not ' be surprised 
if he hides himself and keeps at a distance from 
you; for he resisteth the proud. Your soul is 
in a miserable condition, but he will make it his 
spouse if it suffer* itself to be stripped of its 
sinful tatters, that it may accept of and be clothed 
with the robe of the righteousness of God. 
Cease, then, to complain that you have no good 
to offer ; be content to appear before him such as 
you are, and to receive of him, as unmerited 
grace, all you have need of. 

Disciple. — I thought, on the contrary, that it 
was pride to aspire after the grace I am so un* 
worthy of, and true humility not to dare to pretend 
to it. 

Pastor. — It is an error. Souls, however well 
disposed, are susceptible of a fialse humility ; first, 
as it regards justification, when they refuse to 

* Let not the maintainers of the doctrine of 807enei|Tii 
irresistible grace be offended at this expression. Peter 
would not suffer his master to wash his feet, till he was 
told, *' If I wash thee not thou hast no part in me,*' John 
xiii. 8. In like manner, the awakened sinner \rili not 
part with his own foncied righteousness, till convinced of 
its insufficiency, and that he must perish without the impu- 
tation by the Holy Spirit of the immaculate robe df Christ's 
righteousness. 
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sad Offered. freely to tbem ; secondly, as it respects 
ganciifimtiony wken they del not perform all the 
good they ought and dM, under pretence that it 
would render them proud^ 

JOisiAple. — When I find myself so often in 
fkult, I am quite discouraged, 6nd the spark of 
faith, which was beginning to lighten up in my 
hearty is ready to expire. 

Pflwfor.—It is right that you should be more . 
and more divested of every good opinion of your- 
self, and of all conlldenee in your own strength ; 
but let not the spark of faith grace hath kindled 
»i you be extinguished:^ rather return to the 
Siiviourwith fresh confidence. Know, likewise, 
ih^ difference is great between perceiving/ with 
sorrow, the existence of sin within us, and willingly 
coBfttnitting fiin. Natural men, who live in secu- 
rity, and impenitence, call the gross sins thai 
reign within them by the name of infirmities, 
while fearful and repentant souTs regard their 
weaknesses and involuntary faults, as enormous 
and prevailing sins. Both deceive themselves. If 
you think lightly of your faults, and feel no scruple 

* Fsdth is a gift and work of the Holy Spirit which 
can never be extinguished ^ but. it may be, in the appre- 
hension of the subject of it. 
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in .commitdiig them, yoa can never •btain the 
grace of God, nor preserve it after it has been 
received; but when your miseries and fiiuits are 
involantary, and produce in yon self-abasemaitt 
they are no impediment to your receiving this grace, 
or to its preservation. You must not suppose that 
you only are in this condition. There is not a single 
child of God, who does not still groan under the 
feeling of his remaining corruption, and sigh after 
entire deliverance from it. The moment you per- 
ceive your misery, go immediately, in simplicity^ 
to the Saviour, make a sincere confession to him 
of every thing, supplicate for pardon, and accept it 
as soon as offered. The more you exercise your 
faith, the more the evil you ure burtheped with will 
lose its strength, and the more likewise you wiU 
advance in sanctification. 

DUciple. — :It has often occurred to me that, 
perhaps, I have not yet sufficiently felt my miseiy, 
and that I ought to experience more sorrow and 
grief on account of it than I have done, as a 
necessary preparative foe my applying to the 
Saviour and obtaining the assur^ce of his grace. 

Pastor* — ^You are not entirely wrong. There 
are too many persons i^ho wish to pass over every 
thing quickly, and do not sufficiently enter into 
the discovery of their misery, but go to the 
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Stiviour with too much levity; it is daBgerouft 
the Lord desires serious aod sedate hearts — 

He deeply di|if8, and removes the sand. 
That on his foundation we ma; stand. 

There are, however, other persons who render 
the matter more difficult than it really is. Judge 
for. yourself : would it be reasonable for a sick 
person to desire to be still more indisposed^ before 
he send for a doctor? If you feel yourself mise- 
rable, it is a sufficient reason to induce you to 
apply to the Physician of souls. 

Disciple, — During how long a time, and to 
what degree, ought I to feel my misery, and the 
grief it occasions me ? 

Pastor, — Until you conceive an utter aversion 
to every thing that can be called sin and vanity ; 
until you despair of help from yourself and every 
other creature ; until, driven by your misery, you 
go and prostrate yourself at the feet of Jesus, 
that yon may embrace his merits, apprehend his 
righteousness, and receive grace and salvation 
from him. This consciousness of your misery, and 
fueling of heart-compunction, should continue all 
your life. It unhappily occurs to many sensible 
Honls to lose, too soon, this feeling; and that, 
because they have not seriously renounced the 
world and sin, and because they still find a 
certain satisfaction in them, and try to excuse 
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and jastify their secret attachment to evil. Again* 
it happens when a man endeavours to heal him- 
self of the malady of sin, drives a^ay the thought 
of it, and expects to calm his troubled conscience, 
before it has been healed and consoled by faith 
and the virtue of the blood of Jesus; for in faot 

Our corruptions had remained for ever. 
Our polluted souls ne'er been heaPd ; 

But for the wounds of that dear Saviour, 
Who with his blood our pardon seal'd. 

When pious Bunyan perceived that the humbling 
and painful feeling of his corruption had ceased, 
he prayed to God that he might not be cured 
of this frame of mind by any other means than 
the blood of Jesus Christ. Unhappy those who 
have recourse to any other remedy, and who, 
weary of this salutary compunction of heart, in- 
sensibly fall into levity and security. Observe 
here, that the moment wherein we feel ourselves 
most burthened and distressed with the weight of 
oar misery, is the fittest opportanity to flee to the 
Saviour; for it is the desi^ of the Father, in thn^s 
straitening us, to draw us to his Son. What vre 
should then do, is to abase ourselves, weep 
•and sigh at his feet to obtain pardon, and if we 
persevere in our supplications, he witt not long 
delay to grant it. The Saviouv only vraits this 
-moment to be gracious. If we neglect this oppoi^ 
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tunity, or if we appro&ch hitn in an<>tber frame^ 
or eddeavoui^ to paeify ourselves, whether bj^ good 
actions or worldly enjoyments, we may, ^erhaps> 
deaden the grief of oar sonis for some time ; bat 
it will be only in the end to experience greater 
distress, if we do not find out the fatal method of 
hardening ourselves, which is the greatest of all 
evils. 

Disciple,*--! have often thought myself to be 
a man more corrupt and wicked than others^ 
regarding it as an insurmountable obstacle to my 
attainment of a true and entire change. At other 
times, it has occurred to me that God had aban-^ 
doned me, and that, after having resisted the first 
influences of his grace, it was useless for me to 
appeal to his mercy. Again, I have thought 
myself to6 youHg, and sin too powertul in me, but 
when I became older, my conversion would be 
more easy, add come, as it were, of itself; then I 
have imagined it was too late, and that not having 
been converted in my youth, evil had becoone so 
deeply rooted in me, there was now no remedy 
for it. 

Pastor.-*- AM thes6, and other similar tfaougbts^ 
are so many suggestions of the spirit' of iinbeli«C( 
and only tend to retard our sal.vatioit. .lit fact 
they do so, when we listen to them, and above all, 
when we do not tvell understand the economy of 
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the Gospel: but whenire become acqtiaiiited with 
the tender heart of oar compassionate and faith(iil 
Saviour^ we think quite differently. We then say 
to ourselves, '^Thon hast a long time desired and 
nought for pardon : it cannot be but the Lord Jesns 
will one day grant it to thee. Good and mereifbl 
as he is^ he has foreseen and fixed the time of 
grace, wherein he that sincerely seeks shall find it. 
What do I say? It is not I that have been first 
to desire it: it is he that hath loved me, and 
drawn me by the attractions of his grace : 

For, if I had not felt his love 
My worthless heart renew ; 
Surely I ne'er had look'd above, 
y His matchless grace to view. 

Why, then, shouldest thou cease to desire, seek, 
and pray ? Perhaps thou art approaching the 
happy moment when he will be gracious to thee ; 
and what would be thy regrets in time and eter- 
nity^ if thou shouldest now be discouraged^ and 
suffer the enemy to turn thee from the ways of 
salvation. Why art thou cast down, O my soul ! 
hope thou in God (Ps. xlii. 5,) for he is thy de- 
liverer. If he waits to display the power of his 
grace, the day will come when thou shalt see the 
salvation of God." 

Disciple. — It is precisely for that happy 
moment that I am impatient ; and my sorrow 
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inro^eecUtifrotn miy not haTiog yet had tHe esjoy^ 
ment. of; tbo$a sweet consolations, experienced bf 
tbose wfaonL' Jesus has been gracious to. 

Pasi^r^-^If you do not yet enjoy the peace 
of 6.od, you have yourself hitherto prevented it» 
by following your erroneous .ideas and walking, in 
your own strength. Nevertheless^ the Lord Jesus» 
who knows bow to bring light out of darkness^ 
will render your errors profitable to you. In 
vainly endeavouring to find righteousness and sal- 
vation by the works of the law, you have learned 
how great your blindness, poverty, and impotency 
are ; and likewise, bow great compassion you 
should have for poor, wandering misled souls, 
a|id that you should do all in your power to 
benefit and bring then) back by kindness* Now 
you ought to know what the mind of Christ is^; 
and because his love is unbounded; you shpnld 
have an unlimited confidence in him. He has, 
alr?ady» pardoned your sins; he loves you, and 
will perfept in yon the work of grace he baa com- 
menced* 

Disciple •-^When I reflect how often I have 
been., unfaithful to the grace of my God, I fear 
lest I should be deprived of it, on account of my 
having too long despised it. 

Pasi^ff — It is true, infidelity is a crime of the 
blackest die, b.eeause there is nothing so precious 
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^s gttoe^ nor Mythiog $o blesde^ as itfriofluen/tses; 
b«it there is, nevertheless, a teknedy for it in Je&a^ 
Hare recourse ta him the ' moment yoa perceive 
<he approa<!|h of unbelief, aisd ptay him to subdue 
it Regard every distrustful .thoti^bt, t^hieh pre<- 
▼ents your going to Jesus to implore pardon and 
deliverance, as a snare of the enemy. The longer 
yon delay going to him, the worse your malady 
will become^ and more diffloult to cnre, Take for 
«xam{rfe a child, who having committed a fault, is 
ashamed to confess it — What is ibef consequence ? 
Instead of humbling himself and asking pardon, he 
runs away from his father's house ; the father foHowft 
and severely punishes htm. But when a child, of 
his own accord, turns towards his father, confesses 
his fault, and with tears humbly begs pardon, he 
finds a tender parent, wiHing to pardon and receive 
him. In a word, it is faith that does* all, and ob* 
tains all-; and to possess this faith and confidence 
in the Saviour, it is only necessary to know him. 
The moment he manifests himself to us, he gains 
our heart : we love him, because convinced by his 
Spirit that he l6ve8 us. Presuming to expect all from 
his bounty, we vow a constant fidelity to him. Cease 
not then to sigh, seek and pray at his feet; bat, at 
the same time, let not your conscious nnworthiuess 
be an hindrance to your acceptance of what he is 
willing to impart out of pure grace. 
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Df^ctp?e.— Your advice is godd; but i«heii 1 
attempf to pray, a voice appears to say to me, thttt 
the Lord will not heafken to my prayers. If I 
endeavour to approach him with cbnlfidedoe, I Mk 
impeded by a secret apppehension, lest my faiA 
should be presumptuous and ill fontidied ; if I try 
to apply his gracious, promiises to myself, I aoi 
restrained by an impression that I am unworthy of 

them. 

Pa^^or.— This does not stt!fprise me. As you 
have often built upon a dead and imagioavyfiiitb, 
ft is not astonishing that you should be fearfuft of 
deceiving yourself. If you would be preserved 
from e^ery deceit aiid delusion of the enemy, you 
liiTist not listen to what your blind reason may 
suggest ; but depend, solely and simply, upon the 
gracious and suitable promises made by our kind 
and faithful Saviour to every sinner that calls upon 
him.' Since you have been taught by his Holy 
Spii*it the knowledge of your misery by nature, 
and have truly felt and confessed it, you may b^ 
Certain, that whatever prevents your draWing^igh 
to him, IS a device of Satan. Nothing ought to 
hinder; <fitk the contrary, every thing should urge 
you to go'to Jesiis— you'r sins, your wants, youj? 
fears, ybur anguish, and even the rigour and con- 
demnation of the law. If you attend to the voice 
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of rea^oOj which is that of the flesb» or rather of 
the eoemy of souls, it will say, ** Return, the 
enterprise is too difficult for thee; it in in vais that 
thou thiakest to convert thyself; thou hast at- 
tempted it many times, without success, but thou 
art still unchanged ; and if to be saved thou must 
become a new man, thy condemnation is certain." 
Instead of giving ear to this sednping language of 
Satan, you should say, ** It is preci^ly because 
the work of my conversion is difficult ; because I 
am defiled, corrupt, depraved, laden with miseries 
and sins, and, moreover, weak, and incapable oivaq 
good ; in a word, worthy of curse and condemna- 
tion ; that I have noed of a Saviour, and am deter- 
laiaed to flee to him : he alone can deliver me. 
What can he not do, when willing to manifest 
bis strength in our weakness !" This, I say» is 
the language you ought to hold ; and believe, yes 
believe, with an entire atid firm confidence, that 
Jesus is merciful towards poor sinners ; that there 
is no heart so tender and compassionate as his, 
and that he. pities, loves, and is willing to save 
us, at any price, in spite of every opposition. 

Disciple. ^^k\'dSy miserable that I am !^ I pier^ 
ceive that I have tormented myself with many 
useless difficulties. I see how much the enemy 
has deceived nio by false reasonings; how many 
good impressions and gracious attractions he has 
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stifled iu me, while he has beeu keeping me in a 
state of nnbelief and mistrust. 

Pastor, — It is thus the enemy labonrs io 
smother the good seed the Lord has sown in us. 
The attractions of grace, the good dispositions, 
the hunger and thirst; those desires you some- 
times ffeel, which press you to draw nigh to the 
Saviour, that you may find in him righteousness 
and life ; the feeling of confusion which leads you 
to abase yourself at his feet, under a sense of your 
innumerable miseries ; the remembrance of his 
great love for sinful men, of his sufferings and 
death upon the cross, which invite you to fix 
your regards and thoughts upon him ; all these 
are not of yourself, but proceed from the Holy 
Spirit. It is the Spirit of Jesus who, by these 
means, is conducting you to the knowledge of 
your Saviour, that you may enter into his blessed 
communion and the enjoyment of his great salva- 
tion. Thus, every time you have similar expe^ 
fiences, receive them as invitations coming frons 
the Lord Jesus, by which he is drawing you to 
himself. Approach him in full confidence ; a 
repentant sinner dares expect every thing from 
him. 

Disciple. — ^I feel a disposition to such a confi- 
dence ; but am distracted and disquieted by the 
objects that surround me. 
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Pastor, — ^That proceeds, partly* from »e- 
maining unbelief^ and the doubts your carnal 
reason suggests. The more we attend to our own 
reasonings, the less we advance in faith. It is» 
likewise, occasioned by your still having too 
great an attachment for the thpgs of this world^ 
It appears to me that you yet take pleasure in 
them, and seek in them a cert£un satisfaction, 
which deprives you of many happy moments, 
that you might otherwise enjoy in communion 
with the l4ord. But as he is faithful, and jea- 
lous of his right over your soul, he permits 
you to find nothing but bitterness and distaste 
in worldly things; and that, because he loves 
you, md wouVi himsi^lf be your sole joy. Profit 
by this s^lutsgry dispensation. Acknowledge, 
with shame, how dapgerous the vain, foolish, 
and tj^sitory things, of this world are ; and that 
you may be more weaned from them, seek the 
purification of your heart, and an entire deli- 
verance from the vanities of time, in the blood 
of Jesus. Thus you will extract sweetness from 
t^itteruess itself; and that, which has hitherto 
abated your faith, will serve to fortify and 
strengthen it. 

I will further remark : when in your occu- 
pations you experience distractions and . vain 
thoughts, do not attack them in your own strength^ 
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as if you were able to dissipate and force them to 
disappear ; bat the instant you perceive them, fix 
your mind upon your Saviour^ as a sinner who 
feels the continual need of his grace. While 
Martha is '* careful and troubled about many 
things/' nothing is more profitable or necessary 
than to sit, with Mdry, at the feet of Jesus. He 
has often presented himself at the door of your 
heart, that he might enter in <md sup with you; 
that is, to bless and communicate fr^fSh graces to 
you. Biit you were absent, your heart was pre- 
occupied by otjler things, and you lost the fruit 
of his gracious visitation. In future, if you wish 
to profit by them, set more value upon such 
moments of grace; be more upon your guard, less 
inattentive to the voice of the faithful friend of 
your soul, that when he knocks at the door of 
your heart, you may not suflTer him to depart, 
but open to him directly. AH the internal re- 
preaches^ intimations, and attractions you feel, from, 
time to time, are so many calls, which say, as 
heretofore to Mary, ** The master is come and 
calleth for thi^e; arise, quit all and fly to him; 
believe, and thou shalt see the glory of God." 

Di8ciple4 — ^Among my great and innumerable 
infirmities, there is cme I would particularly notice. 
When I think of God, or would present myself 
before him, it is with trembling; I am often so 
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ftilt of {ear, that I can say with David ** My flesh 
trembleth for fear of thee, aud I am afraid of thy 
judgments,'' Ps. cxix. \20, 

Piutar. — ^Alas ! it is thns we are faDen from 
happy communion with oar God. The fire of his loine 
is so extingai^hed in our hearts, who of chMdren 
^re become strangers; who instead of drawing 
iiigh to him with confidence, tremble to appear 
hefore his face. What has it not cost him to bring 
us back to himself, that we may recover this con- 
fidence, this child-like liberty, this femilia^ mt^r- 
course that we oug^t to have with our heavenly 
Father ? The reason you still have so much fear 
and mistrust is, that yon do not yet know his 
tender heart, his great love for his poor creatures. 
You look at him only in the glass of <he law^, 
which represents him as a terrible and jealous. 
6od, a severe judge armed with' thunders, ever 
ready to hurl at transgressors. Contemplate him 
rather in the mirror of the Gospel. There you 
ilrill behold a God, manifest in the flesh, drawing 
nigh to man in the person of Jesus Christ. There 
you will discover in him nothing bat clemency, 
mercy, tenderness,' and paternal love. Though 
our fathers and mothers should give us up; he 

* 

will never forgot nor abandon us ; be pities our 
miseries* This Saviour-God is moved with cbnpas* 
sion for pdor sinners ; their 9AictiDtls touch him \ 
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he aelU at their distresses. Why do yoa not con-v 
sidev the Aougfats of ^eaee he entertains totFarda 
yooy to what a degree he loves yoU| and all the bene^ 
fits he iofteads you I Instead of trembling with fear, 
yoQ should leap for.}oy« and shed tears of ten«* 
demess and p^titude. Dismiss Jthen your appre- 
hensions; it is not yonr destrnetion> but. your 
eternal hapfaness he designs. His word asanres 
yoa of it, and it well deserves your credence. 
Fully convinced that he loves you, beliejre in him ; 
open: your heart to him ; cleave to and embrace 
him,, as your sovereign good and your all. In 
him is grace, salvation and succour for every poor 
sinner. 

Disciple, — ^You speak of his succour: I have 
long supplicated and waited for it; but his help 
is slow in coming, and I much fear Jesus wSl 
ruot gran) it me. 

Pa9#or.-*-Upon that h^d there are four 
things, to be observed. First, Do oot judge of 
God's intentions by your own ideas of them, but 
according to .what he has revealed in hu word; 
it. is in his gracious promises we learn his truly 
paternal heari. All we xead in the Prophets, 
Psakns, and the New Testament, breathe uolhiag 
but grace, love, and peace ; every thing .written 
'therein is . for your .consolatiou. He sayi^/M 
mW mal^e anev^rhisting covenafakt. with thismtbat 
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I wiU not turn awigr ftoio; iheiD, yaa* I. wUl rejoice 
Qnr them, lo do tlwm 99^/- Jor^Jtxxii.40».41. 
Secondbf^ Kewr coatem^lote^ tjbe Divuiit^ but 
in tha porapni^ef Jttma £2iinat« .Onrtof iGbcUt 6204 
is a consunki^ SoBe; look >^t faim u tiie .£aee..of 
JesQS) «dio' b ihe- espfess .imag^ of Ids peiBOD* 
for atl.tke fulneaa.ti Jihe Godhead dwells: in 3mo» 

Join x-viL Ct.' ; " He that abkooviedfeth th'eiSon, 
hadi the C«thec dso," l! J«1id jL eft. << He (bat 
hath seen' .me intb'seen the Father/' John xiir. 9^ 
Behold Jaana lipoii Ihe/f^rosa; meditale upon \y0 
auu^yrdom;- .'fjfiiefa^.'. VQundSy.iageiiie9» and dealli. 
Reflect that it was for men, and for you .among 
orfjsersy :th»t. he snffeted all those -tbibgaw as bis 
word ikstiGefL Atel jm comrjiio^d that he hmi 
.denCiSo; in the .aadous tod, sipcem intenlkm of 
redeeming you and making you happy .t Jbk fhori, 
do yoit.not befieve that, when affii^d- to the «ros8, 
he hiMl: in mew yoiur miseries, yenr unbelief, your 
ei&mity against him^ yonr iBdi^rency to aindyoliir 
ingratitiidetfotr his anrpassiog lore? . AM tbi&.did 
noi; pretreniiiis dying for yon % do not hesitate &en 
to ^^aoe yoiir entire . eonfidence. in .hinu J%ir^, 
Yoi^r. lomn eKpetieace k)ugbt to teaoh you te hudw 
Ifaeheairjkibfi your beayenly Father* ' illeflei)^ with 
wfait^riBfinilfe paliehGe- he 'has (Supported . you in 
yonrstite ef'itipenitence and perversity. Now, 
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where is fte iqaiiyiilio^ hamig Ihft right and |Mw«v 
to parish bin^enemj^ wails iliU he repents^ tthaet-.-he 
aaay bate tbe pleaaave of ingivmg hbaih Yet 
ikti is what tfae great lover of' sools does in net 
^ect of mtm rwbe ave his eoantes; it is iwhat 1ms 
ifas doae. towards yoo. You were in Us baads; 
iie could faav^ TOiDed and destron^d ya«; lie has 
not doBe so, beoavs^ be woald pBcaerre yon for 
Ae time itf grace, for tiie. ddy of salvation. O proi- 
idigy <)f long salFering ! O ridiies qf patience ! 
•how great^ incompralienstble, tnfiaite! What onght 
to refnder liis ^sane of yoa so tooob- more admirable 
and astonishii^ is» thatiinstead ef pnnisbing and 
damning you^ as he possessed the power and Ae 
idghl to doy OTory tim6>yon<faa^e pcoYoked bim^ he 
has heaped iupoa and^snrronnded you with ibenefits; 
and thaV ^ soften ibe baodMaS:Ojr your heart, win 
yonr affiecttom, and eemsinoe you 4kat be was re- 
sohred to 3aTe you at any price* Fourtbty, Call 
to mind bow many times be baa .acted towards yon^ 
as the Father wiib' . die Piodagal. Son. He has 
gene a flionsMd limes a£ter bis kst st^p; he has 
employed a IboMsand meant to ftoach yonr* heart, 
to warn yjc^ of the daagevs that menaced yon, to 
aihire you to himself. ^ In spite of yonr <m8ny 
slights and resistaioesif *he has not been weaky 
of offmngf you ^ce, nay solioittng:|: yonrao- 

• Ita. i 3, 4. t l^. i. 18, 19^ t lb. Iv. 1. 
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ceptance of it ; and after all these proofs of loye, 
dare you iroagioe that he will refuse you grace, 
DOW he behokb you humbled and importunately 
suppUcatiDg for it at hb feetf What then? will 
he refuse yon what he has so solemnly pro- 
mised, and offered so many times? No» no, it is 
impossible : ** The gifts and calUngs of God are 
without repentance." Be persuaded then that 
he desires your salvation now as much as ever. 
Let nothing prevent your drawing nigh to this 
kind and merciful Saviour with an entire confi- 
dence» well assured that he only waits* the 
moment when you shall feel the whde weight of 
your sins, and the ui^ent need of deliyerance from 
them, to be gracious to you. Is this your present 
coudition t Go, go in full assurance to Jesus our 
propitiation ; go, draw out of the plenitude of his 
merits grace for grace, according to the promises 
made to you in the Gospel. Finally^ I exhort 
you to attend assiduously to prayer. The oftener 
we approach the Saviour, the more we increase in 
the knowledge of him ; and (he more he is known 
the sweeter intercourse with him becomes. By 
that your confidence in him will augment; and 
since you are so weak in faith, implore him un- 
ceasingly and earnestly to confirm it. By frequent 
prayer, you will learn to pray well ; in exercising 

* Isa. xxz. 18. 
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your faitb^ it will be strengthened daily. By this 
intercourse, of the heart, your love for the Saviour 
will oonlinually lucrease, and your union with him 
beM3ome more intimate and perfect. Conversation 
with the children of God will also be of gre^t use 
to you; but aboTe all things^ apply yourself to the 
reading of and meditating upon the word of God, 
eontained in the holy Gospel. li will, open your 
eyes to see how much the. heart of Jesus is dis- 
posed towards poor sinners, who, under a sense of 
their miseny^ aigh after him^ and shed at his (eet 
their tqars and complaints^ . . 

DiscipU* — By the.graee of God> I begin to 
recover my sight, to discover the enormity of my 
sins, and my . extfeme misery ; . but, .like Mary 
Magdalen in the garden, and the two disciples, 
on their way to. Emmaus, my. eyes are yet held, so 
that I do UQt distinctly know, the Lord Jesus. 

Pa^/or.'-r-When you were enabled, by the 
grace of Grod,,tQ perceive the depth, of unbelief 
and sin that was la your heart, you were li^e a 
m^n starting ^ut of a sound sleep, and were asto- 
nished at not tha?ring known before what you then 
discovered; but that waa( only the beginning of 
your awakesQjbig. Wlien by faith you see and 
appii^h^nd the: great salvation wrought, otit by the 
I^ord Jesu9^; when you 9xe able to confide, in his 
perfect merits, then you will be truly awakened. 



Tkra yoairiil " hchoM hvfet^ is rigjblc^iMiMit'' 
mmI jKMiiiil '^ he Mnfied; ^rfmiyoa aiMdie^ wMi 
Ua likenai.'' Qh« «u the* to tte wiM •! llw 
Gofpd; pi^ tbe- Lmcd. to opcflr joat eyes^. aid 
uistop jo«i eAiw^ In steUng fram hitii Ite p8V& 
doB €f yo«v aim, waffHeaMa fer tiie gift of fmth* 
TUb gtft oMapidieBda aiii otbtm; for •vcty (aW»« 
liafr wta0, jv liniiiili^» KledaiieM* «fci^^^ iMv 
are ifei natanl eoteeqiienoes awi nacessafy fimite. 

IH§9iph» — ^I and cenvineed tiiat the great^t 
evil; Md* the ma that most barthens me, iM an- 
belief; and I indeed deaioa tot have fiiith, for I 
kaow how gitot most be the happineflr to be aUe 
to bdiere^ bot I canmit yet« 

Pa$t&t. — It ia a work ami gift whioh tile. Holy 
S(Nffit mast operate in jtn^ by t&e wofd of the 
Gvospel. For the rest^ I gee with ptoatfnre &ttt 
you are aware of your impotence with respect to 
it*, and sigh after the gift of faith. The Lord, who 
helps yoor anbdieft saya to yoii, as he did for- 
mesly tathe father of Aa lonatic,' '* If thM c^tidt b^ 
lieyei aU things arejiessible toihim that belie veth^'' 
Matk ix. dd» ThoS' then boldly' ix all yoar con* 
fidenee in^ his mercy and fiiilhfulkiess* It id in 
the salvation oft Jesoa you wilt find^qni^eds aWd' 
peace* thepairdimrof yjomr'sinii; dnUveroMe ftott 
your enemies^ aine^ hear^ with ' the :incUBation 
and necessary- stteo^ to lead a^n^w, lifeir 



DtBdipUf?--! toj^Q «o helkke tM nfyrSavtaiir 
Mn ^tfnyoni in iw Ills K^ofk tff glrabe^ cind'ihat lie 
liMs^ itlf^tMiyb^liii- divine <^ii^ prodseed ttimb 
dhtfnge in my lieatil; FoD^tnerty;, leUen adiy one 
irpiilci of hitti, h& GespeUUii gveoti lore for Bonl9, 
iKe effldbcfy lif Us blodd; and the fhiits of faith; I 
Miiti^ncld' to ftem with d kind of indifferenoy ; bat 
tarn I cannot bear these things spoken of wHhodt 
nij^h^art beii^;! seiiriUy afiteted; rejoieed^ and en* 
"couraged. ' . « . i . . 

F-aitot.-**^! 'abo^ teiidvie< that th» Loiri has 
t6a^6d fM' heart, and that > he 'disuses joa to 
beli^ye'iil Idm^ in ord^> that 'yov may feceiVe^ by 
faith, die pardon of ybnr sifts'< but that yon may 
not^tray from the palih traced oiit in Ae Oospel^ 
it is elxpeditet th^' I .Aooldigiveyon tbefollow't 
irig in8<kiGtioQS : ' •? 

' First : Ti^' j^dcef ^of rifedAoilidiiort ta the 
fruit offht m^itopious dehtH of J^suB^'omwhUh 
Meoknt' ahne €Mt 'is, piifpiiidus: ta.simkrs^ 
Aocotdinj^ to the iirekiedblfe selhtence'of 'th^ lafw 
of God; evei3^ intoara sinner is conditeineJ, . mid 
subject ' to eternali diMh* v hkit lit Uaving^ pibeecidcid 
from the envy and sedoDtibn of Siian that mad 
MX into md, the Son* of Gtedi^feU^ of peinpassiaa 
and touched iritfauheilr miBetyi hidi wiilih^ly.be^ 
come^ their Mediator. In- otcler to recoooye diehl 
to God, he tbok'thek satiire. He became a m'aii 
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like Qs ; he bore tke curse due to our sw, and 
sbed his. blood to expiate thein« This was ii^ 
finitely more than, if every sinaer had died; than 
if we had all auffeved the rigour of the punishment 
doe to our sins; than if we had paid all that 
divine justice had a right to demand of as. On 
Good Friday, the day of the great rf)conoiliatiaB» 
the suit of sinners was tried and decided ; it was 
then, once and for ever, closed, and we may say^ 
with truth, '' it is finished/' John six. .30. The 
resurrection of Jesus Christ was the. seal of the 
absolution of the human nature* Thus, ^* as by 
the offence of one judgment came upon all m^i 
to condemnatioii, even so, by the righteousness o€ 
one, the free gift came upon all men unto justi- 
fication of life," Rom. v. 18. Thus, '* the iniquity 
of the laud wiis removed in one day," Zech. iii. 9* 
By one only oblation, in his own pe^son» the 
Saviour has abolished sin, and sat down on the 
right band of the Father, *' to reign for ever and 
ever,'' Heb. z. 12. Behold, then» how die Sou of 
jGrod has done, what all men together, with idl 
their efforts and aU their, sufferings, could never 
have effected* Their wbrks,. their repentance, 
dieir toils, their torments, all would have ended 
in nothing. It requiried the martyrdom of .the 
6od-man» His sacrifice could alone be availabteu 
Thus sinners, who implore his merits, need not 
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jb& their righteousness to his. The Mediator has 
done all; he has reconciled God to them; he 
has presented his blood to his heavenly Father, 
who is fully satisfied with it* Sinners then have 
only to flee to Jesus, and cteave to him by faith : 
but you must well observe/ that they have no 
access to him but when they approach him as 
poor sinners; that is, when they acknowledge their 
sins and feel their misery. With such disposittons 
they dare draw digh to hini, believe, pray, and 
hope to find grace in his sight. The Scki ^of - man, 
who' has paid our debts, has a right to remit them 
to us ; for he has *' blotted out the hand-writing 
that was against us, nailing it ^o his cross;" and he 
has replaK^ed tfaatobligatiott by ihiQiona of pardons, 
sealed with bis blood, to be distributed to every 
poor repentant isinner whi» supplicates his mercy. 
From thence! it arises, that God neither will nor 
can condemn a sinner who 'is in Christ Jesus:. His 
justice, no more than his mercy, can refuse par* 
don to a sidner who aska it in the name of Jestis. 
The heritage we h»Ve lost in Adam we recover by 
Jesus Christ, even with a giory -infinitely greater 
than thkt of our firs^ Father; for we can say, in a 
sense far su)>erfor of the Saviour, what the sacred 
hbtbry did of David, ** David recovered all that 
the Amalekiie^) bad taken awayc tfaa Israelites 
found that nothing was wanting of aU that had 

F 5 
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beaa- takeB» from thenl ; David recdvered'all/' 
1 Sam* xxx;:i8. Id. HenduTis the'V(hoto of tke 
GospeL 

Di9eipbn--*-V'^*^ihe Sow> of Gkid: ha^i dhtBmkA 
grace and'salTtftnwirfbr inamkiaid; ^hf an^itbdreso 
great a-numhcrr that peridr? 

Pa8tor:---^BeGaxiaa * they yfiH not'. betieve the 
Gospel ofi'Gyhffisti* It* i« assuredly sad? that so 
many souls rgeet the. courrsel of God'; for bis will 
is> that no. one should pei&sb, bat that alt should 
be saved. t Among those ivthoi deprive t&enfselvei 
of thersalvation of God;' thereure several kinds; 
Some are impenitent isiimevs; hardened in vice; 
and insensiblD to: th^ir : spirjtoal miseries^ who love 
sin, and psns tiiasir liv^esiin seeilrityi: others are 
unbelievers'^heathens, or^what arcf ichlled infidels; 
who, sedooediby' a' false 'pfailo8oi4i^«. and pretend^ 
ing to submit ' the revelation of JFebovab • to the 
judgment of their blind and camafrTidasob; Teje<;t 
or despise the^ nrpstery of godliness;^ wdiicfa they 
regard as a scandal and a folly, A|«aiti; there are 
hypocriticab pham^es; anoient and modern^ self- 
righteous persons^ who> ^ndin^ their hope ef 
salvation upon their -fhlse virtues, naturnl or' ae*- 
quired, or upon their pi*etended good* worlts^, dis^ 
own Jesus Christ and his righteousness, dtmk 
available and perfect. Persons of this descriptioa 
• John V. 4a t 2 Pet. lii^. 9. 
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bclingr utfwtHhig' ttf'b^ oonVtli<eed, hj t&e'Sjpirit of 
iiod\ of tbeif lotd'Stdt^/of) eoitnptioti and im- 
potency, as to any goodb^ss/fedlnot' tfadr need df 
being* sated ' ftieely^ thirodgh Hie merits of- Jesus 
Ghrist, add b^ifig* ptfrified by hh bjotid. Pire^tfd- 
ingto be able to cfonverf^and i^mctify UieinsMyes;' 
they reftise to ' ^6, as< poor miseTabie and naked 
sitni'ers, to dr^w out of the fulness of tiiem^Kts of 
Jesffs, the graee he hd«^equired add' designed for 
frinners. Bot I do' hot rank among Ibese nn- 
belierers, tikose tiriiid''souls^ who; however much 
they m^y sigh atftef the Strviour^ aris weak' and 
waverings thoaghstUl desirous of believing flntnly. 
The germ of fbitU* is in them, but opposed by 
donbts and mistrust; noTertheless the Lord will 
nof quench the smc^ing flax, nbr destroy the 
spark of faith he has kindled in them. 

l>i^tp/e.-^Yoli t^ll me rUbSsj things of Which I 
fadve luthefrto beetf quit^ igEtOrtot; and had I b^ard 
them b^foire, I should have b^n unable* to coift-^ 
prebend ibetk. ' 

Pd^^or .-^If Is beeHttse (etsli^ailih says^ txii. 1 1) 
the Gospel is A sealid bobkl To comprehend and 
truly redeiVe it; and thfe mysteries of Qod con- 
tained' it', tlie ^n\y SpMt' muist illtimbate the 
^utiderstaMitogs and' toiiclr the' hearts of men. 
When the Oospi^l is proclaim^d^ and eitfier by 
preaching, reading, or meditating upon it, the 
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grace of Qoi in Jqsos Christ is offered to ns^ ia» 
Spirit accompaaies it with his diviae virtae, in 
order to our feeHqg the efficacy of it. Those who 
do oot resisit* his operatioos are enligbt^Ded and 
quickened;, they are conducted into .the know* 
ledge of sin, a sense of their misery, and the need 
they have of divine graee ; and in this way they 
are drawn to Christ Jesus* If like St. John 
(Rev. y.) yoo weep. because the seals of the book 
are not yet opened to you ; ** the Lion of the triba 
of Jude, the Lamb that is seated on the throne/' 
will loose the se^ls and open the book, so th^t you 
may read the act of your reconciliation.and pardon^ 
and see your name written in the Book of Life. 

Learn, secondly, how grace in Jesu» Christ 
is offered by the word of the Gospef, All ou^ 
hopes of salvation should .be founded upqn the 
grace of God in Jesus Christy which is offered us 
in the Gospel, according to the exhortation of 
St. Peter, " Wherefore gird up the loins of youi 
mind, be sober and hope to the end, for the grace 
that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of 
Jes^s Christ/' 1 Pet. i. 13. Th^ work of man's 
salvation, properly speaking, consists io his.beii^g 
reconciled to God. Now salvation has b^pep ob- 

* ^ doubt the spirit of God h omnipotent, yet tke , 
sacred Scriptures bear witness that men are sometimes 
permitted to resist bis influences. Acts vii. 51^ Matt. 
xUi. 7 and 22. 
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tained by the blood of Jesui, Grod is the first td 
present to man the hand of reconciUation ; and^ 
not conteut with offering us pardon, :assure9 us 
that it is already granted, and that no one can 
bring any accusation agiiiiist a sinner whom God 
justifies. This compassionate G^d knows thaty 
like our father Adam, we caooot appear before 
him without shame and fear, nevertheless is will- 
ing to encourage us to approach unto him, with 
confidence, and has made us the most solemn and 
comforting promises* That you may be convinced 
of it, read the following passages in the Holy 
Scriptures: Isaiah xxx. 18, 19; xxzv. 4; xl. 1,£; 
xli. 14,17; xliv. £,3,4; xlv. 1,2,3,4; Ixi. 1,2; 
Lukei. SS; Psalms xxii. 26, 27; Ixviii. 18, 19; 
cxlix. 4; Zecfa. ix. 11. *' AH the promises of 
God are yea and am^n in Christ Jesus," 2 Cor. i. 20^ 
His own declaration is, ** according to your faith 
be it unto you/' Matt. ix. 29 ; 1 John v. 10, 11. 
What dp I say ? the witness of the Holy Trinity 
is herein nuaoimons. The Father, speaking <>f 
the Son, declares that it is in him that we must 
seek for and fiud eternal life ; and the operations 
of the Holy Ghost chiefly consist in bearing testi- 
mony to us of the Saviour, and revealing him in 
us. The Lord himself comes ** by water and 
blood," 1 John v. 6 ; that is to say, he offi^rs him- 
self to us in person, in baptism and the sacra* 
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and to convineif daoers tfatft tfaefe.is pbiMhNi' in 
hhn. And iriieii a Aao, lik^ Thm&afli/ ^ is sbw 
to beli^Bve/' (Jtofib xjc« 24^ €15) the graOK>us*SavioiJi^ 
shews hitn, in th^ Spiitt, his btocding^ womids; mi 
entreats him to believe in him. Bfc^ct not'tlfed 
the promises of Qifd, bat give Inm glofy; by 'be- 
lieving them. DCi not'the Soriptareb declare thai 
God has ** nd'pl^asore in tiie death ofthe wi<^ked^ 
btft that the wibked' tarn from bis way, and live/' 
E^ek. sxxiii. 11 ; that the Son>of man; piiriiieiid 
and Saviout^ hath '' power on ear& to forgive 
sins/^ Matt. lit; 6. Dbconsolate and sorrowibl 
he'ait> take coiiifort then, and believe the Gospcfl, 
which is proolaim^d' to yott by my months B6 
not imagine tteit I attt so^radiasto speak joedce 
where there is no peace. No, I am not a' person 
to flatter the nngodly> or'to offer falsei consolatioiis 
to the impeitftent sinner; fori haveleamfed^of my 
' Master not to '^ cast peaits before swike, m^t to 
give that which is holy to the dogs/' Matti viii 61 
Bat I see you are iet burtiiehediiinner, and .that thb 
wieight of your misery' caases you to heavaa- thbti^ 
sand sighs, ami sHed bittter^teom at the' f eetr of 
J\ssii8| waiting for tbe assuraaoe of .^pardonj Con*- 
vinced that you abhor siui timtimbrtd poiisbn .ef 
the sool, which has caused the cmelf d^lh of the' 
Son of God, I do hot hedtate to declare to you^ 
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wbiit tli^rX^rdf jiaicgihnaanded ine; and IMakil 
oaQttoi butler cbitylmm'A, thtUi bj^ odndaotinlf Ii»i 
p(^Dr thirst; 8heep*to>!tbel fdiinta^'of livinp^ ^te^i; 
I i^epe^i to jovb thenv Miwe tkat' the'^ Lard 
Jti$u$'ha$) pardoned all yimi* $U^;: tkat the lis^ 
mut^iop'of yiiur smsbasiieeif'aU'eadf obtain^ by 
the dmk of jAi6 Sod> of .God; tUat feodi iM4 
iiK)i|>eiit' yoor haart sigbed for; its' podsessiotiV it 
was 3el^in1)ly( gpraated lyoH ia b6at^ii/< m^presetioe 
of thabctly aiigdb> who havexejoided*' at 'it;' und 
in order that yod may.haiFetbfe aHauAUifre of it; it 
only- remains thatr ybu' sbooM* bdieve* Thus be-^ 
liofe tfae^ Gospel; Madrk ¥i 36; ix. £3; 24^; xi.^^; 

Di^iprie:*^Ah» jdi^ gratsibu^ God^ ;how if my 
heart jijiffe^Dted by whal I hj^ai)! Joy^inktiBd'whlf 
shame and astonish^iebt; has taken possession" of 
my soul. O how compassionate' aid^ fditfaAil i^ 
the XiG^d J^s«is ; how gteiaA m his love for '^ poor 
sinner^! he i»' never weary' of offering them, his 
grace»; nor does he :cease till: they accept of it. ' 

Pa$tQr. — ^I hdve long: desired' to 3ee you^ oeme 
to this point. That!. I may finisb wha^ I lia;^e to 
Say bn jthe. subject of ceeondlraltion, I must/ thirdly^ 
makesjome remarks doneesrniing. the acceptance fof 
gifate by faith. Thisi acioeptanee iss so^mtioh^ th€l 
mo»e necessary^ as Hie* assuvaiioe' and' erfjoynieul 
of salvation depend 'npdni it.. Altbouglf sal^atibtt 
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has been obtained for ns by Jesus Christ, and 
proclaimed in the Gospel, we can have no port in 
it^ unless we accept of it by faith. We are in die 
condition of those nnbelieTipg and rebellious, of 
whom it is said, ** the word preached did not 
profit them, not being mixed with faith in them 
that heard it/* Heb. iv« 2. When the Saviour 
calls you to him by the Gospel, it is as though he 
offered you his hand in sign of reconciliation. If 
you believe in him, give him your heart, and, by 
faith, accept the redemption obtained by his blood; 
it is as if yon returned your hand as a pledge of 
an eteraal alliance with him. The covenakit is 
reciprocal ; and such your God is willing to enter 
into with you, and only waits for a yes on your 
part, that it may be ratified, and your pardon 
registered in heaven. 

DUciph. — I have still a secret apprehension ; 
it is, lest I should fall into a delusion such as I 
have before experienced. I try to console and 
assure myself, but in vain, because I can discover 
no change in my heart or conduct. 

Pastor. — Hold by the word of the Lord, which 
says, '* Be not afraid, only believe/' Mark v. 36. 
So long as a man loves sin and excuses it ; so long 
as his heart continues unaffected by a sincere 
compunction, and yet finds the means of consoling 
and promising himself salvation, he is deceived. 
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oir rather deceives himself ; but from ihe momeot 
I discovered in you quite opposite dispositions^ I 
have entertained but one fear, namely, lest you 
should remain at a distance from the Saviour, and, 
through mistnist, not accept the pardon arid peace 
he offers. 

Disciple, — I confess that I have great appre* 
hension of appropriating to myself those things 
which may not belong to me. Tell riie, how can 
I be certain of not making a false application of 
the jB^race of our Lcird ? 

Pastor, — I intreat you to remark, that it is 
necessary for you to possess the three following 
dispositions: first, a deep experience of your 
misery, accompanied by sorrow on account of your 
sinful state ; secondly, a sincere desire to obtain 
pardon and deliverance from it ; tTiirdly, a hunger 
and ardent thirst after grace, reconciliation, and 
sanctification. If, under such, impressions, you 
can believe the Saviour died for you ; if he asisures 
you^ by his Spirit^ that he loves you, and will re* 
ceive you, and is yours; that he accepts the offer- 
ing you haVb made him of your heart, your life, 
your ail, then the application you may make of his 
grace and merits will not be false, but in conformity 
to the will of God. 1 must enlarge on the'subject 
of the forementioned dispositions. As to the first, 
we have considered in our former conversation 
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IImt knoiN^dge oe ess^tie^eof our uniery.' Ob^ 
^rue, fiirthdr, fliat this miseiy oonSnsts- in* two 
portibiilbra ; one is thto totdl de)>Eatattoii. of cml: 
^itiire, (he otber^ aetafilf shi; TiiaB'IOfknow tm 
jnivery iis^r in the first piaoe,* to be co'avinded tlntit 
oar soul, with all its faculties, and our bodj, witlk 
all its nllnnbers, oidr wUole nature isittined; pol- 
luted; «id! ibclinecl to every. evil, priticipally tk 
unbelief, pride, ditid. hypcicrifiy; incapable of iatay 
good, and averse! ' to every thing spintloalv - Tb 
know our misery, secondfy, is to feel our^elviis 
ladeu witk all kisds. of sin and 'tranisgrelision 
against thehdly lalw of God, winch subjects us to 
eternal coodeiunationi This buvdto of sui, coitt- 
bined with' the maledictioo that atten<b it, is an 
oVeriwhe^ming we^t> which oppresses the tou^ 
science, wounds the henrty mid', like. Davidr, 
'^causes us to sigh, weep, and grdati,:ni^ht and 
day,'! Ps. xxxviii. A soiil^, taught by the Hojy 
Spirit thus tp know lis itaiaery, cannot' long exkt 
im such a state, without ardetatly desiring tb.find 
the pardon of its sins and- deliverance fron^ its 
distresses. 

Again, 4n offeringLyou pmfdon-and* dtiiVisraBoe, 
the Lord expects l^Kat you* bhoidd': renbofioe .dl 
your sins, ismall and greaf, without ei^ception^ 
that you sfaoitld hoU them in henoir, and c6nsider 
liberation-fromtiie servitude of sifo, a pure" grace 



mi the gV9filw( of dl. b^piiless. It k^ , nQt . aupr 
ftf9€fd tbat we ea% itf one oWA 9tre9ijptW oveiMoi^ 
e^il pr |«ial^e oitf9el.ii^ b^Ue#4 Ib* v)Mn .dO' W9 
fcfim the fiffoieM'resoIiilioOfli ftpcliiikik^ tk^ gr^Meat 
affof te« To be fvee^ the 8m 0f Qod it<ri»t buBMlf 
idnfranchise . tks. Without thfit^ sigk wtfl ever be 
.tar ftiaster^ asd drtitikniially' exeteiae Jts po^er and 
domimoii ovier uil. No m^Bs of ^ffii^ctiial vesiat- 
akiee, but throdgh feitb, by which we haf,e re^ 
course to the Si^viour, and implore h.itti to ab^Ivf 
xa from it^ und deliver Us frpm its dominion: 
'' whoBi^ i^slit^stodfMt in the faith/' 1 Pet. v. 9. 

Newly 9^akened souls^ ha^ great Doed te be 
on th€^ [gjfinafd s^gMpat; the dangievous aUurettients 
tbe wprld^ 'H e^v preseatipg to them* It is stid 
mpre destructive to endeiBtvour to. tranquili;^ theuf 
intfdr^al disqjaietttde by dmnsetilents. Nothing, but 
tb^ graces of the Lord Jesu^y apprehended* by fidth, 
can effect it: every ether' remedy is poisOn« 
Observe^^ likewiae^ that theKd is^ gveat difiereno^ 
between tbo desire of being free, and freedom 
itdelf*( JEvery ttuly r^entanl peD<Mi wiabes to be 
lU^etated; but actual delivel'ance is only exper 
rie0eed by tboae who snircnder fliemselv^* wjith- 
out.rQserv0» to the 8avionr,< aiid are received by 
hiin and scaled with his! a^^al. I have jfet ane^ 
ther remark to ; «lq[k$» whicb applies* to tbbse^ wha 
aa|rire after the* Uberfy of the cUlArcna of Qodt; it 



116 



h, that tbey not only should renounce every af*- 
tachment to the world, but also every good opinion 
of themselves, their wisdom^ virtues, piety, and 
good works; they must say of all these, as the 
Apostle did of his legal and pharisaical righteous* 
ness, *' I count all things but loss- for the excels 
lency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, 
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, 
and do count them but dung, that I may win 
Christ," PhU, iii. 8. 

Disciple.-^^l find in myself some of the dis^^ 
positions you describe. 1 know my miseiy, and 
groan under it ; I sincerely desire the pardon of 
and deliverance from my sins ; but I still hesitate 
to apply to myself the word of recondliadon, fear- 
ing such application may be my own work, instead 
of the actings of a lively faith, and the operation 
of the. Holy Spirit. In this uncertainty, I think 
it best to wait till the Lord shall have given me 
stronger assurance that he will grant me grace, 
and I am in a proper state to receive it. 

Pastor. — After all that the Lord has done for 
you, nothing should inspire a doubt in your mind. 
The perception of your misery is the means God 
employs to draw you to his Son, John vi. 44. You 
desire the grace which is in Jesus Christ ; well^ 
that is the commencement of faith ; it is the work 
of the Holy Spirit, conducting you to the Son, that 
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you may find absolutioii tiirough his blood, and jus- 
tification in his perfect merits. Take heed of fall- 
ing into iagratitude and resisting this preventing 
grace. Be on your guard also against the expect- 
ation of or desire after extraordinury signs. It 
is *' by faith and not by sight" that we must walk, 
2 Cor. v. 7. The word of God is the only founda- 
tion of our faith ; and he commands us to believe : 
'* This is the will of him that sent me, that every one 
that seeth the Son and believeth on him, may have 
everlasting ISe, and I will raise him up at the last 
day/' John vi. 40. '^This is his commandment, 
that we should believe on the name of his Son 
Jesus Cluist^'' 1 John iii. 23. ^' Repent ye and 
believe the Gospel/' Mark i. 15. ^'Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shah be saved/' 
Acts xvi. 31. It is upon these promises, and^ 
among others that blessed invitation, ** Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden^ and I 
will give you rest/^ (Matt. xi. £8,) that yon should 
depend, in going to and placing your entif e eonfi- 
dence in the Lord; for, in Scripture language, 
going to Jesus and believing in him are the same 
thing : '' I am the bread of life, he thut cometh to 
me shall never hunger, and he that believeth on 
me shall nisver thirst,'' Jdhn vi. S6* After so 
many assurances/ 'whoever h^8itati^s to go to the 
JSaviour, deserves the reproa<ch formerly made to 
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bis Aiaeif^, mi ae^oiiBt of timr unbelief and 
faardnesBofhettt, MiU!)LX*i. 14. 

IKsciple. — Uawortfay creature tliat I am ! it is 
too true that t have often mqpik^ a sign that I 
might lieiieTe. I imagimeA that I ought to expeet 
a Toioe from heaven^ or see, with my ejes» the 
Lord Xesns in person, saying to me, ''Thy sins are 
forgiven,^ Luke Tii. 48. How senseless I have 
been 1 is it not enough thait he has so dearly and 
repeatedly promised it in his holy word? 

Paster, — (Sometimes, perhaps, the Lord is so 
condescending towards particular individuals, as to 
give them sensible and extraordinary assurances idf 
his grace and pardon of sin; however, it may be 
considered temerity to expect suoh communica* 
tions. It should be sofficient that we have hb 
word; and it ought to be said of us, as St. ioit^ 
said of the noUeman, *' And the man believed the 
word that Jesus had spoken unto him," John iv^ 
SO. This word respects all who approach the. 
Lord widi a contrite heart. Observe how SC Paul 
censures those who desire to obtain faith by extra** 
ordinary means: '^Say not in dime heairt, ^ho 
shall ascend into heaven, that is, to bring Ohriflt 
down from above,'' but ** die word is nigh thee/' 
Rom. X. 6 — 8; aAd what is this word? It is *'ibe 
word of faith w4hich we preach;^ fi)r '^faitltcometii 
by hearing, and hearing by the wof d of €k>d>'^ Boni» 
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X. & — 1 7* It is thvus ooQceniifig fiiih, (kat die JBMy. 
Spirit directs us tolhe«nMrd^8nd\wiit|en!te8tin)t(Hpj. 
Tblookforariy other «videneejs to gMreftocaess to 
the epiiit of seddciioo, srhp ile^iiM ncAuig unoro'. 
than iio taiii us oiit of .the svoe and rigkinmyioUi 
thaJiHvsiTe/pattis of 6ra>r« Extevnal /signs siagrJbo 
the prodttctibii of a heatod imaginatiQii^ or the de-* 
lufiionsofdfeefiiieDiy ; but '^thefonaid^OTtiaf'God 
slaodetb sure,'' (9> Tim. iL 19) and Us word is alone 
in£sllihie. 

,Di$ciple*^rrl am well p^suaded the word of 
God is (me, aad ^tha/t k offers pso'doii toeviery 
poor siofier that inif>loxes it. I do indeed s^tmem 
those l^ppy who pantake of this grace; but it. is 
not yet giv^en meio belieye my sips ate forgiren. . 

. l^ofior »-i*^It is bi&i^ectbeless tcue^ that yon are 
one of those trembling sinners, who feeling ihem^* 
selves to be such, deske to be absolved, and sigh 
after gmce; conaequently all the gracdoas inarita* 
tioBs jof God, all the coiisoliag promises ef the 
Gospel^ respect you and appertyiui to yoa. Ar^ 
you the. only one in the W4^d, iu whose firvouf the 
wood oi God is not to he realized aud'^ooia'' 
pUshed? : Axe you the only fluraer famishing for 
grace, to whom the Saviour will refuse his jsiiecKAMr? 
Belie vjs me, if you do "not ateefdj. enjcty the lipace 
of .God, it is not because the .SawtQur vefasQ^itj 
it is your, mistflnst. that daprives yon^ of it/ aad^ha 
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remains of secret incredulity that previent hil gralit- 
iog you the joy of his' salvation, Mark vi. 5, 6. 
You torment yourself unreasonably, with all kinds 
of doubts and imaginary difficulties — ^sad produc- 
tions of unbelief. Notwithstanding*, you have a sin- 
cere desire, which is a spark of faith, and this spark 
the Lord Jesus will not quench. If, such as you ar e, 
you draw nigh to him, the fire of his love will re* 
lumiue ''the smoking flax," and his hand will bind 
up 'Hhe bruised reed," Isaiah xlii. 3. You ought 
to regard these involuntary doubts, and mistrust, as 
ft mariner does the waves that cross his course : he 
surmounts them and urges towards his port. Such 
kind of thoughts not only impair your spiritual 
strength, but are greatly injurious to the Stiviour, 
who would have us place an unbounded confidence 
in hiin. 

Disciple, — The conversation of certain pious 
acquaintances may have contributed to inspire this 
mistrust and discouragement. They professed 
to have the enjoyment of the full and complete 
assurance of their reconciliation. Others have 
even given me to understand, that I was still in a 
state of condemnation, because I had not tfai^ 
assurance. 

Po^^or .-r-The persons who have held this lan- 
guage to you have actefd in an e^vangelical manner. 
When those to whom we speak are in a state of 
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fatsd security^ it is well to expose to them the 
danger theylare in ; but when tl^ey are^ poor souls, 
sensible. of their mbery, it is no less proper to 
encourage them. Such is the method the Gospel 
prescribes: *' Say ye unto your brethren they are 
my people,* and to your sisters there is pardon for 
them/*f Hoseaii. 1. Saint Paul says^ "him that 
is veakinrthe fait)i receive je/' (Romi :xiv« l,)and 
^^ to the weak became I as weak, that I might gain 
the weak/' I Cor« ix. 29- As for the rest, although 
faith and the assurance of salvation be susceptible 
pf different degrees of certainty, I would not, my 
^oar friend, have you continue in a state pf inper* 
titttde, without knowing where you are. On the 
contrary^ I ej^hort you not to rest satisfied until you 
are confirmed in the faith and enjoy the assurance 
of being reconciled to God. We have that assu- 
ranee, when we are in possession of the grace of 
our liord, H^b. xiii. 9* ^' Wherefore the rather 
give diligence to make your calling and election 
sure," (2 Peter i. 10,) by the. knowledge of Jesus 
Christ, 

Disciple. — Tell me,, I psay, how I may be en- 
fibled to apprehend the Sat^iour, so as to appropri* 
fite to myself iwhat he has done for me, and possess 
,lhe ef ijoyment of it. 

Potfior.— ^Receive. ^itb faith, as a poor sinner, 

• Ammi« fEuhaimali 
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the word of reconciliation. Supplicate for that 
faith, by the operation of which you may embrace 
the salvatioti of God; appropriate it to yourself and 
enjoy it, as a benefit that belongs to you. In »uj6h 
a frame of miiid, you will say to yourself^ "O that 
it would please God that the word of .reoondUa-« 
tidn taiight be' thus prdclieiimed to me ! O that the 
tiord Jesus would assure me that he died for me ; 
Chat he pities, loves^ and pardons me ; that he will 
be graeions to me; that I am one of the elect! 
Why have I not that salutary' hunger^ that ardent 
lhl:rst, that livefy faith^ whereby I cottld apprehend 
tind^mbface Imy Samur ? I would cleave to bim, 
Iserv^ him with all my heart, and remain for ever 
devoted to him.'* If thdse be the desires >of your 
soul, you will experience that -the Lord Jesus has 
given himself -to you, and he will assure you of 
your acceptance tiirough his grace. • Then you 
wilt have found tifeptdrl cf great priceybontsitked 
in th^ Goisrpel-^the solvation of God,' hiddetf iti 
Jesus, ' Matt. %iiu 46; Do you sttti ddubt of befansT 
able to obtain this treasure? Put yourself in ttie 
place of those hurtbenqd sinners who- seek rest at 
^Q f^et of the Saviour; ' of those parched liouls, 
who iipplorre him to qu^Ksh their thirst. In sdch 
a condition, listen to the gracious proinises of yonr 
God.- He ajsiKtr^ you, that if you are ** converted" 
to him '' y,9Uf/fQ9is shall be blotted. out/' Acts iii. 
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Jd; that if yojn " haqg^v avdtbiret afteor rigbteams* 
peasf'- yoii^ball "be filled," Matt. v. 6. Todis.* 
sipate.all yaur dpubts^.aii to; tbei certojaty pf tbese 
.prQmi39js».be bas sealed tbem b|y bis;oatb^ (^Coc* 
i<.SOi)and iti^itbas, "God willing; more ajbuodantly 
to ^bjo^W'.imiQ tbe beirs of promi^ei tba immiitahility 
of bM ti)PUP3el confirmed it by an oatb; tbat.by two 
inuDutabt^. thiogs>.iii wbic^b H was^ impossHblo for 
G^: to lie, we migbA.bave a stjroiig . jconsolatioB 
n^qbay^ Qedfpr refiig^toJay boldupaatbebopeset 
J>efi»i3e U9| w^biob bQpe;we>baTP.asiaiiaiipbor of tbo 
?Qal, I^Qth:.j$i»e audi.s^dfaat/' Heb.. vi« 17--^1$H 
Jkll ike, promiaff^ oSiQcd are.so .maogri soiemo assu* 
«aocQ8. . Tak^ care,, tbtxi, notito. raise ■ aa pbstaele 
dtoJus worJiv.by.doab|i aQdoiistru3t,,b»t.i«/t6w.* for 
ilcis byt £utbi we xeeeiveitbe wiit«a» oS God, and 
** be tbat batb received bis te9ti!iiiQiiy/ batb set to 
insisyealtbatGodiiatrue,'' Jobo iii) 55. ' Oa tbe 
jQontiiary, '/ beibat >beUeyetb^iHHt<,God. batb made 
Jnara^Iiar, hecanae be bislieYetb nottbe roaordtbat 
(God gavei of bk Son/' 1 Jobq Vi 10. la wbat 
4Qea tbialreo«^diOO]:I8Ut^ It t».ibat6od grants tbe 
. siiimlr^ itbrougb. grace> Tetm^aiiiB; a£ mm and ^^5 etee- 
nal'lifbi' mhioh is .in^bittSbs/' I iojmiy. 1 Iw .« It was 
V bjr fisdth tba £ldiBrs(X)blaHtetfl a good rapcfft? even 
mbea '^ thef saw/^tbeispciMMBes a&roff/' Hiibi s^. 
3i' Idi: Enreryibiog^. tfaen^ ia^resolivod ioto^tbfi) ii9- 
cesaitj o/)faitlkfiii,lfa»\jLioidqXa8MS;. It isi^o: tbe 
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believer that the *' Spirit beareth witoess that he is 
a child of God," Rom. viii In such confidence^ 
go to the compassionate and faithfal Savkrar and 
he vill give himself to you. If yon receive him as 
yoar best frieod^ as the only and eternal bridegroom 
of yoorsonl, he will grant yon pardon, and give yon 
the privilege, the ''power to become a child of 
God, John i. 1£; for, *' It is a faithfnl saying and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesns came 
into the world to save sinners," 1 Tim. i. 15. Con- 
sider that the term save comprehends every thing : 
reception bygrace, pardon, free justification, being 
made happy in this world and the next It is tUs 
great salvation that you are to accept and. appro* 
priate to yourself, by cleaving to Jesus, as Jacob 
did, and not ceasing to pray and weep till he has 
blessed you, Hosea xii. 4. 

As to the assurance of your reconciliation, it is 
not upon the progress you have made in piety that 
it should be founded; no, if your heart tells yon, 
from the testimony of the Lord, that you are a child 
of God, absolved and pardoned, it is not on account 
of your being virtuous, devout, just, or charitable. 
The foundation of this assurance is the blood of 
propitiation shed by Jesns for yon, and which he 
sprinkled upon your conscience when you believed 
in him. It is on that account that yon can say 
with Saint Paul, by pure grace, and solely through 



th^ merits of Jesus Christ ray Saviour, "Ibaieob- 
t£dnediii<$reyasthe chiief of sinners," iTim. i. 15, 16. 
Yes, it is only iu virtue of the merits of the Saviour, 
that a repeutaut sinner receives salvation, and ex- 
periences the joy of hearing these words : '' Son, 
be of ^ood cheer^ thy sins be forgiven thee." 
Works, even those that are the fruits of faith, pass 
for nothing in the matter of justification ; all is pure 
grace, Epfaes. it B. Justification is neither the 
consequence nor refward of sanctificatiqn : in justi- 
fication man is considered only as a sinner and 
incapable of any good ; and it is in this character 
that be is pronounced just, and " his faith is counted 
for righteousness," Romalns iv. 5. Justification 
then precedes Sanctificatiou, and we are^received 
into a state of grace before we are actually godly. 
If we were to found the assurance of our salvation 
upon the progress we may have made in sanctifica- 
tion, we never' should be assured of it, because our 
best works are defective. It is necessary that the 
foundation be immoveable upon which we establish 
the assurance of oUr salvation ; and this foundation 
is Jesus' and his death : there is no other. 

Disciple. — But ought not a Christian to exa- 
mine himself carefully, whether he possesses the 
evidences of faith or not?' 

Pa*<o^.:— Every child of God ought to, and 
can aissure hlmsdf, that he is id the faith, either 
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bythe witness' of the Spirit in his conseienc^/or b^ 
the froits of grace produced in him. - He has n^dd^ 
then, to examinehimself lest he should have ''be- 
lieved in vain," 1 Cor. xv. 2. For hinf^lf, that 
Tvbich assares Urn that he is in the faith, is the 
internabwittieBs of the Spirit of God. For others, 
aod partieolarij theohiidreh bf God, he proves his 
faith io them bj tbose works which are dtstin- 
gntshkigiy the oon^equences of it. Thus before 
men he is justified by his works : '' by Wotrks his 
iaithissBftde perfect," ffames il. 22. 

To return to the subject of the assurance of 
salvation ;' I know no other means of Obtaining it 
thmi by applying to the Lord J^Stts. ■There** 
fore, since he invites yon, go to him, pray^ kniDick, 
seek. Seek his grace, not in the perfOYmanee of 
die works of the law, but through the ttiertts and 
death of Christ. Suppliciate for'it, as a poor beggar 
does for a morsd' of bread ; as one languishibg on 
a bed of sickness desires reiief ^ as a crii^ai ar» 
rived on the scaffoidso^s for si reprieve. Already 
this grace is obtlviiied fer you ; Jesus designs it for 
you; he says to you, •*Coine. And let him that 
heareth say, come ; and let him that is^ atbif st isome ; 
and whosoever will, let him take 'the Water of 
life freely," Rev. xxii. 17i 

This is the Gospel Jesus Christ himself pi^ached; 
and which all his faithful Servants shoald proclaim. 



:Tiiisis thatliglit which should be raised ^f upofff.si 
candleslidL;''. thii.is the. Jiread which ^lougs to 
cKUdremJ* It is their copsolatian^ctheij: lifiB, their 
feiicilj. Receive^ embrace this Qospelrr-rit belongs 
to 700; neither. Satan» nor your oWn. heart, can 
contend against the grace off^ed'youl. By refusing 
yod would offend your Saviour; you wojald imitate 
a miserable creature, who ciisti^ npou ;tbe ground 
the rich present of a powerful benefactor, and 
tramples upon.it in his presence. It only remains 
for you to receive the gift of salvation : nothing 
morje sweet or easy.* 

I>o not iexpeet a particular rev'elatbn ; it is very 
rairei^ the Lovd gives any one such extraordinary 
evidences of hist grace ; yet they sometimes occur. 
The Apostk Thomas was an exan^le of it, as were 
some other children of Gdd; but/' blessed are they 
who ^aVe not i^i^n, and yet have< believed," John 
xx< £9i Evetf tbosd who. have been. favoured with 
such kind xtfassairaiices, whicbmaybe called mira<^ 
cnlons, instead' of > being elat^ by them, must stiJl 
rest alL their. depeodance upon the .word .(rf* £rod. 
The word is the great means 6bd.enl|doys .to \mxkg 
men into the (aiih. l^be word, puUlioly .preached. I^y 
teeter, on- oiie< occasion^' converted three thousand 
persons, and five thousand oh aoother,. Acts ii. 41 ; 
iv. 4. And observe ihese converts possessed what 

• S«e Psabn cxvi. 12, 13. 



Dsrid terms ''the joy of saltation/' Psdm E. 1^; 
for they praised God in the simplicity of their hearts* 
Sttchy also^ was the happy state of the PUiippiaB 
gaoler, who ^'rejoiced with all his hoose^" the 
moment he ]bad the felicity of being brought into 
the faith which is in the Lord Jesus. 

Like them, receive the Gospel with simpiidty. 
The Saviour declares, that '' whosoever shall not 
receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he 
shall not enter tfaer^n/' Mafk x. 15.. What is the 
conduct of a little child ? He is informed there is 
something good for him; what does he do? he 
prays, solicits, cries, and importunes, till it is shown 
to him. As soon as it is offered^ he extends his 
little hand, and the momeiit he has got it, rejoices 
and holds it fast, lest it should be taken from him. 
This is a faithful portrait of a simple heart, which 
by faith apprehends the grace of the Lord Jesus* 
Some author has rightly said, that '* faith possesses 
whatever good it can embrace.'' In fact, the Lord 
fulfils to every believer, the promise formerly made 
to the children of Israel by the mouth 'of Joshua : 
''every place that the sole of your feet shall tread 
upon, that have I given unto you," Jos. i. X 

Disciple. — Wretched unbelief! which I caattot 
sufficiently deplore, since it has so long deprived 
me of the enjoyment of the salvation of my God. 
Henceforth, nothing shall turn me from the dear 
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and sole objeot of my affections.* Notwitfastand* 
iag my unwarthineds, I will accept of all his grace 
m^y bestow upon me.\ I will embrace the Author 
of my life and salvation, aod ever cleave to him* 
Yes, Lord Jesus! thou art the oaly true and 
eternal friend of my sinful soul ; to thee will I 
join myself in bands that nothing can sever; it is 
in thee, source of every grace, in thy holy sacrifice 
I seek reconciliation ; it is in thy perfect merits 
T find righteousness, life, and salvation. 

Pastor. — I bless God that you now consent to 
receive, as a pure grace, whatever he may be 
pleased to bestow upon you. It is what you have 
a long time refused to do. At first, you had great 
repugnance to acknowledge yourself to be a sinner; 
you were unwilliag to sufier yourself to be stript 
of the filthy rags of your own righteousness ; to 
take them from you was to deprive you of life ; aud 
while you gloried in them you refused to accept a 
better righteousness, the only true aad acceptable 
in the sight of God. 

OiscipU, — Yes, Lord, since thou art so good 
to thy poor unworthy creature, I accept with humi- 
lity and gratitude what thou art pleased to bestow 
upon me; and far from repelling the merciful hand 
that would bless, protect, heal, and save me, I will 
•embrace it with tears of joy and tenderness. Now, 

« See Matt. z. 37. 
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my Sat iovr, I believe, 1 feel that thoa lovest itte«' 
It 18 in this firm assonmee that I lay at tby feet my 
sins, my pretended virtues, my imaginary good 
works» my self-righteousness,: and all the hohotirs, 
pleasures^ grandeur, and rieh^s of this world, which 
I now regard as vanity, dung, and dross. What 
immensity of grace I discover in the word and 
work of my God ! Bow great has my blindnef^ 
been, when I could not see clearly in a pa& so 
luminous ! Often has the Saviour drawn nigh to 
me in such a manner, that I had only to receive the 
grace he freely ofiered, but my unbelief and sdf- 
righteousness prevented me. O grace, grace, infr 
nitely rich towards- a worthless worm, I am eon-* 
founded at thee ; Lord, I am ashamed of the 
mistrust and sottisb pride that have hitherto beeil 
an obstruction to my drawing out of the inexhaus- 
tible source of life, thou hast Of^enied for poor 
sinners! O my compassionate Saviour! why do I 
not possess the power to love and bless thee as 
thou deservest ? Why cannot my tongue expres$ 
how sweet thou- art' to my soul, and convince al| 
the worid of the felicity enjoyed' by a heart that 
believes in and possesses thee ? ^ 

Pastor, — You are indeed happy in thus be- 
lieving. Henceforth the inhabitkntS' of heaven f 

• See Isa. xii. 3, and Rom. xv. 13 ; 1 Pet. i. 8 ; iv. 13. 
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triir rejoice cm* account of you. No {)ae wSteuvy* 
onanrmur at ybur happy lot but the Pharisees, 
who. suppose themselves to' be the sole children 
of tiie kitkgdbm, ' utiA exclude every body ehe, 
whilst it is only against themselves the door 
is shut. The world also wilt assail you witU 
mockery and calumny. What do I say? Satan, 
the mortal enemy of soub/ will roar like a lion, 
and hell itself will be moved at your conversion ; 
but do not fear their anger; rather rejoice: it is 
enough for ydu that God loves you, and that your 
name is writteninr heaven. Be faithful and humble - 
persevere in! the faith, and follow the Lamb where- 
iddever he leads you. 

l^wctpfe.^-^Myhappirress is inexpressible, and 
I cannot sufficiently rejoice in my experience of the 
greiat salvation of 'm^ God. My heart is satiated 
with griice; so that I no longer feel any desire aftet* 
the pemhable things of this world; the greatesik 
treasures of the earth are nothing in my eyes com- 
pated with the *^ unsearchable riches of Christ." 

Pas<or.=-4The happy epoch at which you have 
arrived is the time of spiritual betrothing, in which 
the bridegroom of your soul communicalt^ to you 
the spirit of joy; peace, and cdnsdlatiori, as the. 
pledge of his teve. It is, therefoi'e, very natural 
that you should ** rejoice in Qod your Saviour," 
(Luke i. 47,)w\nleiixe heavenly bridegroom so sen- 
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sibly affords you his preseuce. I, as ^^frieod or 
the bridegroom/' (John iii. QQ,) partake of your joy ; 
but it is necessary for me to tell you, that you have 
not yet arrived at the blessed period of the mar* 
riage of the Lamb. The time will come, in which 
you will have need to be instructed in many things 
at the school of the Holy Spirit. In measure, as he 
conducts you more thoroughly into a knowledge of 
yourself, you will discover in your heart maay 
sad and humbling things, many vices yet unknown, 
many hidden miseries, many spiritual mtaladies ta 
heal, many pollutions to wash, many wounds to^ 
cleanse, secret pride to abase, infirmities tor 
strengthen, and sins to pardon. The time will 
come^ that you will even feel, yourself so full of 
corruption, so devoid of all good, so miserable and 
unworthy, that you will hardly believe it possible 
that the Lord Jesus can love and acknowledge you 
for his disciple. This mass of comiption and accu- 
mulation of misery, may perhaps form such a cloud 
as will prevent your seeing^ with open face, the 
amiable lineaments of your great Friend. The 
sense of your misery will weaken that of your 
peace and love. Then, like the Disciples, * de- 
prived of the bodily presence of their Master* you 
will weep and lament; you will almost be tempted 
with the Daughters of Zion to say^ '* the Lord hath 
forsaken me." But remember then the LotdV 
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isinsw^r : '' Can a iiroman forget her sucking childi 
that she shonld not have compassion on the son of 
her womb? Yea, they may forget^ yet will I not 
foi^^et thee< Behold, I have graven thee upon the 
palms of my hands ; thy walls are continually be^ 
fore me/' Isaiah xlix. 14 — 16. Yes, you have in 
your possession contained in his word, the treaty 
<tf alliance between him and yourself; the marriage 
eontract with the eternal Bridegroom of your soul, 
expressed inf these terms : *' I will betroth thee unto 
me in righteousness, and in judgment, and loving- 
kindness., and in mercies. I will even betroth thee 
unto me in faithfulness ; and thou shalt know the 
Lord," Hos. ii. 19, $0. This promise has been sealed 
by the sprinkling of the blood of the Lord Jesus 
upon your conscience, and confirmed in your heart 
by his Spirit: nothing should stagger your faith. 
He has become the bridegroom of your soul: he 
espoused it when sroful, poor, ftaked, and ^* lying 
in its blood;'' he has espoused it far ever, ''Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever;" 
always powerful, always wise, always faithful, and 
always good. 

The alliance he has contracted with you, was 
ratified before his supreme tribunal, the moment 
you delivered yourself up and was consecrated to 
him in conversion. There, in the presence of many 
millions of witnesses, the Lord Jesus obtained for 
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jfour sinful sdnl, by the merit of his death and inter-' 
cession^ an cmtire deliverance from death eternal : 
moire than that^ he has refeeiyed yoar soul as a gifi 
from the hand^ of his heavenly Father, and after 
having clothed it with his righteoasness, has 
adopted it for his bride. 

For the rest^ yon should constantly keep m 
mind, that the interval between the betrothing and 
the marriage, is not a time of mere speculation and 
contemplation, but of enjoyment ; and at the same 
time, of exercise and preparation. Daring this 
period the soul walks no longer by sight but by 
faith. In order that you may persevere in faiths 
he will give you the spirit of understanding, powers 
and consolation. By these precious pledges of his 
love you will recognize his faithfulness^ and they 
will render your life peaceable and happy. 

Disciple. — Amen, Lord Jesus ! may it be done 
unto me according to thy word. 

Pastor. — ^Ameu. May it be done unto you 
according to your faith. Amen.* 

* The soal-travail so scripturally developed, under the 
guidance and instruction of an affectionate and faithfuf 
Pastor, in this Second Dialo^e, may be thought legal by 
persons who place their reliance solely upon doctrines, andl 
discard experience as imaginative. But the author has 
followed the example of his Divine Master, who com- 
menced his publib ministry, as recorded in the 5th chapter 
of St. Matthew; not by saying, *' blessed are those who are 
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predestinated) cliosen/' &c. but "Blessed are they tha« 
mourn : for they shall be comforted. Blessed are they 
which do hunger and thirst after righteousness t for they 
shall be filled/' Matt. v. 4, 6. No doubt many were much 
comforted by these gracious declarations, on account of 
their suitability to their actual condition, of which they 
were competent judges ; but had the blessing been pro- 
fifounced, upon tbe belief of what as yet they had had no eafpe-* 
rimeft$aifu:qtiaiiitwi^e vnih, so far from being consoled and 
encouraged, they would have been distressed and cast down- 
There have been and are many who, being enlightened, have^ 
by aid of the written word, soared into the comprehen-» 
non of the eternal decrees of tibe Most High* They have 
discovered the foundation, supers tractnre«. and stability of 
the spiritual Temple,, and even beep transported with the 
description of its glory and design. But knowledge, though 
it be of things divine, is not always saving. Num. xxiv. 
2 — 6; sometimes it ''pUffethup, but charity <loTe) edlfieth/' 
1 Cor. viij. 1. Unless the soul be regen^ate<} by the Holy 
Spirit, and thus united to God in Christ, (Isaiah Ivii. 15,) it 
cannot possibly " partake of the glory that shall be re- 
vealed," 1 Peter v. 1 ; and all knowledge, short of this 
saving and experimental knowledge, if rested in, must end 
in woful disappointment. It is better, far better to be coi^ 
ducted tA^0 the Temple through Solomon's^ Porch (convic- 
tion of sin' by the Spirit of truth, John xvi. 7, 8, and 13,) 
than to be led by Satan up to its pinnacle. 



136 



DIALOGUE THE THIRD. 

Oa establishmeDt in the Faith, wherein is exhibited, FtrMi, 
the causes of the weakness of faith, and of relapses into 
unbelief. Secondly ^ the means by which faith is in« 
creased and established. 



Zion says : " The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord 
hath forgotten me.** 

God replies : ** Can a woman forget her sucking child, 
that she should not have compassion on the son of her 
womb? Yea, they may forget, yet will! not forget thee* 
Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my handR,*' 
Isaiah xllx. 14 — 16. 

Pastor. — What is the state of your heart? 
Do you enjoy the grace of God ? Is the Lord Jesus 
your dearest object? Have you his indwelling 
presence? Are you established and happy in the 
faith which is in him ? 

Disciple. — AlaSy Sir, I cannot say that I now 
enjoy this great happiness. It is true I have ex- 
perienced something of it. When the Lord granted 
me the gift of faith and the pardon of my sins, my 
heart was inundated with joy. During many weeks 
I may say, I leaped with gladness. I experienced 
such great delights internally as were impossible 
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to express ; but latterly my state is altered ; I feel 
a certatn inquietude, a something that pains and 
afflicts me. I no longer know where I am. 

Pastor. — What you say is not at all surprising 
to me, my dear friend. The delights you have 
experienced were the sweets of first love. Those 
were the joyful days of your spiritual espousals : 
at present they are gone by, but you must not be 
less assured that the love of your fsdthful Saviour 
is always the same. Remember what he has said 
by the mouth of the Prophet ; '' The mountains 
shall depart and the hiils be removed, but my 
kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall 
the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the 
Lord, that hath mercy on thee/' Isa. liv. 10. In 
giving you to taste the sweetness of his grace, the 
Lord Jesus would convince you that there are in 
him greater blessings than the world can bestow 
upon yon. Learn, then, to regard with indiffer- 
ence the grandeurs, riches, and pleasures of the 
earth, and desire earnestly those of heaven, '* look- 
ing unto Jesus, the author and finisher of your 
faith," Ueb^ xii. 2. If only a single drop of this 
living water is able to restore your soul, what will 
it be when you shall be filled with the river of its 
pleasures ? I repeat to you, be careful of making 
light of these celestial comforts. It was the kiss 
of peace from the bridegroom of your soul ; it was 
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k grain t>f fluUiDi* a crumb of titldneii's 4lt«iiut ibi^ 
yoar heayeoiy Father let fall '&om bte ti&bl^. > If 
yoa pemerere in the faith ^niliathe cofumi^ioh 
of the LordJesU8> he vilL again, bestow u{>oo-yoa 
some portions iof this exqjaisitiB food^ • Froifi^time 
to time.he :wili cimie . and .risiiew /the >boiids of 
reciprocal lovei Profit by these preclqai^ momentd^, 
bat be careful not to prescribe io himiniany thingt 
Too great an attachiteot'lo these sensible pleai 
^ures is displeasing to Jmn^ and .davgerc^s for you ( 
for if yoQ were' to make theaii? the foondatioa of 
your fdth, and if yonr pleaceof niind ^nereto coin- 
mat in .them, yaur< happiness would '. always be 
wavering, and inconstant. These expenmentid 
delights .may cease» wiithout your ceasing to be It 
child of Grod;. but your faith, cdnfidence^ and 
assujcanoe i of pardon^ your attachment to tfab 
SaTiotir^ all should remain, firm ^d constant 
Bmlemberi .that .we. walk by Caith, hot by stghjt^ 
and tfaia.fiiith sotnetime&^^eoQductis.ns, likeAbra^^ 
ham, through paths^ iit which :we do not alwayi finee 
alike dearly..! Often w^.^woiild lik^i' better t6 
pitch our tents upon Moudt Tabor; iii tfae.cbn* 
tinual enjoyment of sensible tsomforts; than ta-*ffi 
to Calvary and iimj[>ly blirig td Jesus crucifi^di 
Nevertheless we are called to follow Jesus every^ 
where and in every state through which' fa^padi^ed^ 
Besides, you would not wish to deprive yourself 
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of did. i^tnni of tkesis enjoTiiieiiis by yonr own 
&nlt. ' . 

Dindph. — ^Aboni a fortnight ago^ ia a monieiit 
of singer^ tliere escaped me Vei^ ioiinbper expires* 
sions.^ Thejr. pfooeeded from an iixTolixiiftary. im^ 
pulse,' from whieh limihediately recovered mysetfi 
i -was so ^uch eonfiised at it^ timt fcom that day I 
have' not ^dared to present' myself before the Lord* 

Postor.-^Totfrfaidt is great; but the faitre 
shafaie which.has kept jon at a distance from God, 
is 'a wiiD tfaait renders yon dmoh more culpable iii 
fais eyes.' Your first offence did not properly 
consii^ in the had cscpFessions you made use of* 
nor in the passioa that prodbced fliem ; all tins is 
but Are i^ataral result and the just punishment of 
the ipfidetiiy of your heavt«- Your isin consisted 
in living at a distance fromihe Lcrdy ceastiig. io 
Took towards htm, *and vi^Hciog in his presence^ in 
dependance upon lus grace, and under the dikl^ 
piine x>f hb Spirit. Being, insensibly fallen into 
this sad slate, when the-^memy assoil^ and the 
Irorld tempted yon^ your corrupt nalute ir&s WMI^ 
ing to Jisten to theni ; you were without strength 
oi^ power to resist and ebaquer thetti : th^y found 

♦ It may be-sUpiJosed Aat tb« expressiiohs here alluded 
to were t^e inurmarftig ofiBipiiiig of a disdonteiiiteii un- 
believing mind, under the hidings of the Lord'8 counte->/ 
nance ; something like Jonah's, ** I do well to be angry," 
Jonah iv. 9. • ' 
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yoB oat of your forCien; that is, sqiamted bom 
your SaTionr, who says, *' withont me, ye can do 
noduDg," John xt. 5* The Seeond fanlt yon have 
committed is, that being secredy eonvinoed of 
yoor onbeUef, either through shame, repognance, 
or vexation, yon negiected to flee again to yonr 
good Master as soon as yon had lost sight of him. 
The more yon remain at a distance from him, the 
greater yonr misery will be, and the more wiD the 
power of his grace diminish in yon* Instead of 
fleeing from the Lord Jesos, like Cain or Jndaa^ 
you should, with David and Peter, have son^it 
him immediately, confessed yonr sin, and implored 
his pardon. I know bow kind and compassionate 
be is ; I am persuaded he would have pardoned 
your fanlt, and yon would have suffered no more 
than if it bad not been committed. 

In sncb cases there are two evils to guard 
against; one is a levity of conduct, by which we 
are apt to aUow of and pardon in ourselves faults, 
which ought to be sharply reproved ; the other w 
carelessness or discouragement* which does not 
less offend th^ Saviour than the greatest sins^. 
because be is our propitiation, and po^n^rfiil '* ad<- 
vocate with the Father," 1 John ii. I. When his 
children fall be will not cast them off; he does 
not on that account withhold his grace, nor the 
covenant of his peace, Isa* liv.JO. 
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Disciple, — I have something' more than wcak« 
ness to lament ; frequently I discover within me 
an enmity, which should not, I think, exist in a 
converted soul. 

Pastor. — AH the children of God, having stiH 
a body of sin, are sensible of the motions of con- 
cupiscence, in spite of themselves. If they did 
not perceive them they would be spiritually dead, 
and not be in a state to '' crucify the flesh with 
the affections and lusts," Gal. v. 24. To com* 
mit sin is natural to a man that knows not the 
Saviour ; but to feel sin, aiM immediatelv to have 
recourse to the Physician, appertains only to a 
repentant sinner. Luther says, '^ A man arrived 
at such a degree of holiness as neither to have 
Dor perceive sin in himself, would be a pheno- 
menon so rare, that the bells of all the churches 
should ring to invite everybody to come and see 
bim.'' 

The children of God have a twofold nature, the 
Old Man and the New* They are the two con- 
trary principles spoken of by the Apostle, in writing 
to the Galatians, chap. v. 17. They are two 
plants, each producing.its appropriate fruits. The 
unconverted man has only a corrupt nature, from 
which continuaHy proceed evil words and actions. 
Gen. vi. 5: the converted man still possesses 
something of this old nature ; but what remains of 
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it is not the prevailing principle of his tbooghts 
and actions: having become anew man in. Christy 
he has receive^^ tfaroa^ fiuth, the seed of a new 
life ; in his heart there is a- fresh sonree, wl&ose 
water is ** springing up into eyerla^i^ing; life/' 
John iy. 14. He has obtafped a new nature, a 
bidden tr^asnre^ from ^rhepce be '' bringeth forth 
good things/' Matt. jii. So. This principle, whbb 
& none other thajo the grace and life of Chris^ 
becomes so predominant ad to dry np the source 
of corraption^ purify th^ heaft, and stifle the dis«- 
orderly mclinations of th& flesh: but so soon as. a 
child i^ God gets. intp. remissness an4 carelessj 
ness, the instant he ceases to watch over hifsself 
and keep near the. Lord» he feels hi^ cpr^pt 
nature; it produces fresh. fr^itci; &om thence pior 
ceed the fSalls and sins into which he is insensibly 
drawn; 

A frame essential to the children of €rod» is 
oyer to. preserve a feeling q( their misery — a. feel* 
ing by which the Holy Spirit l&eeps. them in a state 
of humility, in order to conduct them, more 
thmronghly) into a knowledge of their impotentse 
and cormption.! In this the Holy Sf^rit does .for 
us, asa good motheir acts towards h^r,cfail4ren><jto 
prevent their abandoning themselves .to Icivily mill 
negligence, which might degenerate into Kcep^ 
tioQsness* This is what the son of ^iraph wppl^ 
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teach OS, when he 8ays> ** the fear of the Lord i» 
visdoi<i .and ittatraclion/' Ecdus^i i. 9,7, The 
fidelity of a good mother, ia such, that ahe neither 
spares eduoatiojir nor correction. '' If ye endure 
ehaatening (says. St. PaolO Ood dealeth with yoa 
l^.witb sous ; for what son. is he whom the Father 
chastenetb not? Batif ye he without chastisement^ 
ffrh^reofi^U are partakers^ then are ye bastards and 
pottsonst^" Heb.^'xii« 7^8. This discipline causes 
us to cleaTOs by &ith» to the Lord Jesus, that we 
may preserve the enjoyment of his grace and love^ 
and .r^udex^ us attentive to the least, deviation 
fremhis^ commands, by which we might ^iaU;: con* 
fe^ioj^ every sujcb: deviation with humility, intr^t^ 
inglpardonfor it^ and desiring to be 'more circam* 
«ip©«t ioi future.-: :■ ; 

] JBiiaciplein^l cannot : believe ^ere can be in 
me a real amendmeut of life, . and a. deliverance 
from sin; #hile I feel sin in me, cmd see tttot it 
still exists in my hearts Pray tell me what you 
think, of it.) 1 : 

. i?a^orl-^You have been delivered andwi^hed 
from ydur, sins in. the: blood> of ^ Jesus Christi If 
heneeferth sin would oondems. yoU, Jesus Ustpfi'e^ 
^ent with.|yo«^>wjba;died{!foB you^ Rom.'viii. 34; 
besides w.hioh> ifvsili would' force. your:ta.otiey;it; 
under: ]f^retext/ Aatt, you fovintoly'.wete^itsosMvdj 
)ioa:are.'no:; lunger (^liged Jtorsdbmit to itsidbmb 
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oion* RemeBiber, you have shakes nff its joke, 
and that the Lord Jesus has ransomed and> esta* 
blished jou in the liberty of the children of 6od. 
Yon are no longer a siave, you are free ; assert 
your rights. Sin neither can nor ought any longer 
to *' reign in your mortal body, that you should 
obey it in the lust thereof," Rom. vi. l£. If- the 
old serpent attack you« dare to place year foot on 
his head, in the name of the Lord. Behold- Jesus 
upon the cross; it is there sin has been expiated 
and vanquished; it is there it will lose its power, 
as the venom of the -fiery serpents did, when the 
bitten Israelites oaSt. their eyes upon the bralsen 
serpent. As for pertect deliverance froia all sin, 
it does not take place.here below ; but the diildren 
of God wait for it. So no more doubts, no atiore 
mistrust; believe, and nothing will be able to 
destroy your peace. 

Disciple, — I confess that I am still subject to 
many uub^eving thoughts. I imagined, when I 
had once received the gift of faith, that it would 
pot be obscured by clouds of doubt and unbetief. 

Piislor.-*-It is /witb< unbelirf as with enrery 
olber sin ; for it' is the greatest of all sins, and the 
principle . from phicb they all proceed.: It will 
iretuni from, time to time ; but we should not on 
that account submit to it.* Whait Would -be i your 
cmd«st:if)yon wmre tempted to think. tkat^'Ood 
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wtmld noloDger grant you your daily bread, or if 
maj dlher imagination ^till more criminal were to 
present itself to your mind ? You would secretly 
.groan nnder and be asbamed of it; you would 
im(dore the Lord's forgiveness and deliverance 
from an enemy no loss dangerous than trouble- 
some. Do the same when you feel disposed to 
doubt of the grace of God, and entertain distrust- 
^ fiii suspicions of the Lord Jesus. Return to him 
immediately, humble yourself, groan* P^^y* weep ; 
go, rekindle the smoking flax of your faith, and 
the flame of a love which is beginning to decline. 
He will maoifast himselfafresh to you, as a Saviour 
always faithful and pitiful. He will again arm you 
with the buckler of faith, and grant you grace to 
persevere, that you may not lose your confidence, 
but '' strive for the faith of the Gospel," Phil. i. 27 ; 
2 Tim. iv. 7 ; Heb. x. 35 ; Jude i. 

That you may be convinced that the truly 
&ithful are not always exempt from the sad returns 
of doubt and unbelief, read Psalm xxxi. £2, and 
Matt. xiv. 3 1 . DocpoT Scriver says, that the feel- 
ing of our unbelief, when we groan under if, is a 
sign that we posseas faith; and that he never knew 
a true believer who did not complain of the weak- 
ness of his faith. ^* Impenitent sinners," says he, 
^ imagine that they have tme faith, and deceive 
^lemselves; Tepentaot sinners^ on the eobttary, 
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are sometimes teippted to tbink ibey 4o not pos- 
sess it when they do." Is this nspeet eocperi^ 
ence confinos the testimooy of idl the pioaB meM 
who have written on the snbject. They obserre, 
that the doctrines of faith are most earnestly 'con- 
tended for and insisted npon by those persons irhe 
complain most of the weakness of their own fehfai 
Why so? Becaase man, in his state of natncai 
blindness and secnrity, is not sensible that he wrants 
tme faith ; but when the truths of die Gospels ^ana 
proclaimed to him in their sinqilicity and deamiessi 
when Jesus Christ crucified^ ibe 'gceat ohjeot- of 
faith, is presented 'to Ids view, then mdy he per** 
ceives how great his unbelief u-r how far 'from 
possessing that* Imth which. is. ** the substance 
of things hoped for, the evideiiee of things nof 
seen/' Heb. xi. l. In fio^ the*peroeptioii the 
children of God have of the weakoess^-of their 
faith, e<nistiti|tea< pant lof the suffering they carry 
about with them all their days; aiid*wfaich> pre^ 
serving in them humility, self-diffidence, and de* 
pendaoce upon grace, < obliges them: ioeessanliy 
to have recourse to it: but .they neyer pemni i 

unbelief and mbtrust to prevail in their ikeartB^ 
hut, profiting by the counsel of godly menv as seow 
^ any doubt or evil thought' larises within tbem^ ' 

wiAout atlamptiag, in their own strength, to over- 
comer it, thcgr tnm .^leir ihougbts towards Jesns^ 
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and tike iastant they agaia apprehend km* the 
elouds disperse to make way for s^reoity, and they 
return into the liosOm of peaca. 

Djtctpfe.fr— I haye« netertheless^ heard pious 
persons declare, diat from the tiiao a sonl has 
reoeived the assanince of pardon, it is . lor ever 
deiive^ed from' all such, attacks rof mistrust >and 
unbeMefl 

Pasfor.-^Tfae persons you allude to decdved 
themselves, or you hture misandevstood them. No 
one is entirely freed from such attacks, but they can- 
not raidead the soul oi'stligsg'er ite faith . An uncon^ 
verted man may persuade himself that he possesses 
true faith, and in that persuasion he lulled to sleep, 
notwithstanding the seerc^ wanttngs.by whieh . die 
Spirit cf God seeks to eoavinoe him^ the iA>n«: 
trary; Butaman veaiUjponvertedTOc^Yes amore 
eerlain assumnee : '* The Holy Spirit bears witness 
to bis spirit, '^( 1 John v. It),) dissipatesall his doubts, 
and brings serenity and peace into his. heertv 
Should the ehemy ofvsouls' try: to contest yntk 
him the grace of his adjoption, he is^ot surprised^: 
and is'at no loss to' silence 'him. He- k)ii6ins diat 
the same .thing ha{q>ened to the Son of God/ 
Hardly had he> reemv^d this testiniony from .his 
Flithfer, ^' this is my beloved Son,'' (Matt;iii; I7y> 
than *th^ tempter approached and diiflated.witk 
him. that tUle. This eiiemy» after.having at^ked 
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the head, will also assault Ae membeia; bat Jesaa 
hath conqaered ; and '* we are more than con- 
qoerors throogh him that loved us," JLom. yiii. 37* 
When a sinner has received by. faith the seal of 
his pardon, the enemy is envioas and the world is 
jealous of him. These two adversaries beset, him 
with assault upon assault. They are never more 
to be feared than when they insinuate into the 
heart the poison of self*love, self-esteem, and 
spiritual pride ; or when they try to itflure by the 
attraction of the riches, honours, and pleasuces of 
the world. He who suspects nothing, and thinks 
himself sufficiently strong to preserve himself, is. in 
great danger of being seduced ; but he who watches 
over himself and clings to the Saviour by faiths is 
protected from surprise and danger of falling. 

Disciple. — I haye experienced something of a 
like nature. Sometimes, I have been tempted to 
think that the work of my j&onversion was only a 
mere imagination ; at other times that I had lost 
every thing I had received, and that it was neces- 
sary that I should begin afresh. 

Paatwr. — Your great business is to. preserve 
yourself in the grace you have already received. 
If you should fall into any fault, do. not suppose 
that you must begin anew on account of it;, no, 
in order to reoeiye fresh grace and jpardon^ it is 
enough that, ini|uressed with a lively sorrow^ J9% 
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^hauld throw yourself at the feet of Jesus. By 
prayer you will obtain every thing from him ; and 
when he has granted you the joy of his salvation, 
receive it with humility and simplicity, as a re- 
newed pledge of bis love, and an additional 
motive to believe in and love him. 

Disciple, — I firmly believe that God, has, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ, pardoned my sins ; but 1 
entertain a doubt whether he may have pardoned 
those I have committed since my conversion. 

Pastor. — It is true that the faults, even the 
Ic^ast, which we commit after our conversion, dis- 
please the Lord more than the greatest sins we 
have been guilty of in our state of blindness ; not- 
withstaudiDg, it is also true that the Lord is not 
weary of b^ing gracious. Besides the pardon of 
all sin, without exception, solemnly granted in 
cotiversion, he has an abundance of daily pardons 
for his children. The Lord, who knows our weak- 
ness, is aware that we need every day forgiveness ; 
or what would become of us, if after having re- 
mitted all the rest of our 'sins, there should still 
remain a single one he refused to pardon ? It is 
not without reason the Saviour has permitted, nay 
commanded, us to pray for the remission of our 
sing as often as we ask for our daily bread. The 
Spirit of God assures us that the Saviour *^ has 
received gifts for men, yea> for the rebellious also," 



Psalm Ixviii. 18. ' Learn fiwni tbeace not to doubt 
of the fhice of the Lord^lHit to kai^e reeoarse to^ 
it unoeasingly, with a siaoere confidence^ 

Disciple. — I am coavhtoedof ^hat 'j^on say; 
yet I am apt to eomplain of my misery. 

Pastor. — No one can think it stradge (h^ a 
repentaiit sinkier shonM gi-oaa ntider a fei^ingp of 
bis ibisery ; but contioaal complaints, occasioned 
by mibtrustaoddespondenoy^ do not become a soni. 
that knows ,its Sai^oar «nA -has experienced- the 
poVer of his grace; Nothing is more natnratthan 
to feel your misery^ and ndthing mare profitable; 
Larneht your misery; I* do not object to it: but 
lament it to Jesus; with a filial confidence* .La*- 
ment it; if yon 'like; to a man enlightened and elL^ 
perieaced kr the wayii of g^mee } lameilt it^'if so 
disposed^ to a poor afflicted- timorons aonU "i^ho^ 
yon would c^nsoloi in order that-tt may be assayed 
tUatit is not 'the only one in the worid bitrtben^d 
with sorrow ; bat be carefiil not to -lament it to the 
children of tbis world; who :bave never known or 
felt their lost condition. Such people^ iiust^ad of 
ttnnfing it to their bwn advantage^ will take^ occa- 
sion fir^ it' to discover their mtdigmty against 
you^ and all the children of €h)d» They will even 
scasidalize Christianity, under pretext that it pro* 
dvdes nothing in man bat what is sad aftd grievous, 
whidh i» absolutely false. I do n6t counsel yoiji 
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jait&ar t» 'niake kn^im y0ttr>gneft ta &h6. duciples^ 
tei6elf-r%hteoii6 persoiis, who have only the shetl 
abd appearaQoe of- godliue^, «aid woald think it h 
spattdal lo be seated in t^i^adide by the side d( 
jioor sifii^rs. Saoh wOuM- nbt fail to* thrust yoh 
ttom- them^-^ad'^aKi^eift ^^diir mquietttde. By 
spreading' yoiir complaiDts everywhere, yoa woold 
fidl into* another evil ; yoa woalcl reflect upon your 
Lord; foi to coalplain is in a manner to accuse 
him«of being hard and ibexorable^ Besides^ faith 
does Dipt ewdedee ii^lf by -the - consideratioii of 
oarselves«alo4i^; it mafces Jesus its principal oli^ect. 
Jdtfi the Baptist said to those he addressed^ ** Be* 
hold' the liamb of Oodl" To tarn our regards 
feom him, and fiicAem- only upon our miseries, is 
ia give place %6 unbelief, and to. deprive ourselves 
of all strength and succour. 'Be upon your guard 
then, my dear friend, agiiinst this dlsposititon, and 
let y obi dearest imd only object be Je9us crucified. 

IKf ci^Hs*''— l^headvice y^ii ^ve is indeed evann 
gelical ; but in following it, should I not risk falling 
into seeurity? •» 

PusMr.* — Itseepis you have iil conceived my 
meaning. I do not advise you ever to lose sight . 
of your misery^ 6pd prdFteet you'und me from so 
domg;.but I am desirous that you should avoid 
those continual reflections upon your past sins, and 
di09e asMspla'ced lametftatidiils which are accom^' 
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paoipd by inquietude and mi«trEi8t« jHem^nber, 
there are two path^ .equally dangerous ^tkat cau«e 
us to err from tbe straight road the GioApei marks 
out. One is a legal and servile fear, always 
mi&ed with distrust ; the other a proud security, 
which tends to levity of mind» and from theoee to 
licentiousness. When we deviate from the simple 
path of the gp^el^ it is easy to get into one or the 
.other of tl^ese two extremes. He who is desiroins 
of continually feeling his misery and sidfifering, 
imagines he has need of such a counterpoise to 
preserve him from n^ligence and i^ijdtnal pdde; 
on the contrary, a presumptuous spirit thinks he is 
well dispose^^ because he does not feel mistmst 
and despondency. The sure and rigbt way 10 to 
W^k in siipplicity, accompanied by humility and 
poverty of spirit. Thu^, let him become poor in 
spirit who presumes too much upon his own 
strength I and l^t.him who sins by doubt and 
Qiistrust, ^i4>plicaW the Lord for the assutance he 
sti^nds in need of.f 

Disciple. — As you have mentioned these ftiUA 
relapses, have the goodness to point out thta means 
of avplding them. 

Pastor. — ^The best and only, way is toolaat^ 
faj £piith to him^ who is the amtfaor of your salva^ 
Mxfjj^ and ^ source of your felicity^ and carry on> 
with him a simple and continual intercourse oC 
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kelMrti:: >By tlmt yea will prevent thb wauderiDgs 
Utat hate a tendency to tmhappy relapses, seen- 
rity; or false confidence, apiritnal pride, and the 
abaae of evangelical liberty. 

Samriiy, parent of lukewarmness and remiss- 
BeB8> is a most dangerous state, into which not only 
Sttoh as hare been lightly affected by grace stay fail, 
bat also those who have obtained the gift of faith 
attd ;the assurance of their roconciliatioA. Instead, 
of .'the grace already received, serving as an incen- 
tive to onrfarther advancement into the knowledge 
of the Lord, we tQO often fall into a Inirtftil secu- 
rity. This proceeds from poor souls ceasing to 
watoh over themselves^ and being negligent of a 
prayevfal intercoarse with God, and meditation 
upon bis word. By degrees the Sicriptures be- 
oome insipid ; they nej^ect ptber. opportunities of 
ina^uetion and edification, and unconsciously fall 
into lukewarmness and insensibility. * If, from time 
to time^ theSi»rit of Ood touches their consciences 
by salutary reproofs, they oppose to these convic- 
tions, their knowledge, information^ the long expe- 
rience they have had of all that can be said to 
them ; they despise the charitable warnings of the 
servants of God, and other good people ; they are 
thus continually propelled don^n the precipice and 
aittk lower and lower ; and, as it is easier to descend 

H 5 
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ihad to rise, Amy come to Hbm coBclinleiij Aat tlie^ 
Vhoi ot Christ 18 not stifliraeiitly efficeciotis td 
'' fmr^e the con^cieiice from' dead works ;'* mfd 
that it is impossible that the ]^eaee of God should 
always be preserfed ia tike hesart« 'Hiiis faith is 
weakened; zed abates^ the hesfft b^lmies iiisemd^ 
ble, spiiitaal Hfe decays, and in ihe endihey atfana 
to a state of drowsiness^ not far renrotedfrMii spi^ 
ritual death. They are* neither coktBor hot; tbef 
are not enemies to wEat is good/ btrt they cadliot 
say* they ibye it : ** Because thon art lidE«^)i^atni> 
avd neither cold nor hot, I witt spew thee onf-of 
my mbtrth/' Rev. iii. I6. 

I counsel yo^, itten, to cUmie incessantly to the 
Lord Jesns; to sAtend as oAeitf as yoa dan to 
readings of and meditation upon ihe Holy Serip^ 
tures. The word of God, i^ay^ a prophet, is a firev^ 
and no one can approach it with a heart ptepeMy^ 
disposed, withotit being warm^ by its^ hedt.i 
Neglect no opportunity of edificatiohj either pobiie^ 
or private : avoid as much as possible, consistently 
with doty and decorum^ intercourse With worU^ 
men, and court the society of the chSfdren df €k>d. 
You will' know them by their fruits: *' whosoever 
confesses that Jesus is the Sort of God,'" and calls 
upon bis name with sincerity of heart, ^"departs 
from iniquity." Prayer and heart inftercourse 



vM^.tbe Xjovd.are ab^Qtely Aaceaaaiij[.i Froiii 
tb(3i^ ^^.always derive renewed itreagth and fresh 
ble«(sinf8> 

>:..Aj^ for spiritual pride^^ it . only . exists in fli^se 
ifi^a:httv,e- never felt tlie'greatiies»ef theisimiaery^ 
uer. <ex|»eriaii€!ed ,the lively . cctrnpuiietioB always 
9it(MkdMi npHk iti From tkerioe prpceeds the.. 
gMid. opipioa ttliAy entertain of. themselves^ and* 
whiefa is aogm^nted by .any gracions attractions/ 
they, may ,have experienced^ a With much study. 
tbey;^ay0 no£ learaed of the Saviour to becomes 
** Bieek .aQ4:i<xwJyia heart;'.' they deceive them-« 
selves, aAid, lik^ithe Pharisees, imagine themselves. 
tO: |t>e the* firs£ iu^ ths.iking^m of God. This 
dan^j^oiw vioe natiualty leads to another — con«* 
tempt of itOurneighboor^Aoddiat^ven of persons 
tri4(f godly».wh«m.wa are .prone to regard as nenv;- 
c^oovertSy .vbile« with Diotrephes, we think onr^ 
selves prerbminent. like: Peteri. we forget our 
grieat wetness, and presume too much upon ou^ 
own stsength; in the greatest poverty we think 
ourselves richy and fall into temerity. 

,Again» from thence proceed ithat/obe p^ate 
ini < which we are. apt to luil purselves, as if we 
hp.d attained to the desired end ; that §piriiuaf 
ilindness, which prevents our seeing in ourselves 
&ults apparent to persons the least enlightened ; 
that false liberty ^ by which we permit in our- 
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selves thinga siafal^ and coaseqa6Dtly ineoBi-* 
patible. with the character of a ehiki of God^ in 
fine^ that self-love, accompaDied by self•^s^fi€ieney 
and haiightiaess, which casts a veil over oar ovrti 
faults and causes us pitilessly to judge, btaiae 
and condemn others; and that, while we often 
proudly r^ect reproofs, well founded, aud urged 
in the spirit of meekness and charity* To what 
do all the monstrous evils tend that spbitual 
pride, gives birth to? Solomon says, *^ before 
destruction the heart of man is haughty^ smd 
before honour is huojility," Prov. xviii. 12. Lu* 
ctfer, for desiring to raise himself above the other 
angels, was precipitated into the bottomless pit 
Those liirlio tread in his steps expose themselvea 
to a like danger. This danger is so much the 
greaterj because it is not in the power of mon 
to humble themselves; for that, nothing less will 
do than the cmnipotent hand of God. JEIpppy 
indeed if the thunder of his law * should humble 
them in the season of grace, befons they fall to 
rise no more ! ; 

Disciple. — I have known persons suchasjon 
describe, but they gave another name to their 
spiritual pride; they called it the assurance (^ 
faith. 

. Pastor $' — ^Their pretended assurance is only a 

. ♦Se«GaLiiL19* 
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pMiltoto of fftith, trhich difibrs as maek from true 

stesoratibe as darkness from light. True faith ill 

always accompanied by an entire renunciation of 

^(f, self-righteousaess, self-glory — all confidence!' 

in -self. The more faith, the more poverty of spirit^ 

The mail spiritually poor sees nothing in himself 

bat Weakness and misery; feeltf that he has nothiiig, 

kn<^ws nothing, and can do nothibgof himself; but 

he is- rich in faith, becanse' he possessed in Jesur 

Ghri^ an inexhaustible store of wisdom^ rig^teottd^ 

ness, utiderstanding, and strength. This is the foun^ 

datiou of true asisorance and the source of tmd 

contentment. This is the security of a child of God,' 

which -prevents his being misled. As a tree wlttck 

die Father has planted^ and Ibe Holy Spirit has 

grafted into Christ, he becomes more and moife 

deeply ro6ted in the soil of humility, while b^ 

grows^ flourishes, fVtictifies, and shoots his braochesr 

upw)Eirds towards heaven. Such is the description 

of him whfo i^ truly a man in Christ. Like Saint 

P&ul^ h^ knows ''how to be abased" by humility, 

and '* how to abound '^ by faith, Phill. iv. e. "When 

Ibou wast little in thine own sight/' said Samuel to 

9afff, ^ Wast thou not made Uie head of the tribi^s 

# limteH*' 1 Samuel xt. 17. Awakened souk 

have yet anbUier evil to shun, which is the dbtise 

of ih4 ffr4$DB of Chd m Je^ui Christ. While some 

deviate from the right cottrsOi by being desirous of 
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doing too mneby others deport from it hy doing tD4> 
little, . An efficamu and lively &ith marks out a 
track between these two extremesi. It says to as, 
^'-ihis is the vay, walk ye in it," Isaiah xxx. SK 
We a^ not here speaking of natnral men, who. 
abase the doctrines of the Gospel, that they miq^ 
live in liceliti0i]sness» ifnder the pretext that wn* 
are jostified and saved by pore grace, without any 
wniks or mmts of onr own. The persons whom 
wo wonld preserve .from tbte abase, are already- 
really converted. To the extent they may attond to: 
the reasonings of ihid flesh, they may argue thus & 
'/ Since our wodcs and endeavors have no meiit 
before God, . what^ ne^esflsty tan there bo for vigi#y 
lance so constant, appUoation so serious, and iido<*> 
lity so. scrupulous? Since grace aboands over 
evinytldng, we- may conform to the customs of .tbs> 
world with impunity; we may indulge- in many 
little things which have the i^pearance of evily ar. 
our consciences: do not tell us they are. sinful/'^ 
Those who hold this language prove ^hemsdvfss td, 
be again entangled in. the snare of the enenqr* ^Ib. 
neglecting to watch over themselves, and walk'iBi 
the presence of God,, ever looking onto Jesus, Ihey 
have insensibly withdrawn from the discipKne of 
the Spirit of God and follow their own spirit; Bj^ 
degrees they hav^ g^ot into a faise liberty ^ the. old* 
man has begun to revive and resume his fortier 



strength ;,- tbe pas^os .gre . awakened, and thpt 
Wliioh.cit^st w$s oiil; a sjMusk^ as become a file 
vbick C»iU9Pt be extiolgaisbed. . Covefoumess and 
oooeupiac^t^ are geaerallythe rocks cm -wkkb 
aneh perseo&iBake shipwreck. Nothing can pre^ 
serve lis jfirom theia» nothing oan quench the fire of 
the pkUMioiM or dethrone th$ pow^ of sin, bat the 
virtae 6f the blood of Jesas Chri0t4 

Let this warn us to be on our guatd. We IupA 
not: called to aoiasa treilsuresf, to be amhidoua of: 
honpurgy to £^d. qpon wofldly Tanitie^, to live ia 
luitury and sensiiiaUty. .We ace called to be child*^ 
r6n<i)f Ged> and to demean ourselves as such in $i\ 
things, to walk uprightly as becomes. the Gospd of 
Chiiat. O mytlear FrieQd|,bPw dang^ous it ia.to; 
fall into, remissness^ and stop short in the ways oft 
salvation I , How many pillars^ like .Lot's wife». are. 
to he • f<(>uiid . between . . Sodom ^ and. ■ 2^ar ? Ho w; 
many of thesa sad moninnents of. unbelief and 
love of the wdrtd are to be.fieen in GHri^tendom I 
Theae examples, prove the/ danger of Ipoking* 
back, after having '' p^ the hwd to (^e plough/!^ 
Luke ix»6£* 

DMcjple.^^ What you say iliakes me tremble ; 
but pcay tefl me how I may be preserved frpoir 
sudi evils 1 . 

POstQr.'^J have already told you : the onlymidt 
lible meanis .of avoiding tihese rocks» ^ ^ P^^ 
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ie^ereiii the faith by vrfilEaice and prayer. Who^ 
ever cleavet constaDtly to the Lord Jesns^ and 
oarries on with this good Savidur a continual infbr- 
eonrse of the heart, is sure to make rapid progress 
ifl graee and sanctifieation. You know that Hie 
word of God ascribes to faith an invincible power, 
capable of doing and surmounting ererything. 
Consider faith as a mysrtic plant, rooted in Christ, 
Kving upon his life^ and nourished by his dilrine 
sap. The weaker this plant is the less fruit it 
bears, and the less able to resist the storms of 
tefmiptations and the torrents- of the passions; the 
stronger it is, the more fmitful and better able to 
withstand the tempest. Faith does not eitempt ns 
fr6m the e&postire to different trials, but it supports^ 
lis tinder them. One of the principal advantages 
it procures ns, is the preserving us from luke- 
nimnhness, mistritst, presumption, and self-gtdry. 
Wiifenrtbe Saviour gives the believer the assurance 
of hU' loVe, the latter, far from being putPed up 
with it, feiets and acknowledges that he is unworthy 
of it. In this frame he enjoys the peace of God 
and true contentment, and is then above llie tempt- 
ations of the world. The world appears too in- 
st|^fi<5ant, its pleasures too itisipid, its grandenr 
and riches, the idols of worldly men, too Vil6 to' 
attract his devotion. The precious pearl of the 
Gospel-^tbe grace of God in Christ Jesus, the 



Ipye of tbia faithful Saviour, the eojoymewt of hk 
meviUf tbe a9surano9 of his jsalvatioQ — these are 
the treasures faith apprehends and possessesi and 
which cause the believer to coutenui everything 
else. By faith we travel through this world as 
strangers and pilgrims, without meddling with its 
defiling allurements. Should the dust cleave to 
our feet we hasten to shake it off, and flee to him 
whose blood purifies from all filtbiness of the fles)i 
and spirit, 

Si^ce, n^y dear iriend, you appear' disposed to 
profit by my advice^ I counsel you. to watch care* 
fully over the misery .and corruption. your nature 
is infected with ; and likewise over the work of 
grace tbe Lord has wrought in your heart, in ordeit 
that you may clearly discern b^tweeu the fri^itfi of 
nature and the fruity of faitbu Nature gives, free 
course to worldly thoughts, it feeds upon ideas of 
grandeur, riches, and pleasures, and in this ^vpjr 
generally insinuates a subtle poison into the heart, 
Grace is directly opposed to nature, and yon wjU 
perceive that it dwells in you; that the new man 
is-forp^d in your soul; that the Iiord is advancing 
in you the work of grace, when yopr thoughts are. 
constantly attracted towards Jesus; when they are 
accompanied by joy, qo^^o^ti^^ con^ence, love, 
and gratitude for all God has done^,and ia stilli 
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dfEng. fiir yop ;.= when yan bud an atiefi^ve ^^ to 
the inst^aotioiis and addionitkiitis the' Lord ad-* 
dresses to you, extemally by his word Md inter- 
adl^ by Jns s^t. 
. For your greater seenrity, attendvely watch 
o-^er the dispdsitioii of.ydarci>tistitalional<tenipera* 
ntent; is itanger» avfanoe^ pride, or veinptue»8ne«i 
that .pxNirifJaUy ,'i^ways yon ? In a town, the 
weakest (daces are ttiiisean which ^,douU^ guard 
is placed. In like manner^ be most watehfal oyer 
preiaiiiBg sins. Evcv lei Ih^se enemies find yoa 
Hear the Lord; th^n our faith has only,' as it were^ 
one step to.make, oaesigh, one leap towards the 
Saviour; and we find In him a sure retreat. ''The 
name of «the Lord is a strong tower, the righteous 
iitttfiietk iivto it and ii iafe;*' Poov. xviii. 10. .The 
Lord htinsN^lf odnduets our warfare^ "'he fights 
against them that fight against us/' (Ps. xxxv. 1») 
and daily fulfils the promise: made hy Moses to the^ 
Istaelilies, ^'The Lord shall fight fi>r yon, and ye 
Aejl ho}d your peace/' £x. xsr. 4. With regard 
to -this combat, remember it is not o«ir natural 
dtrengtii thatcan-iica^in itiand gain, the nctbry: 
the< Christian fights hy faifli^and prayer. Saint 
Paul, writing to Tiniodiy, says, ^ fight the good- 
fight of fhith.'' As long as we iry to maintaut ther 
coi^^ by our own power, the eifemy mocks us- 
and we are worsted. But if we be clad in the 
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artaovi' des^b^d by Saint Pad in I^esiaiM ^rith/ 
we come off conquerors. 

We oiigbt neither to fear Bbr despite too fitiach 
the eoemy of onr souls» To consider the ponder of 
Satati and bis complots as invineible, is mistrusH 
and unbelief; it is to deliver ourselves intd, thd 
^emy's faa<ids^ bound hhnA and foot ; while fa^ 
would enable xi$ to tread nipon the sei|>ent and 
trilmple. tb$ .dragdn ttHder oiir fe^t. To regard 
these enemies- with oontenltpti as l^enk apd ^tle 
formidable, is imprudence, predlimpti^li/and t^ne-* 
rity ; what they ciinn^t effect by- force they will 
try to accomplish by stratagem*. Thefefinre ir:e 
should be continually on otir guard : as soon ^ the 
leM. evil thought presents it^l^, let us not ne^0c# 
taflee uQto the Lord. Heife I rjBpeat what,!, have 
before said t inateoid af bol^l^ tittaoking the ^nenrf* 
it is sa£^ to avoid eli^ery Opportunity of sinfaing, 
and turn our oyes and tho tights : from every se-« 
ducing object toilifards a erocifilsd Saviour. In tfaift 
respect a prudent reti«a;t is better thaib avigorodsl 
attack. As the Prophet Jtficah says» <' The 
breaker is come up bofove them^ Ihey havd broken 
up and have passed through the gatie and ar^'gon^' 
oat by it; and their king bIiaII pass before them 
and the Lord on the head of them/' . 

DUciple^ — Yod have touched upon a subjOd 
concerning whicb I^ am not a little soIiMloua ^ foi) 
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I compreheiid not 4Mily &e Decearity hmt Ao Ae 
i lMi c ully of perseyering to tke eadL 

PoBiar. — In this as in evefy other respect we 
■nist not depend npon onnelresy bvt npon the 
merils and fidelity of our all-soflicient Saviour. 
If we had no support but our own wisdom and 
strength^ our fidl would be inevitable. Besides^ 
onr faithfhbiess does not so mach con«t io con-' 
straining oorseiTes to be fidliifM, as in cleaving by 
faith unto the Lord and reposing enthrely npon his 
fidelity. ** He will not sofier ns to be tempted 
above that we are able ;" and *' his strength wiH be 
made perfect in oar weakness." But in order to 
experience the happy efiects of his g^at fidelity, 
it is necessary that, in small matters as welt as id 
great, we dioald remam under the salatary disci- 
pline of his Holy Spirit; it is his Spirit that must 
enlighten, conduct, and seal as ''unto the day of 
redemption.'' This discipline is the sacred bond 
that attaches us to Christ, and guides our feet ant^ 
his paths. Depond upon htm, and '' the pow^ of 
€rod will keep you through faith niito salvatibn,^ 
1 Peter i. 5 ; ** no man shall pluck you Out of his 
hand," John x. 98* He will accomplish in you 
tfiis promise, '' Hearken unto me, O -house bf 
Jacob, and all the remnant of the hoase of Israel* 
which ate ^bonfe by me from the belly, which are 
oarried fi^m the womb; and even to your old age 
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I. am.h^* afid even to hoar hairs will I carry you :* 
I have made and I will bear ; even I will carry aiid 
will deliver you/' Isa. xWL S, 4. 

DUcipk. — HowcoDsoling^! These sweet words 
are spirit and life to my soul, and 1 never should 
be weary of hearing them. 

Pastor, — For aiyself» I cannot think of the 
paternal kindness of our God towards such poor 
vile worms, without shedding tears. In Jesus we 
are blessed with every blessing, so that all things 
are ours. We are his, and he is ours, for he is 
given to. us by the Father ; in him we possess all 
things. Have we not now reason to say with Saint 
John. '' Behold what manner of love the Father 
hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called 
the sons of God ; but it doth not yet appear what 
we shall be/' I John iii. 1, £. As children of God 
we are absolved, sanctified, and blessed, so that 
there is no condemnation to us. The accuser's 
mouth is stopped, because the Son of God in re* 
deeming us has stripped him of all right and power, 
over us. While we persevere in the faith, sin, 
death, the world, and the devil cannot hurt 
us. We enjoy the peace, grace, and love of 
God. His Word assures us of it, and his Spirit 
bears* witness in our hearts to it. We are the 
children .of God, citizens of hea?en. True, io the 
eyes of ttie world we are mean despicable creatures; 
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but the Bride of tiie Kmg of kiogs it inteoMlly 
OTBamented, and her cloihiiq^ is the righleoBsiiess 
and holinefls of Jemu. As to the spotA and wrmkles 
that remaiii, his blood deaoaea and eiacea them. 
WhOe yet below he naprestes upon onr foreheads 
the seal of the living God ; he clothes as with the 
nuptial robe, and in covering as with this spotless 
ndmenty which is washed in the blood of the Lamb, 
he adorns as with the spirit of meekness, patfenee, 
and love, that we may more and more resemble 
himself. On this accoont it does not grieve as to 
'' forget our father's house/' Psalm xl v. 10; that 
is to say, to renounce the pieasores and. vanities ^ 
the world. We are amply recompensed for tbii 
sacrifice by the sweet consolatioas the Gospel be* 
stows — consolations unknown to worldly men, and 
which faitfi alone procures the enjoyment of. The 
life of believers, the Apostle saysy is a hidden l^e; 
enveloped in contempt, opprobrium, and snfiTering, 
accompanied by misery and weakness ; but it b a 
" life hid with Christ in God" until the day of ma^ 
nifestation. The children of God know that the 
Son of God b their Saviour ; that the Father of 
oar Lord Jesus Christ t is their Father, and that is 
sufficient. They can say with confidence, the Al- 
mighty and Eternal God is my Father ; the sove*- 
reign Judge of every creature itf my adorable' 
Master, my faithful Friend, my tender Brother. 
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Henceforrth to them deai^ has lost all its terrors^ 
though the shades of death should encompass them> 
the earth should fade away from under their feet, 
and the sky and the stars should fall, they would 
not be terrified ; it would be th0 hour of their delr^- 
verance, the signal of the eoming of theif Redeems* 
Tliey would exolaim. Behold him, who for love of 
me died upon the cross ^ I know him by bis wounds. 
" Come, Lprd Jesus, come, quicklyl^f f^ Blessed bp 
he that cometh in the name of i;he Lord/' Psahn 
cxviii. 2.6. , '. •. ,. . 

I am not willing, to Cfmclude this conversation 
without ^ving yoii some tuitiier advibe. 1 am de^ 
strous of seeing you delivered from the spirit of 
bondage, the badge; of those' who live under tbi 
servitude of the law; and wish instead of tliis legal 
piety, it was given you to enter into what Saint 
James styled "the law of liberty ;" to live in that 
intimate communion with the Saviour, in -that 
simple, child-like, and .condnualinteifeounse of the 
heart which constitutes the happiness of the bhild^ 
ren of God and their paradise upon eaith. This is 
tbe Teig» of 6dd within u^ which is f'rishteons^ 
ness, pfiace, an4 joy ija thie Holy Qihfat.**: ' • ' 

Tb^e. blessings sffe the portion of those who 
persevere' in the 'oommunioa of the Lord Jesu^; 
and 10 tbo doctrines: of the Gospel. In them they 
find, in prosperity ted adyerafty, an ii^exlmustible 
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source of life, strength, and happiness. . The child 
of God possesses this advantage, that neither 
poverty, sickness, nor any external calamity can 
prevent his being happy. His clothing is the 
righteousness with which the Son of God has 
covered him ; the balm which heals and restores 
his soul, the blood of Christ; his internal guide, the 
Holy Spirit ; his consolation, the oil of gladoess 
poured into his heart. The enjoyment of these 
precious gifts brings tranquillity into his soul, and 
sheds serenity over his countenance. In this state, 
he walks €ls a child of light in the midst of a per- 
verse generation ; and with a heart full of filial 
confidence^ he dares continually to present himself 
before his God, and call upon him as his ttue and 
loving Father. 

This blessed condition will likewise be yours, 
my dear Friend, if you cleave to the Lord. And 
when you are so established by grace, that this 
state of mind becomes fixed and habitual, you will 
readily regard with an eye of contempt ail thsct is 
called great and pompous in the world. When 
the enemy points you to '' ail the kingdoAis 6f the 
world and the glory of them,*' to tempt you to de- 
sire them, your faith will give you the Victory over 
him. Humbled as a poor sinner under the Omni- 
potent hand of God, and at the same time faised 
above the perishable things of this Kfe, you will 



jn^gard Ibem.as unworthy of your ^mbitioQ. Id fine, 
th$ inheritance of the children of God is a treasure 
so rich, and inestimable, that he who has had the 
foretaste of it and. hopes to enjoy it eternally, feels 
nothing but disgust f6r the husks on which the 
children of this world feed. He says> with the 
»«kgej *^Ci|m.coelum aspicio, sordent terrestria;" 
when I contemplate the heavens, all is vile upon 
•the earth. like Mose^ be '' esteems the reproach 
of Christ greater riches than the treasures in 
Egypt," Heb. xi. 26, 

While the grace of adoption will cause you to 
despise, the transitory things of this life, the great 
salvation of the Ijord Jesus will attach you more 
firmly to the God of your salvation. The mercy he 
has shewn to you, the chief of -sinners ; the sup<^ 
port he unceasingly affords yon v the daily favours 
be bestows upon you, will all operate as powerful 
motives to love bim mom and more ; to praise him 
continually, ; to avoid carefully, everything displeas- 
ing to bim ; and tp proclaim to your bretbren bis 
go^dn^sStf and all the. benefits ;he has d6ne. unto 
your soul. You will have every day fresh cause 
for.profitable meditatictA» and in givipg yourself up 
tp this sweet occupation* you will be preserved 
ff»m the vain and evil timugfats to which a dis- 
tt^pij^ mjxd.is liahle*. . Your, faith will become 
more estftbli^bi^di and youi! jove for and gratitude 

I 
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'to the Lord cootiiiiudly angmenU To this end, 
nothing is nvore efficaoioos than the contemf^tion 
of the great love which led the Son of God to im- 
molate himself in ouv rbcnoi. In these views we 
exclann, O Daogiiters of Sim» how amiable is 
Jesas in bis passion !• how touohing> how ineffiible 
is his love ! the man«0f sorrows has ravished, my 
faeftrt! 

T|iose who fiimly bdieve that Jesns is their 
(Lord and their God, their >FrieDd and tfaeiir Sa* 
viour, cannot be insensible to the love this tend^ 
end '^itfafal Bridegvo^m of souls ^faas maAifested 
tow^ds tbem ; .and the. lively impressioi!! this sta- 
pendens loTe. makes iqpon theaol, wUl neMssaiily 
have an influence, over all their iaetions; They will 
s^ with David^ "I will:»uiithd'W^ybf tfa^ com- 
mandmeots when^ tbq^u ^shalt i^iilaiKe^itty hbart^" 
Psalm>e^ix« 39. Thl9 faitli wfai^k*apfAr«A)siids the 
gsace.ef Godraad>iBii<dblsiB«iis.coBtitKmUy to'dajey 
it, manifests itsdf in pfluses to ttke Aniltior of our 
salvation:' with the Psalinist'we ^sielaimr'^^ Blase 
the Lord, O 'tiky. sbnl, and^ Ibvget not-all his ber 
n#fits/-> Psalm eiii.!2[« 

> If/ tbeib <iNiy spm^w «ih^«AJI ^v^rtake yoa»^ 
en acoouiit of soin^ iisiisttfOus«vent^ ok^^fWim k viev 
of yoansttaDLy mis^ri^s^ aeek yours coosolatiop o^^y 
ib tbegr^at love God luui maniftsted'tbwaiMs»y4$a 
19 JToitii »ehrist. /Wlf^AueveijttuQg' Mvspinsa- 
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«gaiaat jrott^ Dem^mbet/yoa hmje in heay^ 9/A Jii-* 
mighty 'and tnotc^fttl Qoi, $, fmthful S^yiQilr ^vrho 
^. dleeted.Tyou, r^cmcid yourby his gruce, -find 
sealed you with li&$ Spirit. ' G^ aayl^idg mdkfevbe 
m\Antmgt to - m9k» < you " Tgdiee ' in . iibpe" md 
*p»aeiit^n!triBtilatiouy' KipnuaJi; iS.^ 

If it be tmeyia^. I.d«ssife :to befeve, tbal Jroa 
are in the enjoyment of the graces .1 ^ve de« 
scribed, hencefoprtb it only i^maips lliatyon should 
determine, in the^strength'bf ^tbe Lord, to cleave 
constantly and for ever to' jrodi' Savibinr whatever 
may haflj^eh to yom ' Yes^^ttoilgfa you Aould be 
deprived of what you hold most dear in the worlds 
and even of his internal consolations, nothing ought 
to shake your confidence in the promises of God. 
You should say with Job, *' though he slay me, 
yet will I trust in him," Job xiii. 15. 

This, my dear Friend, 4» what T have earnestly 
desired to say to yon, agreeably to the experience 
I have myself had in the ways of God, and accord- 
ing to the measure of grace dispensed to me. 
Perhaps I have unconsciously intermixed with it 
something of human science and reason. If so, I 
disavow it and condemn myself; my intention be- 
ing to hold fast and conduct my brethren by the 
pure truth of the Gospel, and the simplicity which 
is in Christ Jesus. Upon him, upon his omnipotent 
grace^ in my greatest weakness I r^y. It is liot 

Id 
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l^fady nor proudly, b«i in homUe dependaace 
upon Ids nerey that I say, if I had a Aoiuand 
woflds, and a thousand fires, I woidd wiliaigly 
sacrifice them all for him who has loved me more 
than his life. Nothing can separate me from the 
love of God in Christ Jesos; I will not qait him,* 
and he will not abandon me. Amen. 

Amen, O Lord Jesus, adorable ! 

Thy precious blood redeem'd me; 
Thoa art my Sayionr, amiable. 

Amen, Amen, in verity ! 

* See Ex. xzL 5, 6 ; and Deot. xr. 16, 17 
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DIALOGUE THE FOURTH. 

IN WHICH THE WORK OP SANCTIPfCATION 

IS TREATED OF. 

■' For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might 
live unto God. I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless 
1 live ; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me, and the life I 
now live in the flesh, I live by faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me and ^ve himself for me. I do not frus- 
trate the grace of God," Gal. ii. 19—21. 

Disciple. — Thaaks be to God, I experience 
in my heart the power and reality of .what I have 
before heard from you; and I am now desirous that 
you should say something to me on the subject of 
sanctification* 

Pastor. — In complying with your wish, I shall 
eommence by leading you back to its source, which 
i^ faith ; for as soon as the heart is animated by 
true faith saodtification follows of itself. The 
blessed Luther has ^xciellently said, ^^ There is no 
occasion to command faith to do good works, be* 
cause before we have spoken we find they' are 
already done.*' In faict, such is faith in the soul, 
and such its power and influence to a holy and 



174 

Cbristiaii life. From tkence it vas l^t believers 
of old performed such great tbiiigSy and the pri* 
mitive ChristiaQs attained so high a degree of 
8aac(ificati(Hi« AoeordiD^ to St.. Paul, ti» live in 
sanctification is nothing more than to live by faith, 
or what is the same thing, to live by the grace of 
God in Jesus Chrijst^ or if you will, it b to live 
in daily repentance and faith, until we. arrive at 
ther^ate9;9f,%. happy eteynityi/ iThei^ iyffigF^f^^^ 
r^^tttanee. ^nd ieiM, constitute tlie essence of 
ibncfificatibri. Faifh' gives bii^th to charity hud 
e v^ry other virtue, 2 ^ jPeter i, Bepentanc^ , fmd 
faith go hand in haild,.8Qd mutually aid eaebjalher. 
By faith we daily advance in amendment of life, 
b^aose it^^diseov^ eviry-^ddif fi^sh im^if^eei]^ 
itt ourselt^. BMpetitdat^, out its part, ejteri?is66 
feith, in^muefa a» it lettds^ lis to the S^loar^ i^ 
obtain from him the pardon and ^itrength we iMi 
need of^ Repentance consists in chielf^ng"fb§ 
Besh, in dyioig mof^ ktid n^ore Mli^ sia;«tfi^ world* 
andoursdlvefi, Oat. V;4j; B^mi vithdhap;; ^Oati 
Tv 15. lUpentance, iti the 'first iiistan<^0i U 4 
general disci)v&ry df,'and a pMAfiil fd^liiJg firis^ 
from, 4ie mass ^f cor^Uf^tion within tfd^ ]>aify ri^ 
pehtanoe is produced by the reiil£llti§ We siici&es^ 
sIveTy disdovi^r-cC Uhat «<iojrruptiod in- buirsdv^ 
dnd wbieh thii gvaee of God enables- ud more ind 
inmre deariy to pc^fdlsiW; fer it is i^ith ud as^ vHlb 
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a fravell^r^ iAe9 at ihe break of day oolj tee» olv 
JQct« confa^edlyy but discqyerg themrmore distinctly 
as; the SUA rises .abov^ tbe )bori2oii« These frmh 
discoveries advance us in satictificatroB) by ham^ 
blipg us aad obliging us perpetually to have 
recourse tor the grace of G^d ia Jesus Christ 
Thpty. make ua sigh after the glorious 19>6rty of thf 
cfaildreu of God ; they confumally render us more 
h^Ue^ more devoted, tooire establi^ed in faiths 
more serious^ more vi^lant^ mcNce sinqerev more 
ca^lotts^ and more desirous of beiitg washed iu the 
Uopd of (Christy A- delightful and uareserved 
ccmfideaee ia the Lord elevates and supports us; 
we advance daily more iato the mystery i^ the 
atonement, and daily receive, fresh assurances of 
pardon^ aad experience the ptrifj/ing efficacy (^ 
the blood of; Ohrist upoa our hearts and cosh 
seienees. Firmly alta^ed to the friend of our 
isouls, we every day ipeeeiye prooffs of the love of our 
G^ and renewed esperieace of th^ happiness of 
living under his faithful aad paternal disdptinei^ 
It is thus we make progress in sanclificatii^s 
What the law cannot ficcomplish in us^ tbegraeer 
of the 6osp€|l producfta; whoever possesses the 
h^ ^f one day rese^ibling the JLotdt '^ purifielh > 
himself 0ven as he is pure," I John liit Si 

•Herd ther^ are twt> preoautioiis to attend to: 
thejCnrI, is iM t^ imagine that w^ have attained 
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to so high a degree of perfection, tfet tftere *&"ik> 
fttftlier progress to make or danger to apprehend. 
The true disciple of holibess recommences his 
lesson every day, with the article of repentance. 
So soon as he loses sight of his natural' misery, he 
ceases to be sound in taith J his light is obscured ; 
he is no longer conducted by the divine unction. 
The second precaution is, not to leave the simple 
path of the OospeJ, which is an economy of love 
and filial fear, to replace ourselves undef the Tavr, 
-which is one of torment and servile bondage. It 
is for this reason St. Paul exhorts us not to " cast 
away our confidence, which hath great recompense 
of reward/' Heb. x. S5. 

I will tell' vou in few words what is the life of 
a child of God. It consists in passing his days in 
the faith of the Son of God. It is not a dead 
faith like that of the worldly minded ; it is a living 
faith, which is seated not in the memory or ima- 
gination, but in the heart ; a faith, accompanied by 
)bve and charity, that iViflnences the will and con- 
trols all the faculties of the soul ; a fkith that begets 
an* aversion to every appearance of evil, surmounts 
every doubt fiind scruple, and triumphs over every 
obst«kcle ; in fine, a faith that soars into the pater- 
nal bosom' and merciful heart of our God, appre- 
hends Jesus Christ and embraces his' merits ; that 
makes grace more valtidbie'than' life and every^ 
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Jthing: ^0 the world, because itproenres us tfa^ 
peac49 of ,Crod aod true .contentment. It is from 
this faith, which draws 6ut of the plenitude of 
Christ, that sanctification is derived. Saint Paul 
knew U by experience, and was therefore desirous 
.of living only " by the faith of the Son of God." 

This life of faith includes the two following 
dispositions : Jirst, to live ^' by faith of the Son* of 
Gpd, who loved us and gave himself for us;*' 
secondly, not to live jby ourselves^ nor foor ourselves, 
hut th^t the Lord Jesus should live and reign in us: 

With respect to the first disposition, the g^ace 
of re^cpnciliation is the principle by which the whole 
conduct of a child of God is regulated. The 
moment wherein true Chnstianity becomes esta- 
blished in the heart, is that in which sinful man 
receives by faith pardon and remission of his sins. 
So long as we remain without the assurance of 
pardoQ, we cannot truly confide in God ; but as 
soon as w.e have received this assurance, we feel 
disposed and at liberty to place oor wbole confix 
dence in hin^t and can live in his sight as dear 
^ildren — this is the life of faith. As the children 
of this wprtd Uvp,in worldly pleasures, and love to 
plunge into them ^s their. proper eleument^ so the 
^ildrpn of God find their life in. the enjoyment of 
saltation. It js^the great sinring of their thoughts; 
iponyejrssLtion, and actions^^ TJbe knowledge, of 

1 5 
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Cbrif^ofiArt ha hw dMie ftr« Mdl^fli^M, 
does not make w idfe. .. It dbpUMB «» In db lA iir^ 
cao for him. We dd aotde it to^iaetit a nebai* 
peD9e, but coiifider it oar liapfiiaeM to baatte to 
io aoythim^ aceeptablfe to lum we lo^e arid by 
whom we ^re loYed. With St. Paul and DaVid, 
one BSKjg, ** 1 beGevedy therefore hdve I spbkeDp" 
PMlm cxvi. 40 1 2 Coh vf. 1S{ it is on that ao^ 
coont I loTe^ pniy, act; db good, And avoid eviL 

The child of God u caiefol ta keep his heatt 
in its right piace---rUie bosom of Jesos. ItisthtHre 
he lives in spirit, not t<» lodge as ^ passing stranger, 
but to dwell as a child at home. " O my dove, Aal 
art in the ciefta of the rock; inthe secret piaees of 
the stairs/' CSAn; ii. 14. • 

As ehildlren /of :6«Mcl we h6^ passed fiom 
Mount Sinai tb.fflomt fiion ; from die serritade of 
the law to the liberty..Christ has-p«i)rtbased forns 
by his death.; '' Sly hrethren/' sfty^ St. Panl, ^ye 
lire become, dead to -the law by the boiiy of (Snist,'' 
Bemi vi.^; We ace thbs made'^'free ^dm the 
farw.;'* that is to sAy^ we no longer 4iue ill A* state of 
servile fear but nnder die sweet itifltteaoes of grace/ 
We are ^^dead to tbe. law"' in sevesd respects ? 
Ftrsii as regards juJtiiJlcaticn, because the- law 
camu>t condemn him who is in Jesus Chritft* On 
the eoalrury^ we are absolted^ consbled by ^ki 
Word of the Gospel, and upheld fay the Sphril^af 
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Q^,«giiinfttf #?9I7 a|iQi89tioaiof tke lav. S9dandly, 
9B it ffe«^^ Miip<(^caHl»n» beoavie it b no loDgei^ 
the .ffM oC datnoatiQA ithat makes us avxiid evil aad 
dp gciQd^ as wii9ti utt4er the Ictlm^ but the spirit of 
adoption and Sihl love, from a feeling of love 
ta ^e liord Jes^s we obey this holy commandmdnta 
oC Qpd: ithe; f*mQ uptsgcievi^iis'f to us» as S^ John 
8agrs;:itjsa.prii;ileg€|9 a.jcrf to observe theih: atl 
wUbfih isi the; natilral effeot.of &ith and l^be produc- 
ti«aaf gvacoK In this manner ike childrlen of God 
fire:fte.edfrj3tat]ie yokQiiinder.wbicb tbej. laboured; 
**for.tboiii hatt broken tb^ vbke.of his. baiiden and 
Hmti staff of kil slidnlder> the rod of his .oppressor/' 
([6aiflbjiau4. . Tfaeu people b{ Godiar^ made '^wil* 
ling In the day pf iiis powet/' Psalid ck« d; and 
Ms: is /what the Apbstfe atjUs '' obedienee to the 
fitttii^"Jfcomi.ii:6. Einmliy,:WB ate dead ib the 
lav/iaaninnshas iwe do tM f^ofy in any good works 
ire are ienkbled^ta perform, m cosfonmtyitoSts psre*- 
bepts. . Weask'witk ihd Apostle^ 't ^idtens^ is glory 
iag}?i 'itris eiohsded/' We^tio aM glory in, ttdr 
attiibote aoyiAfierst to oafselves;. Wdo liot bmkt 
.^fwn itteoiKi faottdadtm^'noi^ depend upon ouFidwn 
iwflrkj^iuivweriaikparenlly! gaid they mkj he. Yei^ 
iinrlromrfiaimng inta rfsaaissMMsi wd ap^ly ditriielveh 
tomeef ely ito ' d^ «0 /the gfeod: In^ our p<m6t ; < and 
#toi4t is dotte^ ^iitMead <^f dep^»ding' tqite it> wtt 
a tlri l iii ^ tig iOttnseif ^ iehatater ofrim^ffdctiim mti. 
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imparity may deave to it, and bamUe ourselves 
before God oa account of it It is faith done that 
supports us. We know in whom we have believed, 
and. his grace is sufficient We do not, ther^re, 
reject either the law or grace, we establish both ; 
and if any one, widi St. James» say. *' show os your 
faith by your works," we are content not to be 
considered true Christians, but as we bear the 
image of Christ, and our conduct is confermaUe to 
his Gospel. No, we cannot with justice be accused 
of rejecting the law. We agree with St. Paul, 
that '* the law is good if a man use it lawfully," 
1 Tim. i. 8. It is good, aince by it comes *' the 
knowledge of sin ;" and it is " our sdioohnaster to 
bring OS to Christ," Bom. iii..£0; Gal. iii. M. 

From what has been said, we may condode 
that the blessed lather was right in asserting, that 
sanctification is an application and appropriation of 
the redemption, wrought out by Jesus Christ, irith 
all the benefits purchased by his. sufferings and 
death; an application. communicated by grace and 
received, by faith. To live in sanctification, tthcB^ 
is to live in the faith, of the Son of God ; and 
wherever this faith is sincere, it is. productive: of 
love and all kinds of good works. The fonndiaktioa^ 
as well as the great mystery of godliness, is ^' God 
manifest in the flesh," in the person of Jesus Chri^ 
thsit be might save sionei^ by the shtddiag ofrfaja 
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blood. The Mu\ tb'nt by faith is p&rtaker of tfaia^ 
recofieiliatioD, is delivered from the aversion to and 
inditffereDcy for divine things it formerly expe-; 
riencedh It receives thti desire and the strength, 
to walk in the ways of the Lord. Doubtlessly ita^ 
prayers, psalmrstnging, praises^ all its performances^ 
are accompanied by weakness and imperfection ; 
yety notwithstanding^ the Father' deigns to accept 
th^n for the slike of his well-beloved Son. O how 
sweet and blessed is the life of faith!' Cpndescendj 
I«^d, to advance and establish us in it more and 
more 1^ thy grace !' 

I have yet a few observations to make concern- 
ing the parity of faith. By what outward marks 
may we perceive that persons have not a right un- 
derstanding of the mystery of salvation — that they 
do- not live by faith, and make a good use of the 
grace of God in Jesus Christ? First, when they 
bnild and depend upon their own works, virtue, and 
piety •« Secondly, when fallen into the other ex* 
treme^ they neglect to do good and live remissly^ 
snd^r pretext that good works are not meritorious 
and cannot save ns. Thirdly, when by means of 
reproaches; censured^ exhortations^ menaces, and 
impracticable rules^ they expect to constrain natural 
me^ te- convert themselves' and live piously. 
Fourihhf, when tfiey regard as a good deed every 
action that is^ externally good, without examining 
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ivlidtlier it bd done #it& a rigU lDt«»ti«ii dutt iAt 
propel^ spirit T#o p^nons day doi iImt Aaftie 
tfeing; it may be a godi d^ei ih oiAe attd i Iwl 
deed ill thid other. If it bedone id a caittMi 
Aiailtttdr^ oiit df castOBl, fft^de^ bt any olb^r HridMi 
motive^ it is bad ; if It flQw firbth a piibdpt^ Itf 
feith ib and loVe toWatdir Ckrd^ilnd ehUdty torfr^^ 
6Ue'!9 neighbottr, it is ^eod ; '' #hat^yer' ii iiot Of 
faith is ^n/' however j^od it may be id a)>p€ifiuf^ 
ance, Rom.xiv. I^S. ' - >' ^ ' ' - • - 

l>t^ctjp2e.^— I confess, ^to tiiy shame^ ^t -^Mte 
I consulted my own thoughts, I Imagined, nl^hten 1 
hlld t^erfotmed any act 'e:ict^Milty gbod^ that ^od 
cbirld nfo1; fail to be more ptbpiiious t^ tHe^hhn t^ 
othfers. Now, I have th«. hatipttti^s of se^fn^ 
things in a diflFbrent %h.t. I ackndw)edgi^'«hailMy 
beib^, all Iposse§s and all 1 dbj are thidr :^n)re^ atid 
atttneMled gifts of (rod ; that I 6we ete^Mng tn 
Ms bonntj^; and though t'^^te |he f^tofw^'^ikys 
to lire aid hblilya^ ah ah^el» I icontd n^t aCi<fSit 
myself Of my dbligatiotis to iny faearenW ¥!athi^t* 
6t merit the least of his fam£s« 'Bilt Wk^t littltg 
t cm, I do gladly ; and > if^ there be- any f6dd in 
ioiy aetions'^jt is grk^ aloiie be^bWs the IhonKht^ 
Will, aiid po^r to dd'tbem^ , . » -: 

i3^ gmce of fafeth, ii h6l to li^e ty-mt^ei^ i>t 
Jbr imrmt>e$, b^t Ihat the tA>^i J^m ^hMA H» 
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with Cturist, neTerUteleBS^I'liVe^ yet noik I^ Jnit 
QicXBt Ii96iii Ja ibe^?. Gedli ahSOi We. must here 
oUfeirve^thal.tUese(M9Dd.eftctor pcodiKstion of jGlith^ 
is.lii0 retiacriBgi of the linage of Christ in oar ^so1l}s> 
that Ub Ii& may -be maiisfested in :us. It.is what 
Si^. ,Paiiil doolav^s;. ^^ al^^ja baatiilg'. about in the 
|>ody the dying of the Lard Jesns^.fliat the life also 
of J)9sus might be made miinifest.Jn onr.mortal 
flesh/" 2 Goar; it. 10.' We: haVe in the person of 
tUs- blessed Saviour nbt only' an all^suJSScient 
Brie&'t to reconeile us to thn.Ea^er^ but.Iikewise a 
Frofdiet: and Kihg .ta^iDStract, guid^^ and' govern 
Us. Ha dwella in us by faU;h»-and lives and works Jn 
ns ta will and to do« .'f As ye hdve^tfaerefbre received 
Christ Jesus, the Lord, so kaUc ye^m^him" CoL 
ii. 6. Thie Uf<d. of faith takesi i^lslce of the pre- 
ceding one^ which is miimai ^ad carnal ;• and we 
can joki m&i the Apostle in sayings it is not I that 
live,- . . 

. My Lord'^ my piortion ni^tt aad day^ 
. At every step to him I pray : 

Holy Jesus dwell with me, 

I cannot live without thee. 

"Accustoined to "walk in his presence we are 
tinable to do without him* Out of him w^ can 
neither ♦ill, do, nor undei*take anything. "MVliat 
do 1 say t Out of him vve are dead and ine<apabte 
of domg any good. Beprived of the enjoyment 
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bf his gcace, fxre pme. and faimt, as a fisb laognuhes 
and expires out of its demeiit.. , 

Onee in coDimuoion wiUi tKo Sa?toiir aad esta- 
blished in his grace, we renounce without difficnk; 
our own will» our own gioi^, our own righteous* 
nessy and all confidence in ourselves. Considering 
that we do not live any longer for ourselves, we 
would do nothing without Xjiaist, bis permissiou, 
and commandments We do not attnbute anything 
to our own strength ;. all the ^od that is in and 
done by us, we ascribe to his all-powerfol grace 
working in us. We not only cease to confide, m 
ourselves, but we eotirely mistrust our own hearts ; 
like Luther, who said, he feaced his own heart 
more than the Grand Turk. We even suspect our 
good intentioiis,saod do not follow them until we 
have exanuned them by tbe^ light of God's My 
word ; knowing thafe the old man 13 dextrous in 
finding specious pretexts for gratifying himself. 
In short, we subscribe to the divine assertion, 
'* Without me ye can do nothing,*' John xv. 5. 

This beneficial mistrust of ourselves naturally 
leads us to abandon ourselves, witho9t reserve, to 
the wise and faithful governance of the Lord. 
Whatever may be the object of our own choice, 
however good in appearance, becomes 'inspected 
by .us. The natural man* pictures to himself a, 

•SeelCor.ii. 14, 
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fine piaa of 'Obnv^r^ibti i h^ thinks of bewaiikig bis 
misery, and flatters himself as a matter of oourse 
that the' Lord will draw nigh and inundate him 
with his consolations. Th«3 plan appears la be 
very good ; but it is his own will that traoes it and 
not the Lord's. *^Tfae wind blowetfa where it listeth/' 
John iif . 8. Who dare prescribe rtiles to the Holy 
Spirit, and subject his operations to a method 
concerted, not in the counsel of God but in the 
bead of man ? The child of God ^ets differently. 
He says, with Moses, ** Now, therefore, I pray 
thee, if I have found grace in thy sight, dhew me 
now thy way ; if thy presence go not with me,* 
carry us not up hence," Ex. xxxiii. 13*— 15. The 
Israelites marched only When the pillar of a cloud 
or fire announced the depai^ture and shewed ^hem 
their road ; and they did not halt to enoamp but at the 
place the pillar indicated to them. In fact, it^ap* 
pertains only to the head to animate and move ite 
members. Add to which, the soul cannot be in a 
state of tranquillity, but when assmred it is in the 
phte where the Lord pleases. Thus, *"not as we 
^ill Lord, but as thou wiliest : let thy will be done, 
^nd not ours.'* 

•The Apostle, after saying ** nevertheless I live/* 
dtffls, •♦*yet nbt I, but ChHstlf^^eth in me,** GaF. if. 
20. We surrender ourselves entirely to' the Lotd 
Jesus, so that his^piiitcbeGomes in us the principle, 
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4f ft pem USSf We ai^ attantn^ to 1^ linmM 
Httfrnb^ 9Bd £edlew step by Bt^ kitf Ugk^ wHhtat 
<M8atioii> koUng mtto ifeMis^ '* ajB Ike 0769 of 
s^Tfants look to theitf tttastKffh" Pm^P^ ellldit,'^. 
Wo Undertake tiotbiag; wq do.p<rt t^^mb^t^itkoot 
finite pifte? tke sample of AMttkar,* putting oft 
the epkodi and eoasiiltiiig tb^ Jiovd ilritl^sappliotf- 
tioAfc tbal he would ifieliae our hearts to'do his ptM^ 
soiFei 1 Sanit .yii. 8^ Oa bU paftj f^m : neyfgt 
fafti to answer oar prayers.; he .Aeds' apon aft tka 
nnetidii of. hi& Spirit^ which " t^ckdlk as <^ a| 
tbipg^ and ift lratb/^ 1 John ii. £7 $ Add >hH)b 
wams^ direels> instraete^ ai|d mfkau k&Qwn ante us 
tb0 will of Grod. He la otrr \mn^ lawi.wloch ire 
<$onsHlt lit wf ignopvaice pnd doiibts ; . oar str^ngdl 
in Vf doiess a^d infirmaty* He 4qpeaks ki as and 

' ' ^ It tkpp^m froA iU Uticm yistary, tUi it was David 
aad wit Ahiithir that pit an ibe^ ephod. Dlind iriikes aie 
of the. following expresaion to Abialhar : *' I pray thee, 
bring me hither the ephod,'' ) Sam. xxx. 7 ; &nd in the 
/iSllowing Hts&, ii Is said, «^ And David inquired at the 
hM/^ CMtnifUft^Y^ hn ihli^p^ctf, thxttkd f^e^^ 
raltty ^f commeatitors ve of topiaioni th4t aeUUef David 
nor any of the Kmgs of Israel wore the ephodi ia order to 
cbnsult God of themselves, and that the passage signified 
no more than — Put on the ephod and consult God fo¥ me. 
He addffi hoWeV^r, that t^hen nndntaSned that the Jewish 
Kings had a right to wear the ephod) and to conaolt tke Lord> 
by Unm and Thammim. Xhis opinion is grounded npon 
tne i Samuel xxx. 8, referred to iii this note, and seems to 
b« dtiffii^ieht iihth6r»y to #tiMh< ttii& latler ^ncliisioii. 
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hyiMi. ^en' i^'pltkf, ii< i» le iAtxy sigiis' antf 
grdto^ id u»; #£%& wi» ^aift^ imt ^U> tbe altar, 
it n be who peifitim^s -^ihim iiliiek iobenseira^ 
stti^plicffeiong fdf diil^Veil'&nd otbeiAs^. l^he dftieu^i* 
wd attend apoh ^r^^er tfi^ metei^dar^^iifiiddoc^'&il 
iiiisreased f ci^d a^ Mt faith becomes ^^tablkhedy 
th^more swe^tn^ifs %e find in-oair int^rcobrs^ witlT 
Gi&d in-^r^^K^ VL6W delightfel it i^ to be able Id 
My, ^^r have pbiited dlb mif c^mplaitita int6 t6^ 
bbtoiii of Jeiu8,'ii^'be^t^e6d and faithful ^iifi<i 
daot; it is suffidied't^ be wiltt^rovide/' TheD'6ome« 
Uie Spiiit of Q^d, ^hb ^m to hh ied end pto^ 
ti^iiDoe^ the \6btsdling Aiken. Thid b trtie estpe^ 
n^ndO^Mdwitte^ei't'^tikaihdof ' 

j Tbd Lord Jm» lit es iiii oar hearts whefi ixM 
haii tk^ MiiU^ mihd^fhi^i was in Aim. A heai^ 
whorbfn he dwells f^ ahimdied hy his life, aud 
cheated ttfiewid his likiness. We dee in i£ ihA 
msA^ humility; ifif^efefie^, ' eo]!hpa§sion, lolye^ ^n^ 
disregard of tbtf wcTfld afed Its vanities. Keal 
GhrisQans can iay wi<h ti^uth^ ^^ We have known thei 
MBd M Chiibt/* 1 G&ti ii V l &. Wbea We ^^ any 
one think, speaks and nt% Mke faiiti, fdllowirig Vt^ 
^xainple ahd walking in bid 8teps> we know b^ 
tb^e outwardeiidenceatfaat he is a child of 6od^ 
Mid that the Spirit jof GhtiiStt dw^lU ito bis h^art; 
stteli aife the ha^py-friiits o^ fafth; '^rdu^^h it ^h 
tot only receive pardon of sin^ but atd clothed #itb 
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the Lotd Je&iis, transformed into his image and 
disposed to live as he lived npon eltrth. This con* 
stant living in communion with him, produces in ns 
an effect similar to that in a wife who tenderly loves 
her husband; she insensibly acquires his temper 
and manner of acting. And are not believers 
united to the Lord Jesus, as a wife is to her hus- 
band ? Does not the Apostle insinuate as much, 
when he says, *^ Christ liveth in me V that is to 
say> he is the soul and life of my soul. There ig 
as gpreat a difference between what I was before 
my conversion and what I now am, as between a 
living and a dead person. Who can describe the 
blessing of this intimate communion of a faithful 
heart with its Saviour ! How fruitful a source of 
grace, strength, light, and every spiritual good ! 

When Jesus Christ dwells in us by faith, we 
have the same mind as he had respecting our. 
heavenly Father. God is our gracious Father in 
his well-beloved Son. The assurance of his tender 
love towards us causes us to walk, like Enoch, 
before his eyes and in his presencie all the days of 
our life. Though we do not see him, we love him ; 
and if we fear him, it is not a servile but a filial 
fear, mixed with love and joy, which encourages 
and inspires' us with confidence to approach unto 
him and call him AbbA, that is. Father. In fact, 
hieing beloved children of the best of Fathers, and 
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having the happiness of being adopted into hifi 
family » the Spirit of Christ inspires us with feelings 
of love, peace, kindness, and a desire of being 
serviceable to all his children, who are our brethren, 
though they be the we^est members of Christ. It 
is Christ we see in them, being members of his 
body. Our communion with them causes us to 
participate, by a kind of sympathy^ in all that 
happens to them, prosperous or adverse. Their 
pleasures are our pleasures, their sorrows are our 
sorrows. Members of pne and the same spiritual 
body, we possess the same mind, speak the same 
language, and regard each other as citizens of the 
same country, as heirs of the same salvation. 

It is Jesus living in us that^ moreover, gives us 
the same dispositions towards our enemies which 
he manifested towards his. When we consider 
them as persons in their state of natural blindness^ 
and under the dominion of covetoasness, our hearta 
are touched with compassion toward them ; we wistn 
them well, pray for them, and do them all the ser-» 
vice in our power. The respect we entertain for 
the precious blood of Christ, causes us to set a 
value upon their souls. We say, 'VThere is a soul 
for which Christ may have died,.perhaps he lov«9( 
it, and may one day make it the reward of bis sufr 
ferings, a trophy of, his cross, an amiable; child of 
Gpd/' Under ib^ inflnence of such consideratioil^ji 



we are eaabled to loye it, aqd t)iere is i)<>thing wp 
jrottld not do to ?0cl^m an A g^ip it intp;th0 way 
pf:tradi. JBhoUld tlie 4h(>ogbt accnr that sui^if an 
jOita is a wicked person, fi slaye pf Satap/&c.> we 
ire .not disconr^g^ fm ih^t ^ccoupt, r^n^^en^b^ring 
jbatitheSavjiQvr b^ coni|a^e4:Satan apd tbi$ evil 
(World. He wibo dwidlk in,iand b9&d?liirer^ us 
frofm ttie ^power of. the ^^eqiy. is j^tropger than tbe 
pcinee of this* world. B>e9( poptent4:^t)d leay<^ them 
ibat ure- witbeiit td' tl^^^rP^'^Mse -^tieoee is 
kbubdant and wAuo^mer^^ js infinite^:;. 

Of iall'tbe eqnditions w^ Wftyrbe tbe-sptdect of, 
tbere is nohe in ;whiiih^tI|i»Jifef of faith U more pro- 
fitable, ibati ib thatiirf .anflbripg^ l?he ^r/t^ss, borne 
tir ffae 'spirit of kiijBifli^ and: patience^, pf w)i}ci) the 
Satlonr has rshewn »s an. e3(Wi^le« :is:E source pf 
U^ssing to ]iS4 By faitbinbip we 4^i|id tbe.perse^ 
yetaifoe, tesigiiatidn, and ootifidieiice wi& 9:^nd in 
atod of; in order to the pesseissiog 'pf 6ttr;S.puIs in 
patienoe. . :It» Enables <us to rec$i^e i^^aibities as 
eoming' fromithb LoM;'i ^hieh we' e^i^ervnot as 
evlIs' bnt? asicovenaot bJesaiAgs ; asvtbe bestivbeans 
of iidvailcfaig onrsalTafiohy as (fiipeiisations wisely 
^deredi avd' mercifoify tdesigiked; f^. the exerplse 
snd'^trebgtlieiiifig. bf our .faith,, lo thje.ebd that our 
gtiu^es nmy be estabUsbed imA mdreaaed. a, - • 
'^ ' Ahbtter' adf atttago; iaithi ptvKMii^ . «is, is (he 
Baishg (tf imir aflbetionitiidMr^e! ^dfrestnal things* 
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[Elieohj^ts. that faith apprehends are Bpiritnaland 
Celestri. Winle' here below we' walk ^ diliBeM 
ef hqaven^ ^^ from whence cdso we look for the 8 a« 
yiodr, the Lord Xesus Christ/* Philv iiil 20. Those 
wiioixave^bose^ii heavi^n^fpr theit portion!, areimore 
ooojpifd' with it than eir^i^ythiii^ basideB; i'They 
are there alrfead^ in spiAt ; '' for wfaercr yoiir trea- 
$9i»e is, there will y^dinf'heart be alsb;^> Mutt vi.Sl* 
Sometimes we pr6strat^' oiirbelves^ in adoration be^ 
finre hkn, who has merited fiir. Us so gtbat salvatioD^ 
At another, we rejoide in having part in this glo- 
rious heritage. - Sometimes we oofiipare the felidty 
we alresidy enjoy/«lDdr :ihat w6 e^tpecty with What 
is- called faappinei^s in thik worM^ and we determine 
ihat'fhe enjoy meirts of weildlyHien are hot worthy 
to be compared with ours. At' other time$^ we are 
transported in spiitt before^the Hitone of the Dkine 
|[ajesiy>>andU)bttteinpiate the Lord Jesus,' seated 
on the^ right haWd o^ thel Father, surrounded by an 
innumerable host of holy angels; and* filled ^th 
saered ardour, like persotis impatient' to return to 
A^r oonntry, wef ^olliim 'with the ApoM^, we 
'<desi«e forepart dhd to be ^th Christ,'' Phil. 
K'i33. In tllitf hlld^sM auticii^tiokit this< bansitory 
Hie ii^ little e^teem^d^by ds ; ^e ,d6 hot- enter- iiito 
grMt -projects to' acqhire -weidth oi* honour, but 
endeatonr to employ our titti6 to a betleracpduBt. 
IF^eMppen to faaVe idt^r^ niitiglec( wi^lhose 
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of worldly persons* we had rather relinquish the 
advantage, and suffer them to do ns wrong, than 
rigoorously contend with them. In some respects 
we owe to them this forhearance in worldly matters, 
because they are their portion: '* Son, remember 
that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good 
things," Luke xvi. 25, . Are we the possessors of 
temporal goods ? We use them as not possessing 
them. Our hearts not being devoted to them, we 
pcui at any instant give them up without regret, 
because we have a better inheritance. As to such 
as are resolved to assert their rights .to the utmost^ 
who will not suffer wrong, and desire to be as 
rich, and more so, than others, we declare to them 
that they have neither the mind of Christ nor of 
his Apostle, Phil. iii. 

Faith, likewise, exerts its influence over our 
employments ; we work with diligence and fidelity 
fis. uqder the eye of the Lord, looking to him to 
crown our labours with success. If we gain little, 
he gives us to rest satisfied with the most rnode^ 
rate profits. And if we cannot foresee supplies 
proportionate to our future wants, we leave them to 
his faithful providence. The infinitely wise and 
good 6od» we say, has fed and clothed ns^ while 
we were his enemies, and will not abandon us now^ 

when through grace we have become his children. 

• 

Our good Shepherd acts towards ns, as the poof 
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raao meatioAed' ia the hoi; yftit, did by bis eve 
lainb^ 2 Sam. xU; S. 

Sach being the state of mind of those who live 
b^ &ith of the Son of God, they are preserved from 
temptations to avarice, mistrast, the corroding 
cares of this life, pride, and vain glory. All their 
thoughts, desires, prospects, affections, word^ and 
actions, proceed from faith as their source. What> 
ever does not flow from {hence they renounce. All 
they read, see, and heftr, is turned to a profitable 
account ; every thing concurs to their benefit. It 
i& tnie, the manner in which the children of God 
lire; as well as the happiness they enjoy, are un«- 
known' to the world, bei^ause their ** life is hid with 
Christ in God,'' Col. iii. 3 ; but all will be made 
plain in the great day of manifestation; then they 
will appear in the image of the Lord Jesus* 

Discipk.'-^What ineffable felicity thus to live 
in the faith of the Son of G<»d, and to be more and 
mote confirmed in it 1 May our good Grod grant 
n^ grace to di& iinto sin^ through love of Jesus, 
that otie day ^^ his life also may be manifest in our 
mortal flesh," 2 Cor. iv. 1 ) . But, Sir, have the 
gdodnedsto say sooOething concerning the; happy 
end of the ehildr^i of G<od. 

pastor, — One may assert of a child of God 
wfa|t the* Disciples formerly said of Saint John: 
he shall not die, John .xxi« 23. No,'\he believer 

K 
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>does fiat die. Nothing 4ies id lam but ib^ life of 
Adam— the natural life. As to the lile of. Christ 
^nrhich is in him^ it is not susceptible of death ; it is 
eternal. This life which is Ud in God> will be 
manifested in glory. A child of God dies every 
day to himself, the world, and his lusts. Through* 
out life, to his last moment, he makes fresh dis- 
coveries of his failings and his miseries. He ac- 
cuses himself with them, and humbles himself 
before God on account of them ; but at the ^same 
time he has recourse to the fountaid of gracOi th& 
merits of his Saviour, by continual sighs and 
prayers. • Full of confidence in the fidelity of his 
Redeemer, he surrenders himself to his guidance 
and gives up all to his will, persuaded, his best 
interests being in such good hands, he cannot fail 
of being eternally happy. Does he behold the 
hour of his departure approaching? He goes as 
a poor sinner, washes his garments, and plunges his 
body and soul in the blood of the Lamb. By faith 
he lays hold of the mantle of righteousness, the 
Wedding g^rm^nt prepared for him; and thus, 
clothed upon with Christy he gladly consents to 
leave his body to death, to be deposited in Ih^ 
earth. His bed of sickness is a triumphal car, on 
%hich he waits till his celestial Bridegroom gives 
to his soul the signal to depart, and the angels 
transport it into his bosom. 
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If I have anything to recommend to persons in 
such cifcurastanfces, it is meditation upon the su& 
ferings of the Son of God, and the consideration of 
his infinite love for sinful men. That they should 
raise their eyes in faith, to the heart of Jesus^ 
and behold there how great his love has been 
towards them from eternity; that they may read 
the decree of their election in his pierced hands 
and side^ and there learn what retain they ought 
to make for what he has done and suffered for 
them. Let them recall to mind all the steps he 
has taken, and the means he has employed to draw 
them to himself, to gain their hearts, to bring them 
to the knowledge of his salvation and the enjoy* 
ment of his grace. Let nothing cause them to 
doubt of the great salvation the good Saviour has 
accomplished for them by his merilorioas death, 
nor of his faithfnhiess to perform to them his 
promises at a moment when, above aH, his sup- 
port and consolations are most necessary. In 
fine, in the midst of weakness, in the decay of 
nature, let them stay themselves by faith upon this 
immoveable foundation : '^ Jesus has loved and re- 
deemed me, be has given himself for me. I am 
and will be his.'' 

While the children of God thus cleave to and 
embrace the author of their salvation^ his Spirit 
never fails to strengthen and console them# He 

K 2 
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maoifests to tbem die g^lory resenred for 4bem^ and 
the felicity they have not merited, bat which Jesus 
has acquired and destiaed for them, as the. ter- 
minatioD of their safferiDgs and the end of their 
faith. They can then rejoice in having beea 
happily brought, by the aid of their God and Sa- 
viour, to the close of their career. Their heart is 
consoled and cheered, because their deliverance 
draweth nigh ; and soon they are to bo entirely 
and for ever freed from .ail danger, all misery, and 
all sin. 

DiscipU.'-'Ah, what joy and felicity to be tfaua 
delivered from so many evils, and transported into 
the mansions of perfect repose and etenial peace! 

Pa$tor, — Yes, assuredly ; it is ineffable hap- 
piness to a soul that can appreciate true benefits. 
It is not only liberated from sin and all the miseries 
of this life^ and every fear for the future, but what 
is more, it is put into possession of all that is most 
amiable and delightful in eternity. Have you ever 
beheld the coronation of a king, or the marriage of 
a great prince? Can your imagination paint what 
any one feels in the midst of the most lively plea- 
sures, which charm every sense and inundate the 
mind with joy inexpressible! Well, all this is 
but vanity, when compared with the grandeur and 
delight of heavenly bliss. You know what the 
heart experiences at beholding a faithful friend, a 
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teuder husband, a beloved ebiM, «fter a long, ab*' 
lience. 'Figure to yourself • wbai • must be the 
transport of a soiil, admitted into the beatifioTisiou- 
of its gpreat Friend, of Jesus its heavenly and 
eternal Bridegroom. Hose who have experienoed 
the foretaste of this felicity, can alon^ fori6 mny 
idea of it. Who icau conceive the delightful repose 
and peace to be enjoyed in the bosom of God; ihe 
beauty and magnificence which surroundhis throne ; 
the plenitude of joy dnd bliss his presence diffiises 
throughout the soul ? What more charming than 
the conversations we shall hold with the holy 
angels; with all the children of 'Gk>d that have 
lived upon earth since the creation of the worid ; 
with our brethren, our relatives, and beloved 
friends. How many things will they haveio -relate 
to us, while we recount to them the goodness of 
the Lord to us, and they likewise communicate to 
us by what admirable means he has cotiducted th^m 
to that blessed place. We shall exclaim : Behold 
now the acceptable time ! Behold the great day of 
salvation ! Behold that glory and beatitude, which, 
while we sojourned in the vale of tears, was the 
subject of our discourses and hymns, the object of 
our vows and desires! What we now witness, 
what we now enjoy and experience, infinitely sur- 
passes what we thpn. could think or express of it. 
But the most ravishing of all to our souls will be 
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the first gracious look the Son of God, oar dear 
and adbrabljE^ Friend; will deign to cast upon us, 
and the transporting privilege of being able to 
contemplate him eternally, whom we have believed 
and loved. What ecstacy to hear him pronounce, 
with a joyful countenance, when opening to us the 
gates of his kingdom of glory, this rapturous 
welcome, ^ Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world,'' Matt. xxv. 34 O that it would 
please God, that all men might believe and aspire 
after it ! 

But it is enough ; soon the Lord who hears us 
will come and call us. Let us be ready, having 
^ our loins girded about " and ^'onr lights burning." 

Disciple. — Let the beloved Bridegroom of my 
soul come when he pleases. Mj heart languishes 
to kiss his pierced hands and feet ; and already 
9iiy8j ** Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly." Amen, 
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